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[U I TO Al Al 
•AVID V BARRm 

FIJD IT YUT DlP'FICULT TO VI.ITI SIIOIT STORIES. !'TI: 
vrlttftl two hi tha 1 ..... t 12 •oall••• lllld U.., ...,.. the 
firat fo,r • f- years . .l a.ow.I , tbaugh tu elld U J 
- aut of &ight , hut.Md, .._, 1199111'" UTIYII, l s 
80Htbl11g I can get • J tNtb Ill.ta, uplm"e, fllld OU1. 
wb.n._ going an as it b.app111s . ,l llOV,t}, I tbhk, 

d e ,.• lopa duTlng the wr-ltln11 : • short • tory 1.9 bar11 foll:, 
grown . 1 .. g1a• Clarh stt\11115 down to writ.II •n• '1111! 
Blllloa h • es of Ood•, or Asl.aOY "ll11htf• ll", or H11tnle ln 
•117 hi• Bootstraps", without thfllr kllowtog the CIUtco• e"t 
tb• o.itaet . 

Garry111worth'sartlclel11 r13,andyourrespc11,;.,ito 
it, cooplltd with a 11.u.11btlr of otbu things l'YII read trnd 
written nce11tly, lulu caused,.. to tbl11k gut • J "ttltude 
to thfl • bort • tory a Uttl• • or• . !'11 prl• arllya novel 
perso11 t110 wlsecrae"ls, pll./lse! ) both l11 wb.at I prefe r and 
&111 •b1- t,;, writ•, alld • IIW In what I pref.,. to rMd. 

'iby'l' There an two aah sets of reaS011a , uttlltaar1ao 
and-tbatlc. Tbe first lavarysl• pl•- tdo • 11Chof11y 
r..dl11g th- d•1• on cn•• uto,r tr• Ula or 111 11U..r • hart 
pocll•\.• 11! Us• • Vtth a 11ovel, I c:a.a Jl"t itdow11, p!d; 1t 
up tba IIHt day, •lid it's big •nougb to -111t.aln Its 
ca11t111uit1 d-plt.• tba hten-uptlou . A 10 or 20 pageallort 
s tory, brok .. ulf w• 1 thra.,gb, 1- • uc;li of !ta pawu- . 

v11.1c11 lud• - oa ta the otHr rMSCJll . t UU to be 
d.nwn latQ U.. plot , tQ g,,,t IDyglvad, to 11•t to maw Ue 
char.cter• , to be la It lcmg eao.igll. ta be:glll ta beU- It. 
Sbort • tm"I•, w!U f.,. uc.pt1-, doa't • II- t.lt.i• ta 
Upper, . By the tlN 1....., sot to ll.11ow Ute ut• cba.racurs, 
!l's all_,- I'• 11e1t al.lowad to ba~ 111 Ue• , so I ead 
"I' trMtlag tlwl• • eret1 u 1:1 ..... COll• t.nlCUOft• ( lov.lt.•. , 
• ltt.erary far-. •l• ,_t paculat to U1• SF gHre, ere _.11 
voru. l'• J.-tti.gia11htgtoget11\IC.ll.eredlllwlle11tl>Adoor 
s laas.l 

Tlwlre 1.9 eaotbu reuoc,..,. ... u. TIie a• j g rlt1 of 
llhart • tart• J,at area ' t very good . SIU.er Ue1'nt 
llacll.nayad ld-; or the7're a l:• pl7e:rtead• d puna,d• J'l'adillll 
cm their last lln. to nl.H • l.eugb nd/ 11r gr01111; or thelr 
d1•n,;terl• -tlo11 is 110l1-uciste11t bec.touaa (and tbla la 1111• 
gf SP'• gr• ate• t fault& ) the Idea I• all-l• partnt: or 
tbtty'nJ11• tbadlywrtttH, 

The MJOrity , lgt all. by any • lllln• - but far too 
• any . U lrnaw • any novel& al&O • utter frr;,• so•• of th"5e 
sa• e fault•: h<Jt with a 11ovel 1Q\l ca.11 reed tba blurb a.11d 
the first f.,. p,i'BH, you can 11•-s tha style end thfl 
wrttlng q_uolity, ygu c.u B"t a f-J for 1t hefon yQ\l buy 
or borrow lt, bflfore yQ\l co•• lt yourHlf to reading It . Tou 
Juatca.11'tdot114twtthladJvlduol • hortator l••' 

And yat then are soa• short star!• wh1ch rise far 
above tbe qJQrlty, "blch &tay 111 tlwl •Ind !or yu.rs .ao11e 
fer tlwllr a.bNr ci..-..,.--, • lld SON. ruely, because thfllr 
aaglc t.•k• hold 11f rou,bec.,...• part of you,•J>d ,..,,., r 
IUYN)'OU. 

To tun, froa the guer• l ta U. partlc:ul.• r, I we11t to 
tan a btl•f IODk at. 11-Dd 111¥• SONthlng of the flaYOl.lr of 
fOl.lr quit• dlffenuit short Stm"J auUor-coll.::tl<>11.11 whkb 
U ff b• i111 publlahad by Golla.11a over tu i..at atn. • llD.Uis. 

BUHIIG CHRO!ti 
'itu.lU OUISJl'S FliST CDU-BCTIDI OF SHOflS 1S tEltT 
patch1--whlchl• 11.0tsurp.rl• t1111ltlr .... hercorr.::tly 
Ua telll.113 - It cm,tahiad .JJ lM • tcrl• hfl.'a dau. 
tbara .,. .a• - i,.t.celJ dnwn pl-. -tlogft,ght". far 
tn• t.•-, wrltt.n. with Klchael Sw1111wlcli, l• • hlgh t-=lt 
• oral ta!• wtu u,a --•gil that cbaet111' doa't brtng 
utisf.ctio11: • "fill cnfted &tcry . The gt.liar two 
coll.• bor• tlo ... though, &n1 vu.Ir re11orJr.iags of hack.,.Jed 
t.buN• "Th• Bel.clllglng U11d" <wttb Joh.II Shirley> Is 
protagoat•t ldnt!Hes alien, folla,,s • llan, bftco•• allen. 
"llad Star, Vt11t.• r Orbit" <wtth Brue. Starling, who. 
..,_what lnc•tuouslJ, • lao wrote the gl-tng Prflfacfll ~ 

a Soviet • p• c• Mro ~ldibg to • ., bl• d•y• OIi x .. • Q8_U;i 
wbt11 11C0110alra all!! pi1l1t1a; • -k• U.. ...._Lu• clow. I t 
down; but • pr011Lsl11g • lld-of-thr-spa,;....tr .. • bu-.11 
i lltetNt st.ory la rut.aed b711clua• 1l7 taded 1111•11dhg. 

Gl bacm'• • ul tl-award wt i,.11.lng i,.OYel •wn;,a~a~-w.r 11nw 
out o f U.. title a;t.ory of Ula call...:tioi,. , Co• put.• r !la,;ker$ 
bru..lrlng thrgugh lea - l.11trll• IOll Cou11ta~u• .,.-­
Elactro111cs -- .. ire a d.a• .11 a lght bflttl!rshartstor7 tha.11 
a 110val : f-• t 110Ylll!I, eliciting, wltb •11 l11terwove11 ll,..., 

s;tr;,ry- and tightly wrHUn and und;u-stand•bl•. Th• other 
IJH ill tha collectlcm la "Tha Vlater JIM.Ir.flt", the old tdu 
of co• Hrct..lly evallable "draa11&", but tQJd chillingly to 
show the p• yohological e!f• cts of thll c reation of a wort 
11fg•nlusr;,ntbe"wrltar"aadedltor . 

But uybaGlb• oll has11ov11011aaa faruhecanwltll 
cyberpu11ll. . ltwua11l11tl!restlogu.pert• e11t,butcyberp,.,11lr, 
to ••• ts little •ore than 60.. l•w Vava updated to the 
60• , with a large • ea!illre of ~Os B sovt-• YOlefl.-QY• r alun11: 
111 tor the •gutter ,.aut1•, It's clfl'ler, It'• n ... 117, it"• 
t• chnr;,loglcally f .•st-- hut ttfall.a far • e011two • ajor 
eou.11t11 , la NJS vary Uttl• \.hat's 11.., about Ufl bu11a11 
coadltla... l.erply becawe it rel!• far too h•vlly for 
It& pwic.b Oil t.-;h.nogadgetry: illld I a l • plJ doD't belle,.. ill 
tt . Gibe.ca'• varld 111 a cle"r COMotruct, but It tak•• aor• 
thandiatb\uaDddaJturdsU>aalr.eback-• lleysreal. 

.t.nd tun'• 11,0 daubt • t all that ht, should IIIIH 

wait.ad allO~ coup!• of 1aora bvon hrLl.gl"I! out this 
eollecU.oa. £..-:, wrlt.• r praluca• - turkeys: ao• t daa't 
- tba ltgllt of day: SON of thea slip bto tba aagazinn. 
llul th-'• ao UC- for putting u.. bal-D llanl CO'l'•ts . 

fflL VUU 
I \l&S TUY PLEASUTLY SURPi.lSl,D BY 1il VATSJl"'S POOnl! 
&llortstorycollecttan.frcn,pr"lou• u-perla-,uhtly11f 
hi• ncr,ela, !"d u-pect.i u, ba uaug tha edjactlve 
"cerehral" bere , l'v•• l ways tbought V• t-trt.i too bard 
to ~ ht.• a.oval.a d-pl:, • -111"8£ul, 111 the pt001!&5 
drast1c.all1 rfl.duc;lag their r eadability . But E•JJ V.otar l• 
n lnt•nsely readahla and en.Jayahl• eollttC:tlon. 

the title • t11ry la • ore 5UJ'l'rl>lltunl horror than SP, 
a dis turbing tala of• respectable 1111d • urlad Y""IIS llilll 
who la captivated 1111d Hducll!d by• tHUII• 11trl. But Sally 
tflll• hi• a tale fro11 SOllfl g1meratlo11a b• ell , 

"\l ltchN wenn't burnt In this covntry ... Thay 
bad a bright ldaa, Bolled • e aHv1 In a cauldron. 
TUI I acalded to death. HU the tla:lh f11>11tad 
off•• hon-•, Than they fed th atl!w to the 
11118•·· · TUt ,..,. their • l s tak•. VtMan th1 ate 
thoa• hog• ,tha1at•ae. Solco:• -ti.cll, Anl 
lrMpa eoaln' ba<:clr." 

5a,., rellgl011, d"th, th• bellaf that a11ele11t Ufe and 
spirit ltft on 111. water: but wat.• r t.• -rywhare, in 
r-ailldrops, 111 pools , out of a tllp, In -rs. 111 a 
t,apti• :• .al rmt, t11tbabl• d.d2r, thblood,aad theutl• of 
thehUNllbod1••• 

"Cold U11ll.t" • l• o 4-onstr• t• s V•1-'s c:oati.lluhg 
t.111.•r-t la tba • yrtad ald!Un of rel1gton. Yun the 
Bl.&hop of Porci...t.-, wbo ts ob!oes-4 wlU tb• history of 
llghtl.1111 , sl•ul t.• ...,..IJ gms blind and BtoWS • halo, llfl 
11-... da•11 ... u It 's Dot because of u• MlntU-. TIie 
IDYUtl- 0.f tile solutloa I• ac.'"-' thr0.1111hout t.hfl 
caUect1011. "TM vi,. around the v..-• posits • stnllge, and 
dlaturh1ngt1 bot.h rat1011& l and u-•t11H111 l 110lut101 to tl:.• 
1uc;l-r tb.taat "the People 1111 the Precipice• turn.; our 
morul llvlng • pace through 90" , with u ..,ura • 111:rant 
trlba llwl11g tts llfe1111 th., ...... ucal r-ofacl lff; It 
can be IHll!:ll either .. a l • ply a.a .-;ono• ic: am! pc,lltical 
allegor7ofthaatn.tll8l• fllrsurvtnloall•lt.ir~. 
or, at a dMper level, 4fi'" tale of the det.ermh1atl011 1111d 
~•...:.olalonavtslo11.• .r7,thrgughht.• storytelll11g, 
to Jog the perc.pt1111111 of the dull U1oH11 !11to - - lltanlly 



rnlTOAIAl 
-- • n.11 dl•enelcn; "I'• ._.1r.111g you to l•aglH • dl!!erent 
Ir.ind of world" -- and hence as au allegory of the r6leof 
allut1ata ,andpi!rhapsespectally11c:lence!lcttonwrltua. 

\lritera are always belngasll:ed "Vhen rig you get your 
Idea• froa?" !11 Vat!.c11'& C65<11, I a u•pect 1111ny o f thee co:H 
frgm tha d.lr.tly new&papti" and aa.ga::ln• such •• ,,,.., 
S.:1eatlat: he rltlld,; a...,.,., story or ntlcle and 11aya. "low 
tlle,..'san ldea."Orel~hewakesup fro11adruaand (as 
parhapa we all ,;,ught to dol Jou down the re• ll4nt l.u.ges 
But whe ther hia a torin are Ml in the pr-tor the 
future, wliatt1er they an In a aunda.H world, a fa11tastlcal 
world, or aaupernatuul world, there laa rulity In them 
wblebcall6Ntbar .. dertoac:eepta11dbelleva. 

kOBO'T DREAIIS 
ISAAC iSII Ol 'S LATEST COLLl!CTlOI IS, BLUITLT, A COi . t1 
claiaa to be •4 dallnttlve collectloQ of bis best &; hart 
fiction" . Tn.e, It cot1taina plenty of old favourttn;, 
lllclllding •Sall)'" <c:ars with p<19itr1111lc brains - and 
feelings>, •Jolr-ur• (Jolras are an alla11 way of •tudying 
ao,nlrllld; one:• we reallN tbls , bu• our van1• be11), "The 
fNll1115 of Power• Ca 15uy redl11eoven arlth• etlc without 
co• put•ra -- a11d It bec:1111- tba l.atut •uper-weapon >, and 
othen, Largely fro• tbl tifU•. It al.a ha$ 0111 new 
•tor)', "iobot Drea• s•, and, aa:.ording to tba blurb, "nveral 
prevl01,11'il)' uncollected storlllli" , Tb!• Is gross al11rep­
rese11tatl1111 : It II.a.lo one, count It, 011• previously 
u11c:ollected story, •True Love• . .l progra•• u gets bl• 
co• puter to warcb for bis td-1 woa.111. Ila feed• In 
everytbl11g ha knows about hl• Hlf: pera011allty prnflle, 
lllr• and dlsll lres, childhood • e• orl• , and Ml 011. TN 
cn• putar eueritw,lly fll>IU tbe woun and trlHI love -- and 
guNlo bow the s tory ends Cya wnl. There • ust be a dozen 
dl!ferent v1r• lo11• or this Uol• aroul>d by asaorted vrtter ... 

The tttl• e tory , I.lie 011ly nsw one, ls • good eu• pl• 
of• typical Susa11C.hJ11story. luH old. 

TbeuvJug15racs11f tblsbook bas nothing todovlth 
s hort stort•: the lllustrat1011s by Ralph M<;Quar-rl• &bow 
robots r eclinhlg, lying, sl11eplng, dru11lng with a ""r• th 
and s ubtlety rare in Sf art. 

So you're belll!I asked to pay .t:10 .95 for SOlltl 

ad• lttedly buutlful artworlr (11,!,'o' except the CIJ\ler) , all 

averal!• new story (5 ppl, a hackneyed s tory wblcb s hould 
bava rHelned uncollt!Ct~ (311ppl, and II llllld of antlqlHI 
A•la.ov stories • O&t of which au rHdlly aval labl• 
et.ewhere. 

JabD Sladelr 1111Ce wrnte a ao,rvalloua p11rody entitlad 
"Broot force",.,. by Icllclr .,.-1-•ove (collected ID Tb• 

Stu• -DrJ,.e11 Bo:,, Panther, 1973), If you •11st read .ls l• cv, 
you·caa save yourMlt a lot of t1u b1 reading lnstud 
t?IJsllltlal!em,whlc:htar11urp11-lt.aortglnal. 

TH[ LOl!DLT OIES 
'o' l!EI I FIRST RUD KEITH ROBEl!T'S 1979 COLLECTIOI LJDIES 
fro• Hell l 111ov&d various bit• of b&11ven and earth to l!•t 
hold o f a copy of the Galla11= hardbllclr for • ynlf. Soa.e 
nr tta stor- ill6, particularly •ne •1ntstry of Childna" and 
"Our Lady of O.peraUn11•, 11polrs t.o •• • on than al• ost 
a ny other a bort story bad evar dcua. Tb• Lordl:, Ones I• at 
tbeuHhl,!!b • t.andard, 

RR,!!ular rudsre or F.tSF will have cna.11 acri:&11 aany 
of tba s tories alr .. dy. Tbs title s tory and "The Co• fort 
Ste.tlo11• ars about tbe toUat atu,ndant who I• , s hall we 
.. y, s low ; aftsr the blolloon go.a up hs • t ill tends to his 
unfraq1H111ted Gsn t • <and tbe LadlH, after ao•• q1111l• a.l 
with lovh1g devotion. In ".lrladns Petts" a bort11g ltttle 
banlr clerk IA t ransfora.ed when th• status of a ny111ph , 
co- to life •nd • OT- In with bl• -- but Iii ,:bani!• 
alway• for- the bllttar? -- and I• • ucc- ,!!ood tor th• 
sou l? "Spbal.rlstl.h" will be a delight tor- Yt • bladcn fans, 
as the 11"-f'rator follows the ce.reer of Sarah Foster, the 
Girl fr11• Dcr• et,tbrOUl!h totb11Ftnals·· but theraare 
several stllljl• t.11 tbl• t.als. "Th• Checkout" Is, aaaz1ngly, 
the tlnt J..1111" story I've ntad Ca11yone with an unwanted 
copy of J.11tta, plMH 1st • e .llnov> . .lnlt.a la a "Itch, but 
by no • Mn• an old bag: In fact a h• I• young, 1111d prstty, 
and bang up to date -- a11d actwilly very • vcb lllr• L,,et1, 
anarcbetypd Keith Rober tacruttoa. 

Tbera'II nothing twee about U.-11tortn; they an 
t11credtbly powerful . I found I could olliy read one a cb.y , 
the a•ottonal i• pact of aach 01111 wu Ml ovarwbel• t11g. But 
dnpltll tha current Kslth Rnbllrts rr,hal, of vblch I 
heartily approv1 so long as tbll guy <tc.sn't drown In 
flattery, I would gues11 that Tbe LonJl7 Dnffwill bll ths 
011ly 01111 of th"'"• four booka not to 11ppear Ill p11ptrback .l'd 
llke t.o bl prcv"n vro1111- but I'd reco•• lllld ordu-lng tbl• 
on11fr11• thallbrary,orevenbuyJngyourHl!thabardback 
a s an urly Christaas present. 

Ail AID EICOUR.lGEllEIT 
FOUR TOT.lLLY 01Pf£REIT YRITERS, UO J'OUR TOTALLY 
dlff11nnt collectlou of short • tori•. Each wrltar has 11 
di• t111ctlva voice: there's 110 way ny 11r U.- &torln 
could accidentally have been tnn• plantad tllto one o! the 
other collect1011.11 . 

l'va 11ot atl<tepted to bids • y own pr.tare=- aDd 
pnJudlc:n; they an 1111 acre Dor 1- Hild t.b.a.11 1111yone 
elM 's. Yhat I bavs triad to do ts to gin a flavour or 
each bcx,,k and an l• pr-lon of tb• styl• of Neb writer 
and the quality of ht• work. 

Ona I• targ,ty hack woflr fro• a groM,l)' OTer--ratlld 
wrltsr•boahould baHpack~ It inaqusrt11rce11t\lr)'al!o. 
.lnother le fl..&11by but, •Ith a coupl• of 11X01ptl011&, fairly 
• •pty . Ons la lntan• ely hu• an, tha prougonlsta being 
ILOl'• al people with very real e • ot1011&, dNlrN, • tr111gth11 
of character, a11d fatllngs . And one 111 -- ... 11, Ill • any 
way•, th• tna• t aucc,easar 11r th• Golden Ag• of the: short 
story : vhatlffary ~r •zelle.11cw. 

Yha tavllr tblllr lndhldwil -,-tt, full aarka to 
Gallancz for havt1111 the ,!!llts to publish four llYtbor-­
collectlou of abort storlN at a t11111 wb1111 too ao,ny 
people an too w1lll11g to uy th.II e bort story I• dead. far 
fros it. Particularly In the bands of Brltl• h writer•, the 
short story bu a lot going for It. 

A lot • nn, 1n faet, than l'vs bNti prepared to ad• lt 
In tbs last few yeare. My•r-v11t1011.11at the et.art • till 
11 UolM1: la brief, I &till, for the: .,_t pAft, prefer to rMd 
110V11ls than sbcrt storln; and the ujortty of short 
a tortn I •till baUIIYII can be •lung ID t.hll bin with 110 
gr1111t lo• s. But a really veil-crafted 11bort • tor-y tllllt 
reecbH Into tba guts and won't let go - that's art, and I 
ad• iretta11dt.hapeoplawbocandott. 

And HCOUr41!ad bJ their Ha• pl11, I • lgbt llffn try to 
wrlte • creahortatorlN • JHlf. 
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"'111,r A ,.'II LIITT'11S THIS TJIIE, IIHICN IS DISAl'FfJlTTIIIG TOin EPITORlJ.L I• F!-'6 lS UAU.f llCl!.LLHT, 
•ft..r ~ l-t f- , .. ,_, 1.4<11/6~ ,-rt of I.be,.__ -:r place Ill tUt I- !•OW hCIW 1®11 did lt t.iob JOU to wr it• 
ha tb•t I._ h..,I .. to l"lt Uu lq!etffr Mrller tA.il.11 --1 Lllllr' l lbiyti. It •t.rw,d. - aa pa,.Uc11l•rl7 11ood i.c:...._ 
90 Lfl•T c.a11 ha t:,ped up b7 ,:a,r pn,ductJDft •-1.-t.oltts. 1-,,. J .. t 11pnt t0:U7 <to •-t!OD. Uy 11ft froa ...,..., 110t­
u..,.11:, I do , .... eDd ~ a:IJtorl•l • :,-lf, but _. vrltlllf;, •od It'll aa,de N elMrabl• After rMdia3 7our 
11UIH MNI brote / • fa e:, fJ.t et Che ~b• IJI,! of A.p.ll adltartal, ud dt..r Uu.e da7 spnt 1111t-wrlt111g, l'• 
•NI 11t,;,Ie, •• .,.u •• •T ftlti,.. et.rao out/Jt end s.mdry lacl!Nd t.o tblnt tut wrtt111g I• H ,1vf11l lot ltte 
<>u.r tbl-.S-, •T '--U-•d o,or,Jpro,;•sor •od ell • :, .-or-l'f .. enrclslag, oaly d.,_ will, U.. • 1114 aot Ue body All "'- _r.,.,D,!I' •11 •T rr-l """ ,,._,_ penplr11t11» Hd dtactpll... nots naloar IIIIIO ,,_ .. 
~-• .artlcl•, ,-,._J•ac. wgr-k •-4 Y..::tor Ue 1 .. 1g~t tut n .. 7 ti. -1..- t.o do II Uttl• He~ daJ 
Ntart.lJ of U• ,_, 1, -u· llllet ., •• mi L'I• dJIW!9 ,. rat.MT U..a tr7 to do tl •11 at -· U lta toda7 I. 1-. 
U-.-.pJ-bJ•, but I -,,. to W o,ordpnic-f"& ag•I• I• t.h a.I.o eot at all coadacad that It ••t be bortag 11 doo't. 

aart aaat.11 tr ao. bdt- 70,, "rota that, b.lt 'luotad - •Ila dldl, at 
If all~ ..x:anfll!I to ru• , ta. ...,,.r r-o 1- of 1-n eot lf you caa •project• ,~u hto J""r "rH la5, 

let.or U0111Jd focu. oa F .. Jal .. ,t 6' . .,..i cJoll~'S SF alld, 1- ... 1. coucl.alla tw.t&llt of tM o,,t•lda ...,,.Id 
J'n ~ taat.aU,w aff- of arUclNI ftr • pou,lble ~ wrl tlDg IIOIN veil, I f!ad It • • lai.grat lag for.:.a la 

1'ell,fJaa Ii SF ,,._ •• ... u a.r plM- daa't Jet all "1 llfe, ~ pulll"I tagat.Mr ell U.. traa-t1a5 bits. 
~ •,-d• l , .. ._ ,,.,, T"" aff o,rftJ~ •rUc:J• aa • 11r U.t ......... ,1ie oal7 i..::.- I'• putUag ., llt""5U~ 011 
oU.r SF-.-.Jated ..,b}lc:1. for ,1etor; lt'S JClllr jaur .. J, •ed Pilf'H" Pffbps ( .... tblall. ti.t OD popjlrl 
.,_ --1 your •rtS,;J.. . r • Mf"Ft• ed G.rr7 lllvortll dtda ' t .u.• IIM! Ui• 

F1 .. 11r, u •PflMl 10 t.11~ af •11 arUstJ.: !wot: If ti..o.-, tut U<Jrt a\ort- ac,....111 t.1lr.• aare atlll to wrlt• 
,.,,.,'d JU• to - ,,_. .aro,crk &••el• u. pelf• or •-=t.or, --ruu1 u.• 11. -1• c;..,.11• r .... -- Ad~•~ tlit• 
pl- -4 It to - ~1, he 91.iggftted t .. t bee&- of ti"' bt-.,...JtJ of tll.tt 

·- to ro,,r Jett..,.. , Flr91 , •• apoJ.DtJr= il ;,..... !or•. • allarl •torJ ... t - hr ,_ ..... d. to aq,l•lll 
"1'01e to .. _, t.llat be I• aot /fdo,anJ 1-, •lit.or of c .. r.et.er , i.ct11.-vu..i and u.... Tb.ff• t• 1- tDD• foe 
FmiDdatloa, N I •l•t.oklfalT .. Jd ldward J•- '"1~:• • latu:.. la otMr lfOl'"da, a 11ood aklr-t atory • 111llt 

r9'lllln a• • ..elt. blCtgro.Dd tbhlr.b,g - • ...... 1 

I V&S lJTD:ESTID TO HJ.ti IJ' rout unns FU7 rut 1i1 r--------------""""11 
J._, .Sit.or- Qf Foua4au..., coagrat.,b!Ad JOU 011 • .._peadld 
t-.• So, N did•'\, tlio..gb be UOUld .. ,,. dDM, aad 70,, 
caa tab • J vord for It <• a adltor- ol F.,....,•tlCJDJ . Caald 
It p,:aalbl7 i..- been D J•-· •utbor of SF •tor-I- la, 
for _.pl•, •- VorJda , , u , 1r, i,, :n, z:,, 25, .M, 29 
•tc., •tc. rlgbt 11p to •- Vorld• lffl I well .-.-.ba,r- the 
d.ap whn I WH d7t11g for IIO•- to • tatak• .. f or El! 
J•-.INt•!a.stt...,...Uf'P"a.ed ... 

.scrr, far llle _,,.ri.o,, ..•.. hrlYpa ER I•• - .,.,.,Jd tell 
- "b•lll•r I ftu11, 4r•ttred Etl"•"' I••- • Nrl, .,,.11 ..... • 

I Fi:IL THAT lllli tllCt:IISOI COll l'LiTELT IIISSEO TR£ POIIT 
ol Stnlbar aDd lun• tU"a boot, letur• Gttd hi hla rev\.., 
ho VJ36 -- a point vblclt, ta lnllllre11.t ta It.a t(lla I agrM 
that ti.. polltlca 1ra 1bhorrant , blll tb• upllclt • "H.ge 
of vhat w• ara d0tn11 to aurMlv- aad tha earth la even 
• oi-a abhorr<lllt, 7at lllh baral7 a•ntlon• th!• lb his 
re•I ... . I •pant Hvanl ><Mir.a t rylns ta tr•c• a copJ of 
the book Juat t.o c hac:lr. If h• •lld I had actually read the 
.... thln11. It took a lottabell-thata book which 
• ade auch a l5TNt iaprNelor, Oil .. , abo.,Jd • ah a bo.nly 
Mfllllllhla l • pr-•lOI! 0Q ao• -oaa •I .. 

If JOU c.,11. r•d th, doerlptlaaa of the. burD.lag of 
the ralafon• t • o f Brull, tba d•dlJ .. og that """•loped 
Dola ... r Viti.cut beta11 • 0-,ad,w(U.Cllllp,,,._.hll tothlak bow 
c;l- "" ara • orl"8 to auch aveat•, than 7011 •r• not, I 
f•r. a co• pl•te bu .. a behll • Tb• lael .. loa o f ti•• d.ata­
flla .. tarl• l. 110N 0f tt dating fra• o,,r ov11 t1H, oal7 
Mt" to ~ t&at Ula c hat11 oJ dNtM>CtlDII haglu "-· 
BJ 2021, tha date at whkb tile •••Ill• d-• crlbad h thll 
bootulr.aplaca,tt .. 7alrudybetool•t.1 

To dl•UM Ult• boo.II: a, "l11.ol-tl7 lrr•l-•nt• 1• 
dange.--ly all.orl-• tglltlld . Uter all. until tU daJ •t..n 
.,. do rudt. tb• aura, tbla plsHt l• tH a• IT bo•e .,,. 
u .... Pl-,noadtlll•booll: lf70,,tladtMpollt1ca 
dlstHteJ11l,.., ar• tile politic» o f apatby and paada<"111fi u, 
tH •I- U..t f11l.u:rs 11•--•tlga• •111 tlad _. CVTlf for 
lH ac:oloatcal Ill• t .. 1 viii ba m,r • -h 19\!IKJ to U.-. 

JOUITT 
33 tbnn.vlll• lila• d 

llanl.,.,l 
c1..,.1.ut826&£11 
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l T T R s 
eon.!d...-lllg th HtT& prob!-• tUt a.rlM Ill acleoce 
fiction 01 you uke HtrapaleUoa aDd aclentlflc ccmUnt 
• t • 11 .... 1aual7 >, tt•••WOl><MrH7d-nt .. hortSF11eta 
vrUt.ea at toll . 

I do thlull rNd- .... aore wlllbg to put up •1th 
rad.JQl upertaHU Ill sbort at.arle& than ln l>DY<lla • Laply 
ti.caUM abort etorln .re brief U tbe ezpar1-nt fatl e, 
IICI It g-. 

h ,u1, I'• • -..zed t11 .-...d. hdy &,wyet's article 
about TH ra,.,• of ~ 5)-:w ~Je, I'• e •• wd t>ec,,..,.. 
Luc;J SuaNJ: wro te ebo.rt t H .... book i• tha l l;l'fPW 
A•l.r• lla.a S1' .... ,_, C:0001"'Tl11C u. artgtul • t.artl!!I to the 
later _, !111-up 111111....t , W e.rUc:le t• c.111<1 •ne 
~lutloaofeft11-Up"} ¥ '17aU tb.laatttil.ttoaru,a 
baall that botll c:rlt.tcs en, oaly IUevar-• about? !14,. u.., 
boolt j,Mt bHe r--.tly ........ 1.....i. 1a thit tlt/AustuU.a, m­
..-e ,!lrMl • lade J,,at W1111tng allb" 

Paul ICl-ld er;U bl• a-t •Htorlal 11'1.Jn .. 1u, e 
q_UMUoa that ..._, for u art icle rvt..t le th opti• us 
proparUOD. of 11Clu.ce to rtcUoa'J'"), ar aaybl> a baal< . 
lctu.11117 , hie q,_tioo ta at tha U.rt of HJthing that 
1.rlM to bot SCIHc• flctlac, c.-ltlc:1-, •• oppoMd to ,...t 
lltar.u-7 crltkt .... 1 do11't 1w,,.. SIIJ allawen altHr 

C!CR..l.111'1I 

0.trolt 
a:148213 , .. 

.. , .... n r'&Jot. Jt did "'·· • Jot tJf u.. Hd H~trt, but I 'a 
IJl-1 T"" 1111.111 It "•• "'Cll"U It. /I WH • covpJ• a/ 
~d- I d1d .11t wort l1l.11t -. bar"'8 ta +rr/UI; Wt 
Up,-.,• _.u_, l d-.. 't ·•- Jiow ...-ta.IT Frank X11lr 
-.llt H -- but ~ ~ butt.,- aa.l .. lQlllfd ..rJUft8, JU• 
HT atJ,.,- Job, • i.wt M ... IU mr,,,. -. .. u-. ,.,.,n r'&bt 
•bcvt •• llUl• .-c:b d•y•, lU• u~J-, If T"" IJ•t .,.,t of 
PT-CtlC. •od out of 111• bblt, It ca.11 bP NlJ 1J•HIQS b.oc:t 
l.ZltQ 1t. OD "d-nt dart SF-: tat. .11 JDCU at tbls Issue's 
ed1ttrl-1. Aod Cy -- ....,Jd T"" lf/1• ta wrtee tb• •rtlc l e 
T""""68•t?I 

J II IIGLUD VAS QUltl RIGHT TO AT"UCl IIT ARTICLE IJ 
FJ-'6. if h• dt .. arNd with tb• conunt, but hi • psr•onal 
attack 011 •• raqulrN • 11 an•wer . Th• "ber- roo111 brawl" 
•tc:, whi c h h••UtH 01• • lot •bollt Garry Kllworth, w11 11 
ofc:our- an hyparbolaaad w .. q,...llfttld b1a Mnt•nc• 111. 
bracll•t• whi c h I hoP9(1 •v•ryo-wo.,ld r..::D5nl - • • Irony . 
Obvlou•ly JJ • Enaland took thu both at fa e. value, but 
I'll tell hi• now, I do QOt lib 1Jr11tultousJy unplM.sant 
•torln. "Gut-twtsttna• wa• Intended to be a attonger 
pbns.e thn ••tt up and pay •tUtttlon" -- nothing more . 
ftull1, the "hard work" I referred t o .,a• " 10113-t.er• 
labour 111 r11laH011 to th• davalop-nt nf Ideas , not th 
•-:hanlcs of d raftinaatorlN, la• as&tttm! an,.dvocate 
of Intuitive writing •nd tr11•Uag •y a11bco11scloua, a • ha 
nppura tD be , 

GARRTlJLVORTII 
VH.c:llwalllr 
TH Cl.•M 
b.lllngdon 

bsuSSl.31:E 

TRE UTUYIEV VITH GUT o,nm UT U VJ 37 VAS 
lnter-tl11g. I vauldbaYS lllltld aar•det.11Ull11slgllt011hls 
v ...-k with Tl1• s1-r1u1aa bU't ao daubt he •auld uve l lltd ::.d~=-hi•-• work •or•_, pu-baps t.b• righ t b5lanca 

I'd lllle to lllh up • point l• yaur rev!- of Udall' 
1111d V1agrow,,. 1'rlJH-.. r .. r 5F- - your coa .. at 4bout 
U,efr t.rNtaHt of r-t BrttlA writers I• p,ulips 11 
llttlot p,,roclll•l I•• aot .. yt11g •111tllln.!: •bout tbe 
vdteN. 1"" .. 11t1D11. I acc.11pt t.., an VT!tffa of q""IU:y, 
but " ltUa tbe cooteirt of tbe t..rgff SF field tlle1 •n ac,t 

"rrntlyl 1...i..ra or p..::• Mtt..-. Vhethe, we Ith It or 

not '-ark• Is tbot focus of En.glt• ll- v rltten SF •nd It a 
wit.bl• th.at •r•n.a wrlt.,on; b,,.ve to -k• t,h,.lr aark Cblg 
lak• •g•lut little pond). Patrbps u .. q.-ttOII to "":t 111 
w1>.1SONgoodBrttlallvrltllf'Sdali't-tobaabl•to 
-1:• It In t.b.111 l•rgu conl.elr.t I ,oocqt that tber• are 
dtffarn,cea h t.aat.. but I tlllall U.. e.1....,i.. c,f good 
wrtt!ag •n ..,tflc:t•otl1 11nl.,.rul far U.1• not ta ba • 
111,1!flelutn•--

ro,: JOJES 
H 11.a,woo:1 

lla•llf'SU• Park 
Brad,..tl 

8-rbUn RCI:? 4VG 
dtfiUJ' tr " ""'IJlT, 1 •UH beJI..,. U...t •ud of noc.ot 
Brit.id SF ts af • bl6Hr •t.aodard, •ad .11t:,JtsUcall:, _.. 
..,.,..,..,..,, Wzt •d of US SF. ~'bld, 1• vb:, I t..11.iu ,jJdhs 
Hd .. UIJT" ... abauJd ...... IJI...,, It • Htu. -- att.aUCII 
t.lMulll,qdld~ 

I Fll'D JOT HIBBEn'S DESCIIPTIO• Of .11.G.EUm' AS 9T'IIICI:" 
t.aatel- o111d, If IIN Ill Mr!-, ladlcatl.,_ a! a tat&! lack 
oa Hr put of H1 fMlh.1 for la.llg,>Ag•, aat ta .. 11ttoa "" 
l,..blUty ta dl•tla1u tah bat- Cal• flMly liravn 
CMr..:t• r v lloa,a -at.al •C.lll I• p-tra,-t so tut wa c:an 
r-uy - • p,,tll.JM vlth It, Hd (b) la T• ,_.,. ...... 
c:~actar vlla I• auppa•ed to bs • fvactlmii.96 •ll-~1caa 
spa<:Ml1p pllot all4 all- r ouad baro, .,ho ~trataa U..t 
hiscr-tarcouldnotgatllLsplot\ql.u.rwttllautuU113 
lib bot.b. cardboard •114 tnt.llaetually .... t.tatble ta a 
degr- t.b.at ta ... lldatad •ll bslld la Us sc:t1-a, hia 
sutus and Ill• aubs.lqunt t:r.....rtallmi i.Dto 1111 
lntell-=tu.al , aoT•l, f-llng ua. 

ls for Joy'• di~ that I "'don't alv•,- r•d t.b11 
r..::-trr boolls" - tilts punl• ... u aha ,_Uy ..,._ 
that •h• 's aal.ocl.l•hacl I do aat rNd U. boon, l plead 
gbtlty- I can 't •ffonl hardCCl'O'•r• but I vaaa't • war• tht• 
va• a crt.. h th SF ar-. It vUt aU r .. u, .,...,. ls 
t.b.at I do,,'t alva1s r911d VKtor rad-, ag•in I pl•d 
g111lty foronevery11DOd r-llOll l luybtouUICI lorffl­
tba papsrbtoc k .,.rSIOII ud do not waat lobs lnfhiancad by 
fltbar paopl••• tb01a1hi.. Thi• oftu f"lnful r•CU..l t o 
avot 11p la adv•no. dON, bflwev11r, !Nd lo • y thorgu3hly 
nJoytag • -ny book• "blc ll l • lgllt lla9"' lgnand bad I 
•IIDVIIII r•vt•w• to turfl aa against U.••· 

iD<I y-, l11• ewarethat ltoo•tUcllaa1'11booll:•,at1d 
t.hnt •1 own n,vh,wli • - y ~,;,t,n Ulb.;mi -· It l,;, a.Ju,,- all, 
th•fllnctlo,:,of•ravlawerlo •11 pr-bt•ftadtn1acl ... r1,, 
nd I hsve yet tD • Nt H lt1fnlltbl•cr1tlc, hva 7ou? To 
••,tba r-lpl-aurec:o11-• fr011t11rfl tagbackto-vhnt 
•1 • 11111 fnnnlah frtand• hav• bad tosayebout book• aft.,­
l've r .. d tllu, Cor, -•tl• N, thrown lba• ac:..-. the romi 
lflfllry), 

lllLJ.U 
1151arl<b ..... -'v11nua 

L11M011E118H 

TIIR llt1'CB IIJURS GUJDE TO TH• Gll .. Ur 11.8 snuu GRBAT 
qualltt•:tM,..pec:t ldlsllll••boolt ltls110ttbafaultof 
lba boolr; but of Its faas . Partlml.arly lba ZZ9 hn c:l11b 
•ltda'-'CJ:iwl>.ooarC.11111-• tabe.11.,,.tUtSFhuaour 
be@;aa vtt.h Douglas ida• s '-- also tblat It ell.dad wlt.b 
Illa). Thi• 11a11leets t.b.• prt- tnfl--=- of HBGTTH, 
Shac:U-, ( DJ .... at-.. pf /Ur•cl•l, Hd lutt_. I Tbe Proud 
Rt:,lrot.l aa -u H oUar .,..., fw,_ny vrl'IM'a a,w;1t •• hr.-, 
Pr.atclwtt , Pl..-. ifltll0111 (Ufltll ba l at tba pus t.ak• o,,,er) 
uid.at.aU.arly,.lobertAsprte. BobSllavbaavr:ltt.u.ltght­
i...rt.ad p t.._ tbel .. t e l>. Ills -t ...-1...,. ....-11 . 

"""-l•flatU.hestorwl1,butoneof.,.Dy 
oucellftlth......--SF e11t.bQl'S . 

011 t:rllagl• Bob Sb.av U• -Id t.b.at TN b.,5'1Jad 
,j.-trwi.uts ta ta bs a tr-tlc,gy beca,ia,. Ca) It ....,Jd ha too 
lo•g, ...._ (b) ha !Mads lo P"Y tba r•t -•• htla . Two 
.,.lid fair ,..._. lo -.te • t..ra;• - pt • t.rll01J . 
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b D!le ot his collectlou,, llarlH 1111- r•l•taa of • ti.. t.alnt ta do anything •or• ••bltlaus ....,. U be frfN 

prad when II.it •w1opped laltl award (a Hugo I thllll at • ta t. ....-a ...,l,JttDUII -- llt ... lN .. ii7 .... 1ur·• I reelly 
db_,. with IJ.-.ula LaGu!n'a ......,1 a ward A wit- aadaa dou't tbh1.I'. "..::bis••• I• aoY"h•r• n.._r bt!lug 8 co• pl<He 

!~~:--~;: u!£::~?:t-=.~i:.~:t I·::,..·:::~ 1 =-~1~~~~~f1~!::S;~lroa~;:::-:::..-~:-;·:: 
stort•,ltrytodogood-. R1&latnow,Icould11ot aurelr•&'oodtblaa'P 
CQ9p)eU • ncrral U~au3b I Ii.a- 12,000 words h • file l'tillraopllJ ta IIQ1C about COIIKl-1)' foll-ln.g In 
-ura. I s11epect If 1 go to• publleb..- v!U, 20 shon. IMlMOM alN._ foot.atape, or •1-•llag J>',llaapbers to 
st.or!• U)'lag, "Yould JOU lib to put out • collection ot nalt.lld 1-1• .,. II ti.., are t!Mt f\ra1. slid oal7 QD• to 
0.-?9 I viii DCl't get tar "" lt • J wort -• good . f" 11,r,,,.. ud UON lhaugUa. Sa al COUrM 7ou'n aat llllely to 
write-a caa an •"•7 wltla ,,._t •~t • torlM, Elli- ......,_ abort 'legal, bn, HuM nd l'gp,..- ts ftetlo. 
d-, bvt "" Us ...-11 .. t wort .... ,. lo,,s..- for• . Vab n.t1011p)ly t. ~J -- JDIJ SU.A • ptt .. phy by 
of U.. Clry (crtglDall:f ·•bl•l v- ll1s Urst 'tlook, sillot colncid•c:e/l• fl-, a,ot by rffcUe,g •P ,_ hn • ml 
.,-,, be bcos publt.lwld ,...t two ~ -l•, Domis..11 aJ>d -,1ag, "TU, I'll go •loag wtU. that• UC yau do 
Spl<Hr 6/u. ""'l.,_u.._1agly, ,.,.. iaa 1 .. g,,..u.._ , TI!ese J-OFl• 

Bradbury t• a• ..U..-; N __,,.a.1 u- puskd •tort• --~ 011 pllil.._plly, U.•7 dtda't b....,t It 
t.og•U.... to aab • c,oll«:tlo•. ba .. •laost·llOlr•l u l_,,t Vay doM tw• u.- to N lat• r-ecu.._ with U.• 
Garry UlvorU. t. ett.raetlag: atta• U .. to U.. alu:Jrt atary -....tatda" varldr I bow - could ._ U.. votld" by 
.a.g• Ja buag h•Ard c;m a laud •a.ough ac:el•, but •aut.s~ ...-!l!iest.s 

~ •cHIGH "1IOt lai-•~ t• -,0.. appmlag side" which a, la 
3i CcluDdaco i'o• d li-lr, dlYlS1-tag hto •Id- lf ... all °""'!;ht the 

CotrHlrJ CUI U.1! i.-d.._ fn:aU.l •ttaet OIi 0.. -ouur• vorld a..::c:Nded In 
"6pldu- II.. "•• or'8faalJ7 rb.11dsd •• Roc:hblll7 . U.. lcag la"II, v•'d g•t tato polltlca ,Hd at.art va"' alt;. 
EJH- •lao ,;;v-o,JVU P'boeal.a ViUlout alsbN, • IIONJlsatloa It la, • 117 polltlc:elly COD.Kl- wrltsra a.ti I•- aaocgat 
of Illa fal-.f 7' Hr"I- TN SU.rl011t , o,fU, Jrd..-anl Br7aa1 • ,- probably fMI tUt worU•g h ti.- ... 11 ways I• •or• 

nu OII061 ,. rNE n, IUSiD alll QUESTIOIS , -scatsit· · ts 
ddt• -1 la • y-iu.t lac:ttasdtct1-r7ur• ll11laua 
d1•1sl...,.,butltAtaltto-dhle.lamila~r•1.toD, 
d1Ylslc.•11111C1Clet7, 

But tllougll aocletJ le begl• -1.•g to •bow wld•nlag 
cnc.Dbat--C~•or"'gn,ups",IU.hklllch&el 
Cobley I• •Ul11g too aucll of --.Ch!...- wlU.la a<:t•­
flctlcm or faatA•1· To a ceru.la .rtn.t, SF d•I• wltb 
tc>1.t.r-.probl-Hdltlst,...IU.bl•t1>J1taocialandoth•r 
rMl-Uf• dil'l•I- AA reflec:1.ed ill It. ,..... I dDO'l 
t,,.U..,._ahould11'tu:pac:t. l• -glDatlT• -pla..,.th:zastn 
tu,t..a:, bec:a,_ of U.- "19ClltA .. • . i good wrlt•r \.,.,-,,. 
to ..... 11th• toot• of hlscraft-orat \MstattHpta 
to,aco• peteatwrtt..rwlllc.17.-c• ..-tellltoDl•tnordar 
to brl"ll'. out th• .... pr ocfoet e.s•I• snd agaill -- tbe 
dltfar •• ee, perhllp•, betw- a • tlll• cl Hd crutlvs 
c• rpaatsr ,ond a taetor:, 11,.. wort ... prClductns ldnttcal, 
plata- lootla5 U.bl• . Th• fac:tory llae wort..- do.• aot 
prClduc. plda-lcottng U,bl• b• ca,_ of •chi••• that 
prsvuthlefro• COfl• lderlllgc,-toa- • -dequallt7wort. H.,, 

prClduo•• pl•l•-loot l"ll'. U.bl• b• c&VM lt 'a quieter, 1111s\er, 
el>e• p• r a nd • or • profltAbl•, aad parblps beeau,.., he lacta 

-c-- .......... .......................... ~,.,_ 
:::.7""-h.::.:-.:-==.::.-:.-;,•"'7',.. _ _,_o,-,n __ 

....,_..,,._"==:::::.:::.::.:-:..::....-.:;-·-···-
!:~W..i:-':.;E2P~~~!'r..-:-: 

lltalJ to n,coinge • Ntt..- futur• n • coad.,.lo•. "a• SF 
lli-atw-• c:e• • at• ,- Ullat about ~tbtlltl• Hd thus 
l...--._. •• boulD1J.,_l,..." l•tDOWato-tSF fa• s, 
laa'tttl' 

n. r!Dal t• pr ... lOll I g•t fr- l~l'• •rlld• I• 
t..11.at 1- la obMsaad wtUI tH ldM of -..:J:,i&as". to a pol• t 
t..11.at blbda Ill• to -u1111 -· obo'I-... 11 .. .-.,.u_ 
IPpl&IIAUOID.S for dltr...-11111 futA•:, p• ttHU •Ml to• pol•t 
wbar• H tNI• fandoa I• _._1,..., • t.eazlble u• lty whlcb 
ca.•rlaa11p • ndbrla5•bout•udd•" • o::l• IC.U"ll'.• Politte• 
-t• todotllat•lldfall•. Rallglo• cioe• .....,tt-dolt, 
but to frlibtnlo.g affect (t.ete tH pr-t --, <• 
tbe IISAJ but tllan pollllc:a nd nlt5!.oa ca.• be -11 •• 
..,hi•••,too. 

•l-'• • lao b• -rd fro. ll•J S.tt.b of S.rnsl•7, wit.II furt.hr 
t.la"",'1'11U 011 tll• ragt.laorn (- V\35 and '11:wl Keep U• 
Jatt.ni rolllng In -- and If )'OIi CH, plNIN t1,,. tb ... It 
t,jjJ a.a .... ,.., .. ,!01118 .,,,,111 •t 3 Ja tll• .orl>1ft81• 

interzone 
SCIENCE FICTION ANO FANTASY ___ ..... __ -­~v--­_ ... __ 

. ---------·-.. -- .. -••OI.ANUUO-.P----.- .... . -----.. -.... --. ... -__ H,_UO..tJl•""---•HIIUI. 
UL--1111 ... -• ______ , ...... ___ ., .. __ _ ___ ... __ .. ___ _ 
··--- ·-·--- _,, ..... _ .. _ 
•• ,.1 .. "--,,. ___ ...,_,...._ ----· ... _______ , 

- •-o.e. ... r--ULP\II-O••OU"'1. 



f ORGOllf N f RUil 

Davi~ Knott 

Bla.• 11 It ,;,11 •r •ogln111trl11g training if you !De, but I V•rn••• wa.y ""'" to hy th• !oundatloDII far bl• 
have a !asclnatlon for the wa7a lb wblcb Klentific • tori- In ... tablh,b-,1 scl•n1 ltlc tn,;,wledga, and tlleG lead 
prl1>CtplN can be nploltlld, wb.lcb uaually Hceeds •y Into •peculatlonH, whll• atlll adb•rla11 to tbe law of 
illuinmt in tbt1 prlnclplea tbe• ulYn. Sl• !Urly, 1tben scle-. Tat th tlction """ th" do• lnant partner In bi• 
I read sclance fiction, I a• u&ually • ore lnterfftlld science tictlon -- lie "rote wbith!o the tradittonl rulea 
ill the way an a\ltbor U&e6 bi• sc:tentlflc ~lulat10na of • aln•trN• Ut<moture, wuvloll bl• ecla.DCe Into 

the.a In th• actual idM8. And I a • al11aya concern.cl about conventlowl 11ouellatic for ••. 
wa•ta: Juat .. an u,glDeer • bould 11ever squander n" 
...,1.4,rtala, .., tba SF writer should • a.lie tba bNt poaaibl• 
UH Of tha • lldlu• wltbbtb•bound•ofbl•story.l.ooUng 
at ~t•nc• fiction fro• tbls angl• lends all u111>Sual 
per•pect1v•, and It also r•v•I• so•• unexpected 
dllf•rHCN betwNn SF and ••aJnstrea•• tlctlon. 

The nature of science fiction bai;; larg•ly ~11 
deter•illed by the worts of on• aan: J11l11t1 V..rne. In hi• 
novels b• HtabHebed a foraulll for SF wblcb stlll 
doelnat" the genr• to thls day. Verne was ISO uncannily 
accurat• lo hls speculations on future inventions that h• 
I• reguded by uoyasa visionary: y•t th• aa.)or purp01W 
of lb• sct•ntiflc •leHnt of hls writing wa• to l•nd 
conviction tohlsstarl•. 

Verne wa• wrlthg at a tlae when eclence was flrst 
being put to-011agrandscale.E11gi11HrlngwasSNn by 
so•e as the ltfl)' ta a pf"Ollperous futun, while oth•ni NW 
It•• a threat ta tbelr way of life. Usl.11g sclHtlftc 
•vldencetobM:lt11panargua1t11tcarriedgreaterpersuaslve 
power than ever heton, and Varn• realised that ao 
accuaulatlon of 11et•ntlflc d•lalle could both convlnc. 
rNdere ol the veracltJ of his storlM and prepare the• 
for bis conjscturN lwblch they would then !Ind HSIO!r to 
a,ccO!pU . 

Coneidu this pae••g" fros 20,000 i...s.- Uod= tb" 
S.., in whlcb Vern.. I• revealing the dHtruc:tlve poweni of 
tbeoofaruntdentlfll!dhutilua: 

Afti!r putting bu ln the drydact, eogln,;;iri; 
h • i-:t..d u,., Scotl.a. They could not belleve 
tbttir ey-. Eight feet below her waterline there 
wae • neat bole In the for• o1 a.11 leO&C<i l,.. 
t.-laogle. !t was so perf...,tly •II.aped thal It 
could ecarcely hll,ve bNn done better with a 
prKUHon tn•tru•ent. The object "'h\ch had aade 
thlshole•ustbave~o1tdre•"lYun,..ual-­
a11d att•r being drlvao into the s hip wltb 
pnxilglOU1i force, aoough to pierce a bull 116 
inches thlclt, lt •u&t bave withdrawn by u ... u 
!11 aaannerco•pletely11nnpl,11tn1bl• 

Ju• t th • use ot tbe wont •tsoac:otl-• I• enough to 
r•v-1 Varn••• belief In the power of scientific 1 .. nguag1 
to convince. It d.,_.o•t rully aatter to the ,·eadot r what 
!tort of trt .. ngle it ii>, but thi• adjective 1 .. nds ti•• 
authority of a tec:holcal report. A.11d later lei t he •tary, 
when Verne descrlbe!i the fabulous •ub•arlne which has 
causedth1rdaaage,thereaderdoesnotrecoll 1ndt•hell1I: 
he acc•pts this laaslnative Invention becau,,e he ha11 
lwirned tu trust the author's sclentlflcexperllu, lllrgely 
beca,_otsuchattentiootodO!tatl. 

Cont1raporar1 tbought W• •• aucb U68d by 110 Yell• too, 
ill hi• SF "'rltlng, but ba t>Ot bis apec:ulatlon• one •tep 
further than V1rne . Rather th.an pnodlct future Invention•, 
Yells .-d acle,u:e a11 a •prlngboa,rd ta •pec11lat1011a on th• 
future of u11tind. But lite Ven,e, hO! praparlld the ground 
palllstaUngly bafore be .. dehts lups into conjecture, as 
t.hlae.:tractfro• TbeTJseJtacbfoe•how•: 

"Sclentlfl<: people,• pr,;,cee<iad the Tl•e 
Traveller, attar the pa.- required !or the 
proper aH!ailatloo of this, •t11ow very wall 
that Tl•• ts only a popular 11Clenttrlc dlagra•, 
a weather record. Thi• line I trace wlth •)' 
Unger •how• the •ove-ot of the b,,roaeter. 
Y<!titerda.y it was filO high, yest•rday night It 
fell, th1t11 tbh, aarnl.ng lt ro»e again, and IIO 
g•ntlyupwardtohere.Surelytbe • -rcurydld 
not trace tbia line in any of thedlaen•lonsof 
Space generally recogQlsed? But certalnly 1t 
traced suc:b a ll11e, and that line, therefore , we 
auet co...:lude wa• along the Tlee-Diaenlon.• 



llnlll••V..-... ~..-,V1ll•wMu11eOUftdl•-af l 
lllt• acl.ntltlc UIOJSbt, H tbla ~ U • cmatni..a. I 
¥llll l• lt01.allr-•laci• gtotbe~lc.llrllllte..-1t1,&111 
ec:l•- •tud•nt would .,-gue tut t.be • ll'Cllr'}' lrlCN I 11.Ae 
I• botb •p,11ct1 lad u .. , wltll tll• •~ dt• -utcm belftf 
pe,rfectlr otwl- - 11p and dawn. 

It 1a 11-t M tf .... n. ruellad tllrougb Ult.~ 
I • U• Mg- to gt,t oa to aoN _lat...-.atlag lllllart.lag 
oa t.be fut.ur. of ti•• ln1M1 n,o,a , ai. U •- lr1.,.llu- 1 .. ,,.. ~u:.i:- 1ad u.nl f.llcta - bellt..:I lll.UI • IUI 111ml 

•J ~ 1 bNIUl, Nt • J t.Nt.11, grlppt,d t.be 
•terUq; 1_,.-wttll bo\.11Mad• , 1ad -toff 
•IU1t.aud ,• 

~E TIME MACHINE -Till ......... COQ.D--..C.ucut 

for ¥ell•, eclenc• ,. .. .-ful u I • -1111 to I 
llWury 11111, 11111 II• Ill• lbl tl • I tuv11l1r cont- IJtl bta 
btobdf tow&rd• tll••nd of tb1 • tory1 

"Cao• ld1r I bve bND • pec:ul1Ung upon tb• 
dNthlN of our rilCI, unt11 J ti.YI hiltcbld tbi• 
flct!OII ," 
¥.ti• took • grut• r 11111l,...UH lMp ll••n V1rne In 

thilt b• did not U • it bi• •p•culltlon• t.o t.lNo lrN of 
ec:1•-; alld ba ,. .. ..--dl1r to Jet ec:l111tlflc .cc:uncr land 
for It.Nit one• be hild t.uu U1a lMp l11to co1>Je,ct.w-1. 

It WI• llOt 11atU U11 arrlHl of lid- HusllJ'• 8r1ve 
·- VorJd tlllt SI' 111d tt• !lr• t .. J,or- IU• lut!OII. of u,. 
1ff«:t• Dlecl111Uflcprc:igr-Ollb.U•Haacl•t1,Tb1• 110Yel 
,. .. • warnlDg 11ptaat t.be du,ger• of d• nlop!ag lllnry 
Ford .. pb.llDOIOpb.1 of - prodllCUOII to• logical 
conelialon - U11 .- producUoa of hu• -11 b• ings to 
fulfil pradNtlllld rolN I.a 90ClOltJ , hi Hoal-,'s dru.d.ful 
fut...,.•, • on:11111ar• prod.UOld fortllaborlag,r1p1tlt1njoba; 
btelllgent people ar• c:r•1\ad for aa111g1 .. 11t and .--n::h. 
la H NTki opaah.g clllapter-, wbtclll "-crlbN • tow' of ,._ 
• tudut• 1..--ad u.. Gutral 1-doa HatcWJ •ad C...Stt­
l1;111illg C.11lr1 , U.. • -clll.1..-ll.l• bOlb•llllUI" of th ..arU!n I.• 
det.allad : 

Bnt - I.Mir iNl..,...,.t•, tbrN hulldnid 
J'erUll--• ww. pl unged , 1• U.. Dlractor of 
lllltcberl• a • d Cmdltialli.q atarecl u • roa• , 11 
u • eca...,.11 1irNU1ag st1-, U• 1bNu­

::::::!u':t~"'.'uir.lag llll• or "U.tle, of abarbad 

Brave New World 
Aldous Huxley f / .. C ' ( ". . 
"'~, 

~1- ·q·~ , .. .~ 

)!vJ 
~-=-· 

TJ,a ..arter• - look ~tic:.!: "S1&Ddlrd ND IDd 
vo• n ; u, u• Uor• bltcbs• . Tl"' " llol• of • • •-ll factory 
staffad wlU tM produ,ct• of a slagl• bouao,..sU.flecl •g11 .• 

111 It.I• porlrayal of • ac:llll•--llh hwuo•, liloall)' 1" 
oirt of step "ttll thl M,JorltJ of l1te:rSI' Url1Ar•, wbo 
CQIOUtute 1 .. 1.Nd oa lllu•1a-Ub • ac:hl- - robot• , .lad 
be wa• also out of •tep wltb U. aagi_.. ot tM day: 
t.beJ Nfllll to rep1- ilUIIH• wltll • -ell!-, ntbu tbn 
..,,1 ti••• aor• ..._h11 .... 1u. for 1nwgr1t1011 Into I.be 
prod11Ctl0111l-. 

Vb•.-. Hud•y II,_ wroagly at tbe Nd atap la tbl 
pr- of ..,.. productloa, [urt You1qut, wrlthg aft.a' 
tillsstepllu.aetiallJOQl:Urrsd,ls1bl•t.0Nhllll.• flrst 
aoHI, l'J• :,ar Pl•ao. 1 •or• problble plct11r• ot • c:lllllllng 
fut11re . 111 • aay "IJS tbls book III tN • mt -tut I 
llav• rMd la pradlctlag th t.rUII 1ff«:ta of acluc• OIi 

aaclatr , 
.l tllltd tadu• trlal r .. olutlon blSc:cmplatelJ rqlacld 

tb• lower ord.,.. or tbe work·Jaroe wltb •-cblnn, with 
only uglDNr• and • -n111• r• bavln11 any ,_ or any NJ 1n 
th• "•JSOCl1tr 1• 1'11a , tb• .. JorltJOfpe,opl•JuatMY•to 
pa•• t.be tl• a •• 1-t tb• J CIA, "BJ •11•1 ... ting 11111111 
error tllrwgll • ac:blDlr'J', 1nd nNdl- co• pe,tltloa tllrougll 
organlNUOB, wa'v• raised th stand.an!. of lhlag of u .. 
aweng• •-I 111•1-ly,• u:,s • top 111...g•r. 

But VOBM!!Ul .. prot.ago11&t, • ri• ID.g swr l • Ollg tbe 
•nal-r• a1d • 1,..11er• ,-hl)'oadtl:lts • tat .. •11ttotN 
.. pt1- •ad dNpalr of thl ordlury pe,oplN' IIYM, •1111 
to tl,,a lloll-- of U.. ti.lief• OIi wb lcll bl• ltfa 11>11 
• Drlllreblsld,Ubeuya: 

" It._ ,,_ta Nil of• ti•• to tM!alha, l• all 
-- ,,_t tbl• godd.u -r hllal- of paople 
lll•lagt.011011..-.lto....,1d-. hdpeopl1J,_t 
don't, tlllt's all , I wl&li Uts ...,.. • lllu.adrsd 
yw,r• ,,,_ -• •l tlll .....,.ybody .-.I to tbe 
cir.lag• .• 
l1Ul•bool!Yc-... ut_,.l_.....,..lrar• dl.• tlact­

lo-. la bi• SP, Illa clllarec:-tar• lrl Ur--dtMUl0111o1l; 
ec:1--=- l• ....:! 1• •oA tll,n • sprlagtio.rd to fHtaay -
It I• • aot too ~l111t hrcti allctlD.g tM l hN o f all 
tM chlrac:ter-•; and n..t af 111 1 - c llaracter• r..,..l 
u • a....,.ag• - •'• rMCtlo• to U.. ...,, frigktulag 
tacuDlagr - aocli:ffJ . Y..-gut 1.• ON of u.. few SF 
writ--• wlllo d-"t 1001pt eel,._ aod t.adiaolag1 a5 • 

Good.Tit. , wl tllout -t1cm 



,C111J>eg11t also &bows thet techm,lr:,g7 ,_,.,. go rldl=l­
.,..1,. wrong . .l dra'-'3hta-pla7tng ccaput.r 1a r..tuc.d b7 U.. 
....,, to II s•Dkn.g ruh durla.g a ga-. • bad.17 Mlldered 
COIIUK:t 1s t.he ca.- of tba b.-..lidolt11, but tba •-a• la: 
1-- "bollveb7aleetronlcadlabyalactro11lca.• 

Bilt best of all ls U.a b11•ou:r, • ran q1,111.ltt7 ln • 
11•11ravlll,;:h tr-t• Kle11c:e v ttbr..,.ra11c:e: 

" .... nd t.hare VHOld ltulcahJ whoiii,tahold of 
ht• oard and doc:tor..t It vttb u leeplc:t •o the 
• ac:bl11N vould think he va• q1,111.lJfled tor• big 
proaotlon but hi, got r•trlc:t.d to barrac:t• tor 
hvin11 c: lap tve11t7-• lx ti• N and then 
t r a11aterred to the balld .. • tro• bone player 
• ban hit c:oulda•t ••ea vlllstle 'Bat Crc.• Bu11•' ... • 
hd Vonnlt(lllt pn)Yld• at 1-t Olla quotatlcm •hicb 

should be tatto.d on..,..,. magi.a~'• rl11bt ara: •1t isn't 
t-1.tg• u,.• t'e ..,11;1115 trouble, but U... - it'• put to.• 

.1.• othfl' lllten• t111g Npec:.t of l'Je7•r pt._,,o 1s It• 
de• -tr.tlm, that • d• -c:rtpt1o• of taaorn:,,,'• tachnologr 
c:a• eooel<X1told-fuh.1011.t . J'llbll.abedl.• l9!12,theboot 
dac:rlbN EPIC.AC u,, the coaputfl' whicli runs tUt future 
eoc,tety , 

• 1t•a a11 elacu-oal<: coaputillg .-chlH -- • 
bralll, U you llte, Tbi• cllaaher alooa , tba 
6Ulle&t ot Ule thlrt7-CH U&ed, COIIU.hlll • IIOll!;b 
,. ,,. to ruc:b froa berato U... • OOII !our ti-. 
The.-. are • ore vacuua tubN h tba entire 
111• tru• -11t tU-11 tbare ...,.. 111 the State of law 
Tortbefor e Yorld Yerll." 
Six year• later Jac:t Kilby and 111• coll-11uH bullt 

the fir• t 11onolitblc lntegrat.tclrcult, ud theeraoftbe 
vacuua tubevasover. A co• p<1tar v ltb tbapowaro!liPICAC 
u,could probably now ti.bOUIIIC U111garde11 abed. 

lu.a.c: Asl• ov•• aoc:lttr IJII the planet Solari• in Tb• 
l•k-1 Suo la based 011 •!every, with robot rath•r tha.n 
b1&a&11 alav•. It l• oneof th• -117•u.pl• ot • flctlw, 
f•t...-ing • blghl7 .-IHD<:al t.-:luiolr:,glc.l • oc:t•ty vlt.lcb 
JIU'•doatc.117 oppe,ar• aor• feudal tha.n aodern. 

So• e ot t.bt robot& ere UDdtstlllglllaha.bla fr- l1.11ae1111 
to U,,. llllinfm-atd obMr-ver, but A•lao,,'s tach11lc:a.l 
d-rlpUon of the• Is spa,,_. Tb-, anc ~ around • 
po• tt.roatc bralll, II,• e.1plalu, aad the dttalla !;O Utt!• 
dftpar, lot tlMt A•l •ov I• ~ " Ith sc:t .. ot her• ; 
ratlltr 11,• Is coostrvc:tlng a ... 11 of fact• tbrougll whtc:11 h• 
l•~-tbepattern otacon.ve11tl011o1ldatact1H•tor7. 

.lll tbe robots • n built to obey tbt f••- Tiu-ea 
Ltvs of Robotlct; but this ualforalty-•• ra tb• r unlikely 
whenontloots • ttb•c:ha.otlc • toi<::t\lrtof th • "rul-ltte• 
c,oaputtr lndllti trr , Here one product ha& eppurtd ln thou--­
• -nds of variation• , with fev atte• pta at • t.and•rdlaatton . 
Tb• Thr•• Lav,a of llobotlca could only ul• t wbera human 
utun bail bee11 • tlil-1 -- otbervlr.e sna el>ody vould be 
bound to build• different, lav-brea.tl.ng rnbot In tlle p<1r­

swlt of pen,oael gain . U you're goU111 to hvent a huaan 
socl•ty. It • Uilt be d•fln-1 b7 bll.lL!LII c:haucttrl•ttc,a, not 
b7 an author's whla , U It Is to convU>C• tbe retder . In 
T.11• l•lt:td SUD tlM! • oc:l• tr ........ arbitrary a• to dh;pol 
•11 f• ltll 111 lH n• rr• tor, and Mt!C• to pnv• 11t tb• -pu­
• loa ot dlsbell• f wblc b ta -U-• l to the • •Jorant of 
a 1l gl»dfictl011 . 

.lt10U..r fl.av ta thl• - 1 la l• Nr•• t la the fora of 
tH d• tac tiH • tor7 It.elf: obvi - COllcl•tOIL• ,,u·• 
rnul ad 1.• tt in Ula boo,11 • lttreo11tor"t.-1 unfoldlll!; of tN 
g-la• . Elijah Bal")' auddtnlr dilK:at'er• tllat t wo robots 
"orting lb w111&o11 oan coa• lt • urder •Jld yet • till obeJ the 
tbr• 1.• wa . Thllli , a fact that vould be apparent to any 
c:o• pet.e11tcrllllnal tall .. Hv•n--elghtltaof th• booll toaalle 
lteel!.-.pparaat to tha •••terdetA!c:tlve lwbo, J1t11t to aate 
th•ploteven • or•co11vlncln11, N• acb06all u,;,ngallotber• 
to eolv• the cri•• a11d thus • afaguard the futur• ot 
brtll!l. 

low thn.t we 're In tberulae of llerO&S "hoara faced 
with t.aviog the world, lt I• appropri.at• to study Herry 
Kiorrlaon'a Tb• Stain/- StHl Rat:. Yb ll• Aslaov'• charac­
ter I& th• last p&r• clll DH v 1111ld •atruat with • ucb e taall, 
llarr lt1011's • uper--btro c har .. tN raad•r Into believing be 
,;.aado •11ytllh 11 , 

llarrl•O'!ll's euggtrattd story warts ir-;l• elJ bac.• use 
ofbi• totaldh,rllflenlfortbebouadliof~lblltt,-,his 
bu-,-, .•..d hL• adb•r• IIO• u, Ult bNlc• of bu-11 
• oth•atlo• vh&D dav•loplllg hi• charactars, .lltbougb th• 
plot t a abaunl., tba ot.Mrv• tlonll cm luma• ooafroatetloa 
wttb tacb1t0log7 he.-• th& ring of trutll. 

It Is tha h•ro'• C011ta• pt tor ti•• •uperhua.an 
tacbnology that put• th• r-der 011 tbs • Id• cit the 
St.,,!n1-St.Nl Rat fro11 th• beglbaing: 

•You can't ciu t • ov•• co• puter-robol coablnatlon, 
not 11b•nth•y• ove1ndr• actlnalcr OMoOC1nda-­
Dut )'OU CSR outthlnk the•-· 
hd u Ule story unfolds Karri- noi.• gn• •)'•ptc• 

of • bllh-tacb M!Cl•ty which • oat O'ther wrttar• have 
tottU 7 1!;11Qt"td -- the attand.• at, Uourtsbt113 bu.-..ucracr: 

•lot • rlvet tall,but th.at itafal1 11u aotad-
l • qul11tupl1uta . Altd latar follow.d "JI with• 
_..,l.lvet, Vaatag•.Quary,• 
I• au7 we7a llarrl• o11 capt,.,,._ the lluaH rNCttcm to 

•c it- aid •.ngtneertng • on, ac,;urately U.a •nr dudly 
•-rt- SP vrlttr. 111gb tacbnol.ogy Is .....S by bl.& 
c barac:tar• to la~ 011 crl• • that ha" bN• • roull<I for 
u.o...aadsofyea,ra;toraxeapl•• 

"lcma of tllll robOta loohd up - I .,.... d-n 
tlMal•l•- 1 •ouldbavabeeaaurprl-• d ltlHJ 
ud . Th")' vare all low-grad• lt~t:,pas, •hart on 
bnlu and !jood 01117 tor slapl•, rep9tlt1v• 
" ort. That was why l It.ad blred tba . TNr bad 
no curiosi ty•• to "IIY tbay ...-. tatlD!; tll• 
li,bela off the flll-1 Oilll• ot uott t1"\lil•, or 
v b.at waeat tbeotller e 11d of t.hallD"iag belt 
tllat brought the can• through th& vau.• 
Thi.& observation I• hor09 out hr • .--at article In 

eo.,-,ter ~-Uy -gazt.,., which n,v• -1.t tha t 11oet 
cnaputtr c rtaes t11volvad al• ple elt.er• tloll• to Input 
Hgur• rather than • ny ac,ph l• tlcat• d .- ot th• • - cbllMI 
- • aod• ra ver• loa of flddllf18 the boot• . 

a-• r, vll. lle ll• rrl.aoll's undu-at• KUII ot hu-n. 
aat......., ta -ad, hls luttact !er ng1--1ag ls • or• :=, C-idtr this da•c:riptlm, of .• bo• t'• outboard 

h wa• a tlrad lootl"3 at.oat<: i...t~ach.li,g• r, 
sl• pl tbultffl.cla11t. l o a ovl111p•.rt• ,ltsl• pl7 
-ted ta cold late .. et.er, bMl.-1 it to. boll 
• adabotltouttllrougllanulldan,at.erjet . 

.I, hen Hchnol!"er l a al• ply .• d.,,1.,. for tr• nat• r r l1115 
but Jro• 011& fluid to anotbe r without the tlutd• <Xl• lng 
Into cont.act . It does not provtd• • ottv• paver , .l1110: what 
lilth• polntof beetlngw1t.artoebollandU.• n 111 boot1n15 
It e"•)'? If aotlon l a requlrtd, cold va,ttr "Ill do just .• B 

... u . 
TbJe • !nor slip dON oot lap,• ir ll• rrlaon'• 11nv• l to a 

•lg• Ulcant degree; it Jll,-t rat• ag.• Ln th.It 9Cl• nc• ta 
11ot the -t Laport.ant tact.or In • clHc:e fiction . Tab tu 
•ctuce out of Tbe IU«J sun alld ,ou'rt lett vll.b • 11 
1n,c-•l• c i111 detactlY• DOY• ! ; do tb,a ..... to 7h 5~1• J­
St•1 Rat aad you'ra left vltb a ....x:-fvl n~rte.lnaallt 
latNJ•-lk• ldtradltlOII . 

l'arllap• th• IIQ'l'lll wblc:b -t c l•rl7 brl•8• !.• to 
foc:..a • 11 • -pee.ta of ti...- of sc:teoce I.• SI' I• Arthur C 
Cl• rlla 's 2tl10: OdT-'7 1wo. Thi.a wN. OOIICel.-ad 111 Cl• rlla 
a • H "eitc:illllg intti'Stall• r advHtlU"• th.It could • ctu• Uy 
hlppe!l and th.It doe,,11't dtfJ tbs la,.. of pby• lc• .• 

n,. •ctentitlc atelttWI of l.bl.5 book 1s aarY• ll0118lJ 
put tog•Uer. Of all • cJ•nce tlctlon """•la, this • uat haYe 
th• ballt- dav•lopad • tructura of fact and tnlighte11ad 
predlc tto11 . Jotbisse11ultl• ed.trec:td-11d• 11toftbe 
V• r11t tradition. Consider this passage, dNCrlblnl!" the 
surface of lo, one of the • 0011• of Juplt•r, •• • N II fro• an 
orhltlngapac.shlp: 

So•- of the &ulpb1,1r lakes are IU>t • na..gb to 
glow,but .• 05t of tba llgbt -•- tro• elactrlc­
• l dl•c harg•- , ivar7 few • !nut.ts the vbol• 
laad• cap• MHS to • r.plode, .. lta!jlantpbclto­
fl.•• b bas!jOa• Dtf • booNI lt . AndtUt'sprobebtr 



not a bad •l).IIJogy; lber• ar• • 111101'1• ot .. p• 
Howlag 111 the 11 ... -\0lb• ltDlllDg lo •ad Juplt.,., 
•IMI nary 90 otta11 t11 ....... • br•lldowfl, Tb.n JOU 
gat lh• blgg•t llpblr,g fl.Mb 111 llllt Solar 
S7•ta•, Hd JI.alt our clrcult-brNII- )l• p lllll 
l• • 7• p• tby. 
la 3010 lh• Nader 1• u-.tad to a C• tatl• d, •d-ted 

-• uo• a.t • ~ part crf lh• -l&T •,-w., Cl&TII• ._ 
repr-t.• Uo• l• - 1.kwaupc N to lacllld• • 4-:rlptlo• 
of • fll • of sulpll...- d,_t 11bld1 IMl• blowa cm to tb• 
•baDdoHd • pacesblpDl~!ro• lo.Rl•- •Hdoftb• 
90rt of faci. wb l.cb ulla t11• r• -d• r • top aad tbt11ll aarll 
tbl• MI the worllofa acbolar, 

Ultr011oa7 11-• full cf • IICII 11'1lr4lulng but ••o-
10111- eoh,c!dHC-. Tb• -t f••- .... th• 
fact lh• t, fro• lh• l.artb, botll SU. ud AOOD 
Ila- the - app• nt1t dl ... t• r. ll• H at L-1 
llbraUo• po!at, wbldi B4! lrot- Md cllmn 
f,;r lta coa• lc ba.lallclag • ct o• tN gradt.• t10111-
•l Ugllu-opa b• t-Jupltar • ad lo,a •J.• ILar 
p~ ooc:urnd. P1.• -t a..:I .. uuita 
appear• d ~tl7 tile - • !». 

llovev•r, altbougb tba • t.ar"J' of lh• pl.• aet •ad lta 
utalllt• a 1• followed tbrougb to• eonc:1 ... 1011, tha ,...,s.,. 
I• l• ft w111Uo15 tollflow • or• • bollt tb• fat.of tilellu• afl 
CIO• t,oa011tbaboollb-.dHdad.Porla• tanc::e,tilecaatr•I 
cllar• ctar,DrH,e71fOOd Ployd, 1• 011t..,..ergaof ap• Wul 
eoofr,;mt.• Ucm wl tb 111• wit• , wbo ba dK.ld• d U • t tbel.r 
urrl•g• I• ov• wbll• M h• a bN• 011 th• • t• aloa to 
Juplt•r, T• t CLarlt• I•- Illa - lie I• abaut to go Lato 
lllb• rutlcm for tN Jour-, bac.11 to a• ru., • • d 1•• .... 
1/U-,,• r• d ·-u- I• tN .....S..-.. • lad : did U.lr 
r• l• t1-lilp oo• plately H4; l:f ao, did PIOJd • Ull t.11.llllt 
Illa • t•• loa wortbwlltl•: wllo got CU9tody or tllelr -; -
aor• l• porta11tl7,11bogot cu• tod7cftbalrpaldolpbl •• ? 

Jt JAi H if Clarll• .... 90 abaarbed ,oJtb tylr,g 
tog•ther th• tbr eoda o f tile plot 011 lb• IIOlHtlflg level 
that the bu• 1111•t-• ot ,oupuahad a• lde tor l.• le,-- theo 
tor15ott.11 . .U lf~l01111of tlleoeed tohv•.,;, .. ltlad 
of 1r,,...11, lat• n • t """"1log-off, N tar- I.II da,;:1•1- to 
urry b• t-• two ,.lnJ of __,.ut,s, OM p• lr 11.Nfl't 
- ucMqed liagerlag gl.Pcas ~t lM wbole 
book, ,-t U.,'n •uddul7 pntpand to .arda ...... th• 
•l• t-t.qgeU...lfloyd'• .--ctl011totbt• -,•lllcbN 
..-1-Milel•• -ttlla,d-aforlllbenwltloa,l• fNble 
totbapo111tofbel11gl.• ug1Yble: 

•1- luad• ,..t.• 1d w!r.Jyou,..re sp• lldl•g- • IICII 
tl- tot5elber. TN, It la tact.• •urpr1-... wbo 
,oould Ir.ave tllougbt ltt• 
TIit• nO¥el, • ere than 1107 otllar lo tbls brlaf s tudy, 

d•-tr•~ lbe da11g- .,, aut.llor f- b tr7lq to f ob 
111• n,.,,S• ... oH lfitlr, a Ult Uaougllt-1111t "lr,uua-l.atat,._t• 
story - U,.t .. CH get blct to lM bit• O..t l otaNISt 
Ill• -t - lh• scta11tltlc ~-- J-..t •• ......,. 

Hl5 l,...r • ,_t not onlJ COfl• lder ti•• ,oays 10 which be Call 
uplolt • • clentlfic;: prioclple, but also tll• na•ds cf tb• 
people wbo will,,.. bl• lneatlOD,.,;, the SP flOY• llst • ,_t 
d •" • lop bl• ,::haracte.-. wJtb t.11• - car• IS he advaocM 
Ill• •clPtiflo pmtulat1-. 

JN probl•• tllat CLarte fall• d to - witlr, ZOJO, 
a• d wblcb ba • Ida 111• dUUcult for ettry wrttar of 
kl- flcU011, UI tbat \.M ,oork ••t ~ tile I•- of 
co,,-tloMl tlcU011 as ... u .. u, ... of SP. 1,g_.1q ti•• 
11,...D el• NDt of• •torJ to CODC•Rtnta oa •cleotlfk: 
co-,it• la•d• to • w•ll• -lag of LIie vort a• • wbole. 

Tbarelat1011sblpb• t-• th• CODv• DtlOIMll•utbor • Dd 
tlle SP ,orlt.er I• II.Ila lb.at b• t WND tba pianist aod tbe 
organl•t. Tb• or11a11l• t baa dozH• ot foot pedal• todeol 
wltb 011 top of t.,g ptano-st7le llaJbOllrds, 1111 011 tb• SF I 
writer a ... t coc,t.• Dd wltb tile la- of ph,-tc.-• waU H 
tiu- of u.rratlH; !11 oc.p•rl- U.. plaoUlt aad t.b• 
stra4lllt wrU.• 1111" • al• pl• t&&.11 . I• It HJ WOloll• f " Ut.at 
lloU, U.. i:rgaal• t •ad UM, S, avtbor Clill - • chm•J 1a tM 
p• rfor-.aKe of tNlr art, .,...., ca• p• Nd wtU, U.. pl.aal• t 
Hd tlls Utar• rJ ......U.t rapactlnl7? 

It u7 be aa1d tbat U.. - • pl• of boon cboNa u 
tN b•als of tlr,I• • rtlcl• Is IIOl typ!Clil of tlla SP g• 11n 
u • wbole ; alMI Ill ou ,017 at lust till• Is tn,e, T.,g of 
the boolt& (tbo• e o f llulle7 and VOfla•guU cllalleog• tb• 
.. .i .. and tbe • orallt7 ot • clentltlc udu•our -- lb.at is 
a11w11is ... 1 • i.-111a • adlu• i11wblcbacl•nc::el• •l•0111t 
alwa,- acolptad wltl>out <1-t1011. VIia JOU cat1• lder b"" 
• 11Cb our 11 ..... are d.otltuted by act- aad ia:boolce;J, It 
1• o:14 U..t u.- twl.a gods dOD't fMt ..... • on, oft.ea .. II 
t.• rg.tfor wrlt• f'S. 

Soci.• l HI-, ad..:• ttaa, pllllc.opb7, nillgl011 AIM! 
politic. all 1,,a.,. • larg• body o( flct!Ofl CIIITJlag 
a.r1-t.• for and ag1i• st all of tNtr ~ •psc:t•, 
•ct•- Ila• • literature wllicb Is - 1•17 doalnted by 
ad•ntou• ta sp• c•• It's 1t•• lla•iag ao orchard full of 
• IICeUl•ol !rult, and tbea pictbg oal7 tll- ffvltll OD tile 
l""Ht, •ost usl17--lble branob•. A• on15 tile 
lorgotte~ !r\llts of • cl-ace flctl011 tllere are eaougb 
u .. •plorwl tile- to ••P tha writers 15oi•g fer ag•, 
wltllout lla\'Jog to ,......,..II • tale Ida••; but tlie ca• t or 
....,._ll"8 will b• • ora 111.for-t I• botll t.b<1u9U aad 
c:r• ft.saa-• .blp. 

VbUe ngt_.. 1r,a..,. • ..de gnat atrlliss la tN 
.. ploltatllllll of •clatltlc prlaclpl• la tile l.Nt b>adred 
,..,.. or 900 .._,...,. flo:tlo• writers ba•• b• H _. 
Clir•1- ,oltb u..tr raw .. ta.-1.• l . TIiey Ila" ....t •cln.ce 
•-f11ll7 .. atooltolelldeo11vlct!Q11toaatory,but 
tbe7 baY• IMlrdlJ atts• ptad to turn I\ lo OD tlNlf, to 
euslne lta l• pM'l, It• val,-, or It. d.<l!!!•ra. 

f'or tile ruder, llowever, tbla gould b• a bco,i1 al 
l-\w• kllOW tllattbereoould bllSO • IICll•ora to CON. 
J,od l:f - U.l11k SI' is good 90 tar, bow • ucb bllttar ,oUl It 
b11 "bu th• .,.,Uion .-.• U7 Ila" to tllllllt t.llbp tllrougll 
tlloroupl7 b•f- tMJ' begla a NW -•l? 
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"I -1-=t u,, c1 ... 1c Sf till• for qU111tt1 -- .ad 1 
-• ta •"t•Dd tlle •ppt,a l af SJf My,;,lld U•• hardco.-. 
rud•rshlp, b1 pro,,oldlng as wldtl a rang• al qualJt7 
boots ... lc:.11.• 
X.lcol• Edwanla, Sf editor of Golla~z. explal11s bl& 
philo;opbJ In crut111g tbe NW Golla11c:z ClaS&IC Sf :;~!:ht~~:::-::tnr.:rto.cu. M tt t. not quite a,, I 
• Yau ,,_t rullH that l can 011.17 UGe tltll!S which 

~:1.i::a11a::.r~ S~~;.::;.g~xa~pl~J.! :v~b!:;:. •:~" t:I 
so,rl-, bi.it a ostof bl• llther boolia ar•alao.tcon&t.llntly 
hi prlat In • a .. peperbac:k ..tltlm.11 fra• athr ! • prints, 

ao I ~~~~l~o\i!':.::~• l~CI =d~~:7Hto s~h•,::r!:·• -.!!tor al j 
~::.;' r!~~~~"1!11 •1~t~:~~~1~•11:~~.::.~~P~: (~~rt;:, w;~~ I 
even • on I flr• t rudtng by n ... coaua to tha fanziH 
scenai, an author, and a full·tl- prof11119tonal In the SF 
publl&hlng field , Doea be see hl • self as a fan who's 
aa11.11ged toohwlnan l11port11nt position tnpubllsblngwltb 
a co• p11ny that baa 11lway• • Iliad tts• lf ta tlut SF genre -­
or aa a profe&St0nal who happe11a to e11Jo:, f..,,do•:' I 

"I WH tba !!rat . Now I aa • ore the second. But II 
would nat like to dnw that dtstlnctlon between the two," 
be all• tts. As bath fan and pro, bl• sel.ctlon ol title,; for 
tbft Sf!ries I• basad OD bath • Id• af bis SF per6ODa -­
aod alr-11:, tba r - ult I• unique. tba flrat dllZt!n titles 
nowonulabalng: 

1 Kurt Vonnegut Tb• SJrans or Titan 
2 lhmdora S turgM111 ltont TMn Hu.an 
3 Rot.rt Sllv•rbar11 A Tl•• Of CJu111ses 
4 Sa• u.l RO.I""' lov" 
:i Arthur C CJ.,rl<e Tb• CH)' And Tlw Stan: 
6RobartAHal11lal11 TbaDocir- Jz.toSU.• er 
f Fr..:iarlll: Pohl .!I CJI lor11hlut.b VolfMz,a 
! John Sladek TH kprnductJve Syste• 
II Arthur C Clarlle A FalJ Of Jtocmdust 

10 Bob Shaw A Vn,,tb Of'Sta>rs 
11 .llgaBud..,_ Rqj'""/t<JOll 
12 Frederik Pohl IIIID Plus 

Vttll tlfO au-tbora appNr-iag t.ica ,1lrmd7, and w!t.b 
uu·ae book9 bJ Brttlab autaors to 111Da fr-oa tb11 Unit.fed 
Stai-, saae l• ti.lfll,o• • lght - •~nt But that 
tg- tba fact that tbla ls but tN openl"II • -Iva of 
wbt - • uet hope will ba • --, loq .ngaa•-nt. lilgbt 

• on tltl• are to appNr- la 19&1; di. tut tba pace 
aliC1Uld • llllf dOWQ to IIOIMWbara Mt- •lgbt .:id tweha 
boGbayur. 

.ll rNd7 tllva la planty of variety - 111 fact I would 
SU!ll-t t.b . .n. a,rpert opinion. to the coatnry, 1- faru; 
WOJld ha- -1.cled •11 twelve o1 lba tttl- IIOW to band, 
for Ula)' ap,• 11 • n11ga fr-oa trllCIIUou,l to 11.., wave , fro• 
hu.allW" •ad uUra to • tralgbt SF plattl"II, f.nm sociology 
to t..:haology. and fro• t • agh1ad worlda t.b.n ,.. .... , Mtwee11 
tb11~u.il7f11turla Uct111dtbedOW11rl.ghtkooll, . 

Futur-e deY1tlop• antadapalld,ofcourwe,01111co11t111ul11g 
bl,!!!b la,,.1 of ul•, •11d .,. kalcol• l!dwanl• Ju,s aade bls 
•l• cl•r - not ,;mly to app&11l to c:cn,dacad SF ruder•• 
but to •ttract n ... co• •ra -- b• d-r•·• ow- cuppor-t In 
!"11111111 tbo• a • alN. lfor- ,;m•wllloftanba-11111 book­
abop&, l•atn11 na11ll11ant17 q•ln• t tba GollflllCZ dlapl•y aod 
11rgl1111 CCl• pl•t• atr• ng• ra to gl.,. th••• try. But bow w•II 
antba7Nllln11? 

"It I • toourl7 tcanalJHNlN pattar-na, but I can 
uytbatl a,.reaacnah\7.., l tafiadwitbtba• ." 

C..rt.,,lnly their t •• adlata appul l a 011e cf quality, 
wltb tlri,t-clae.e prlntlng in Jeglbl11 t,pe 011 f1D8 pap@r 
with striking and lntalligant cov.r art. But Is that 
appearance Just too up- • arht? JlalCCII• Ech•anl• explain,; 
th•t Golla11c1: now baa to,o • trlnga to It• paperback bow. "l 
Vl11uall"" th11&a booka •a tha Sf aqulv•.lent of King 
Pangulaa and Picador• . Re• e• bar- t hat Gollancz bas never 
been ill th• • a•- • arkat for paparback•, but bas \,;sued 
B-for-aats la tba pas t, wbtc b • -da tit.ls • logical first 
c t•P· But 111 ll1y w• •r• finally a11tarl98 t""' • an aarket 
wtt!J • 110r• -l-for-• -t p.perlMick Sf H rt•, u,d tbla give• 
H ti•• opportunity to publlab • uy tttl• whic h I did not 
• lauallM a• hlllng lnt.o tba ClHslc S, !laid ." 

Vt.at, than. •r• th• cr l\41rla for tN two for-• -ts? 
•tl,an are • IDJ fha boaka wbkb I fNI appeal • alaly 

to tlMI bardcor-• Sf raltdv. Vber• • uc.11 books .,.. •v.11.abla 
to • 11 . I d• to laua tbu la the • a.cc aar-Ut ar-te,; -- a11 

excellut aUJ11pl• ta llal Cla• ut ._ X1851c•1 or GrarJty. 
wbare tlia • c t•- la • o tapor-t.11t, but • o ccmpla,r. tbat It 
• 1gbt4-tarUel-uparlal>Cedreader.• 

a__.. tba Claulc SF ar-J• •ir-c!J offars faas 
tU cha..,. to cb>1ek Cl.It• dou11 tatty old p,apar-ba<:11• af 
... 11-lo-rad till• "11d rapt- tbu wit.It Ut.• • triking 11-
,.....1- of blgb-q.,.Uty productloaa. But will U-, all b11 
11.a..l.a? 

• ni.ra will proMblJ • - • autltc::r oollactlona tea, 
• l tllouglll I don't ha•• .. , la u.. fu.t ~ of uu ... 
VUt o,lJJ •ppNr- -• 1,ow...,_, .. •imblr' 16, la an 



•atkllqgy -- .ud qultao • surprtsh1g OH too, I tbiU.• 1 
c:c,uld• 't S-• • ad ., .. "tonlAIM,d .,11,n II.a .-....1«1 Ul• t 
tll.a nllre a..-1• 11 UH-~ rtslms Htlwlogy, 
pac•ad wltb at.art •tori• u • t li• ftl •I- becaN Cl.a&&tc,;. 
I• tlislr 0W1I rl11bt , will bl produ,;:ai • - • • Ing!• Golla•cr 
Cla H IC Sf paparbaek. v1-11.1na ., °"" tbr...--YOlu•• vs 
adlt\1111, lc.11b• nl l7.,.ltto-lt t 

Vbat pr -=:1-ly do .,. fllld on tQ •lrwd1 lkJl-long 
s b•ll o f Cl• H lc SI' tltlw? Csru.11117 \bay •r• !s• lldi4 t ely 
dl• t1n11ul• babla fro• tba • ore trad1tl01U1l Mlec-t.lon In tllP 
new lletbue 11 aeries, 11nd tb• un 11 s ba11edly • pac.-opentlc 
• co~ of the Ventuni SF openotlon. 

Von neeut offer• both llu• our an d Mtlr• with l •• ac­
ul•t• wrtttn11, If• • o• •wbat flippant approach to tbe folly 
o f • l et.Ung l11ek !or tlle favour cf God; ..,_ re• d.,rs 11ay 
find tbe Church of God tbe Utu.rly lndltterant so• ewh• t. 
!lard to tab, while tha crMtl011 of • character to •bu• 
-11 -t.• 111 Uae appur coulsant I• qulrlr7 o,nm,gb to 
111Y• eftl• tha • oi;;t b• nleMd SF r-4i!r "",_. for pi>-• 

ygr •li that, YDllnagut Is • grlpplllg wr1lff, wbU • 
St...-gaa •- l>Ot• d 111 lb,e fQrll• fer bis c.-.tlaa of plots 
tbt ___, l• t• nt oe llllocU• g for Ulelr owi, • ue -­
--• ,....rUblJ • utad 1• ca• pan-. 111• Ii•- •11111,y Is 
r.....- -l•U• fro• 1952 is. II@..-. .. b• ddad bet-II h o 
1- \a.utl)' wrltt• D aact.tau wlalcb fnollt ly 1• 11 to bold the 
• U,•11Uoa - Ulough Ule 11.lt--up, wbicb ,.... Hrst publlsbad 
ID 1953, -t OIi lO WIii tlle 1111.ffll<lllonal 1..ntosy .bani. 

o.tne -,-Jy • acore of ~011,-s, Sllvert..-g 
•lrt....117 ••••pad tile SF field b,,tw""" 195'5 aDd 11175, , • t 
thl• tlU• •ta.11<1• •1011• for tbe strlllljj:•- o f Its 1Dvented 
•• bla 110t, • clvll!UtlOfl Ill wh ich th• word. •J• d,_ not 
Hl• t . Vltb l b• sl1ttl- drug a,ltur. ntlacted Ill the • -ns 
cbosa11 to brNk down this st7lls..i and decad11nt 
clvlltut1011, tha illt• lligent n,ndar I• • lt• rnataly 
eng~ • lld l11trl11ued - but this I• H 110tblng to tlu!I 
cryptic, 0011volutad • Ad often wllfu l.ly confu• i • g worlr b7 
Dotl11111, Co11tr•stl ng htgb-ll°"n rhetoric wttb slang <111d 
,• rgo11, this pr~ld• ua with 1111t!--socl'1 c.b• racters w~ 
blz.ar.-. • oral • t.• lld.•rd• HVfl'"t.bal• 5S - • •ult.ad to tllelr 
• 111 ... 

BJ 110 • ..,.. •11 -1 baclr, 11 lbelt • 11 1• pcru11t on•, 
Dotl• 11y'• bears 110 ca• pul- wi th th• typt,:.• l pellucto 
i •gllU • tyl• ot Jrtbur C Clark• who, Ill lite t wo wor•s 
repr-tad Mre, brl1111s us ti.cir to tradltlcm• l SP 1n tt .. 
factual, ac:le11tt!lc.lly-t. . • d tar• . ill• C.Hf ,hd Tbe St;tr,; 

1• r-=ognl• -d u "problobl)' his • ,_t. P"rl-=:t. worlr ,• and au 
•nae nf th• stro11g•t u.1- of crmoeptual br~b In 
aenr• SP," to quota ,.tar llc bollOi' COIIS!dai-ed Jud!l•lleflt Ill 
bl• Eac:,clo;,.«1111 o.f Sci~ FlctimJ. 

llcboll• gh•a; o• lr pusi..llg • e,it!CII to I. F• JJ 01 
Jt«,ad,.t, , • t tlii.• r•il• ttc ilCCOllllt of • 11 ACC"ldnt mi th<' 
• - grips U.. ruder •1elll, d_,,lt.e Clarh'& ad• lalc. ill 
bl'l • pecl• ll)' wr itten llltroduct!Ofl I.bat tbe •cl- bO'btlld 
tlis •bole COPCept Is probably quite Llllte,1• 01• tod.:or 
K•lllleln's hanibollad b7• cmd Chandler wr!Ullfl Is of quite 
• different quality, nd 111 recent years ba5 dag•nar• ted 
IUo • wea• p-• ttcbe gf fla• hbaclrs to hi• • ore treatt­
worlr• , l • OTIII wbtcb tbt• I• but ,;,ne cf II lon11 and 
Hlustrlous line of nove l• wlllch brought the • ~tbor 
r• peat• d •i:-t 1111- t!,.. 1utbor• vote& lro• lens and In 
1~75 t~• l'lnt GnM !laster l • bula Award 

H1 ln leln 1• • staunch "llbert• rlan" In the US r~,;,l11-
tlont1r7 HnH, a • an wh,;, believes that 1veryone • alres hl11 
own d-ll1171 tlil• Ute f ollow• tbe vorlllng& Of bl& 1rch•-
lypa l "co•P"te11t • .,.. hero'& • Ind alld body tbrlJUllb a 
CCJo p le• Mrl• of c lrcu•eu~. Poh l a11d l(an,bluth, an th" 
otber b• ad, nrt1111 us "" otfbYt study of a world, cag11• te 
wi th that of J• pH le Its c.Jorfe-1°". nf'rg)'-poar- lif•-­
• t 7le, • t• l• wbJcb -•• to split Into two quite 
dl•lall• r b• h• a• •tl• llt.Jc. • cr,,eo;; to a g•ualt. hf'ro. 
part • -11 , p• rt • acbh•. p• rt coaaunit)', part bl.,. 

ODS t• olt.f'II ta• pl.ad to wcmder who, In collabcr­
• U - , do. w!,..tt , Pohl US re-v.alad t.h.n M alld kor11b\utb 
bot.Ii did •-rytlit• g - tb• wort was. a U-U. JOl• t pro.)llet 
for tbl• • ev adltlOfl, Pohl Ila$ •2te11S!ftl!J r ... tlttell • <Ill)' 
Metia-•, alUu:iugll I found llttll! l• prOYl!aent 111 t!ie 
chang•. w•- It, I u.lr. • JMlf, that b• cboN to upw,ge 
• o • a c:,f 111• coU•gu•'• ccmtrlbullll'IS wbtcb gr• t11d upcm 
bl • ..,.n n he or1111nal17 •sr•-1 to thlr 11ppara11Ce tn 
print, or ti.• be rNlly ti.d a Cho.fig,! 11f b•• rt • bout bis 
own Mrllar wr iting? 

~ro• Sl• de • we bav1 coa e to e1tpact • wt...-crach• g , 
latff• l-tlilnlrl n11 .,,.., ot life 111 ccnle• pcnr)' A•• rlc. . RI• 
a u11t IJalllM • re the gov• rn• ellt, t• cbaology, the Ht.ab­
ll• b• e11t, radnects, all tba th!n115 • tddl.e A• • rlc. Is 
belle,,ad to bold dNr . Tb1• wort - fer - stnnge 
,...._ Utl@d In ANl'"lc:11 ll'•cba!E• -- proYld• us .. ab I &-• ll -t°"a • ettl11g In which .,,.rytblng possible I• gvred, 
g- wrw:g, alld 011ly l1111ll7 co.- t.cgethar Ill • n obllque 
r•aolut1011 that 1-- tba ruder still In -~-

o...__n, /or tb.1 • a,m-1•, th!& was tbe •~their-. first 
•""l,l•ter work• bve~ • onl'qulrlr7Hah• .-e 
de•o.str• tad • ora n.., wave • t)'Us-tic trtcb, but tbls la 
u -nnt ..... pl• ol bl• d-dpa.ll bu• our a• ... 11 - • hi• 
occ.•-1011• 1 p• tllo• and sad111111•, • ...-1rtn11 • cl• aslc brlllllr 
with •rller Sf by its a11tl-~ 11-nd uU-•cll!f! tlflc 
et• nc., nd h• flCe off•rlng • n Ideal an tidote ti;, Clarh's 
-nU1l b• ll• f In tff good......,. ,;,f • an, H• lnlel11's 
11811 .--ive •el f- • urftcle11cy and tbe Pobl-Kornblutb 

i hH f··ifHl 1• · ,m,I i M 1 mE,; '·1•3:M j • •11 1 ti!• • 1; 1W 
WOLFBANE THt:11£P'IIOCIUCTIY[IYJrlll ll Dt MOONDUn 
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_,.p1r.cy t--,, of ch•Ui,..tign If JOU U.lle tbe U"Ouble to tun to 0.. peg• of 
Vlt.11 Bab SUw's beak "" oc,,e bKk to K.ince u, wha t llcMlll.9' ~,l'ClopHdh, you vtll fllld tllat drt11,all7 --, 

1'n1d Pringle nf- to H li t• U.l• gf 1 '"r<lgU• liUr" cbotce _, far -u wttll th• ""'lualifled epf'""'•l 11f tha 
wMrl lludr,s g1v• us • i'qfu. .aa,,) In Ills contTtbUUOII spect.allst wrlter c.lloser, to Ull'l.., tUl avthar's -...re. 

rr, 111<.llolla' E1tep;lap1H!tliJt, h&llhlg It u Shav._ ·.,_t TU• I• Dot to -1 tUt evm-y read..- vlll uJgy _.....,- bcx,k 
cinglul, alld parUps Illa lln-i nDl'lll ." Sb,av vould, I " " avcll ec:lec:tlclaa vould !• ply uncritical ~t,,­
:.,.1t..,_,. 118•- tb.u tilts 1916 U.I• llaa been aurpaSSN by nth• r tU.11 true op• .11·• !.lld~. 
uny OI Ills • ar• r-nt niwel.15. but tt •Ull ou..-5 • T•t - La for-cad to ad• lt tUt lal<:ol.9 Edvard.a tia5 
poell(Al>dllllll!!;• fl l ous plot. .111f..-ed US t ba cb- to aalt• • ,.... ... ,1 ... tt"-" of bo<lb 

Tl•• blurb dl!tlCrlbl!s 8uar7s' boot H •• dlJlq_utl!tl.llg vlltc h •hould rull7 hav• bNt.11 011. our booli:aHlY• all th" 
11111 orl11;ln1I payclt.olc,glca l study •• of aoi:,at:rous aclentillc ti••· ,bd tUt l e what lli rul17 the basis of I.hi• whole 
1• b1tto11 ulcud by hu• an ob&aastOII," vil li• Stlv•d,.,,11 ta YHtllr•, ope11t11.11 up to .....-Y read..-, IIO'flc• er bani.co.-. fan 
quot..t OIi thl! <;nYl!r as tl111hng Ill It "th• • oat t....-lfytng alike, tbl! opporlllnlt7 to sa• pl• vorh that ar• by 111111• ral 
p.g• In any sct•nc• fiction novel J hav• e"'r re..d ." C011HHUS a • Qng th• "'rJ b• i;t l11 the • any dllfen11t arNli 
Certainly the ldM of suH1!rl11g till! trlllillll 111 de11t.h - - nf ,;,ur favourtta gl!llr•. If you dDUbt tb!s, lab a look at 
again and ag11l11 and again -- Is not vbat ona could th nHt •lght tithn, wh ich .. 111 Ctl• pl•t• the 1987 
cons ld•r an 111nt•rt11!nlng past1• 11, but B11dr7s 1111~es I t progra••• 

grlpp~:~ ~~\:""':i,.o;:;:. ~;;:~ngf SF c11rr l 1t11 over Into the I 
l as t Pf lhl dmom books , Pohl'& Kan P/1,1,; IS • lln cha nged to 

:~~~ ~~1c1h1::, ~11~:i,. 11~: 11w~t!::o;;oeb1:•~:1%'is:~:nt,:;P~: I 
t!• GtlonallycatharticasK.llflla's . 

Tbe i:-t Olle--"ord sua ... ry of tb• vhol• ethoo; ol 
th_d_a navsls l su11dcubU!dl7 "ad11lt."TH711n al• ed 
ala llUraterudan,Mp, at~l• vh11e11._tgybotb words 
Hd !!INS, at r.adena "ho "lsh to bl ••t•llded alld dn,v11 

13Cbrl• t11pb•rP.-l..,.t 
U Danl• l Key 1111 
1!!1 Jlob• rtShsckley 

Tnvortal Jforld 
Flowers Far Algernon 

Journey S.yond To• arra" 
O.J18erouaVJa 1ons 

8a~J-J7 
Gladiator-At-IA" 

Br-1"8 Tbe Jubll"" ...... 
111 Harlan i!lllaon 
11Sasue\RDl11ny 
!8Frtd•rlkPnh\ l CJI Kor11hlutb 
1!1 Vant Jl oore 
20Joh11Cn,,,le:, 

IU.o ...., vorlds no utter how terrlf7hg or OIIU'<I!. ih@re T•, that ruU7 Is a abed bag, v!U. h11• our fro• 
la 11G .._,ggltllUOII of "bornr ftctlor." tiere, 110 "space op,,ra" Shlldl-, U • !gilt bl upected, pubes alld a ....y parsao,al 
with lla ul1-..,tdnt pan:xl:, , and 110 atta• pt to vrtta dOVII •t ... of Ullkled Ill l eyes ' ,mtque -ork, •ct_.to-bogsl..­
to tH lll·l11for• ed Certah1l:, Clorlr• 1• flgo,tng vhl!ra th•-• ct•11t1-t lroa Chris Pria&t._ flu book, 1111d aJIDtlN,r 
Del.any ts ebotlc; Stu.-g- and su_.t-rg ..-. c.ball~li,g, --•·"6"1ut-tN-p:,lltlcal aachtne -1 froa l'Dll.l and 
"b•re Sbav and Hoit11l"111 provld• 11 aor-e tradlttanal lanibl11tll 1"1.,.'s H url7 • nd •-llutly d.olle •lt.en>.ata 
apprOK.11 lO tU g•n r• . Hs\ar)' of the A• u-lc• n Ch11 Var fro• l ocrs, biologically 

To -t !a ns, tHSI! boon for• part of our baste I tranfonMd • 111 .. 111 fro• Cr01tle7, 1111d • relatt,..ly 
bloctgroulld 111 • t .. nil11g about Sf.• V• ,uy .-1-ll.s• t.be.• straightforward SF tale fro• O.la117 - a Dd, of cou.....,, 
L• tbe fQrut 111 vhlch tffJ first appMred , .,.1 t,• tffrs•s t hat Hazlag grob--bllg o f offbut vrit1118, lilli-'s 
- rla lls,ed In QH of the grut SF • ag• zt- of the past first aatholQBy of "nev vrlthl11,• a ""'tun, th.It was to 
THy • rs, h ii ,..,., rul .. UM, a part of .,. aad of our lafurlat• Illa contributors 11ad e11.th._ lits rudar-. and 
" o r ld plc~ur•, and - OV<!' lt.a la;il• Edvards ii dl!bt of gratl- wll tch ltd DOl Q11 !7 to tbl! o.equ• I "aaJ11, Dllll,fff.,._ rla/m,s, 
tl>ds IQ!' rl!• lacllq us of our root.a • ad salllq avatlable to but to lb• still awaited tblrd ,..lflCtloa vbic.h, b7 tJ,e tl• e 
""• la sucb a superb roraat, th-• sealul vorn. It •ppu,r-., vt ll probllhly b• ii.II u,uaat caad!dats for the 

Th,_. "ho • a7 ....ver havl! ,.....d all lor illlJ> of u,_ I~ <iollanc:1 Clautc SF sh•lf. 
Utl•,orwho • 117h11vl!l:Mea frlgbtalMldofflfflll•ofthe• I hope I s hall s till bl!bar•toenjoJth•• - By then 
by enc:o.ntarl11g tho!• ill 1111 111oppor-tuaa aOHllt In th•lr I'll probably baVI! s o• etlllng 11111! 1!!10 ldant1call7 bound 
r¥d!ng dl!velop• ent, n"" have thl! cballc• to enjoy th••• paperbae ka IINtlJ lllltd Up 11bovs SJ d•II for NIIJ acc...,_ 
ncur• at luat la tbe k11ow!Bdg• that a general conHnaus wbl!nsv•r I fNl noau.111tc for -SF llh It l>&ed to be -- 11t 
:::!iC::i":..,tbes "orthy of r a productton !n tbla nc .. Uent ltabeot.• __________ _ 

f 1111: • :E~:1-1•,•- j 
A WREATH OF STARS 
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~ - -~=~= ~ = =~=--~ pe.UIS for tN futur. •igllt vart . Oil occutoa In U. put 

TH[ Vl[W fHOM TH[ ::-~.~. ~~.--:. ·: .. :::.-:::·· • .::;.;;: 
Mil• I• It, It .. U.b yau'nl 011 a -uta patll. u-r-. aTe 
-17 Qru,t11 ~ a ... 11,_ to SUTT!,.al .rd tllme 11n tlla 
- tbt aboutd be pallltm at. Ve'n 111:rn;iulld-,_ by 
pnc:lplc9s 011 all ald•, ti dm5 ....,. Uttla good to cay va 
aJ.allt fall off a pnc:lplc.. J. boolF: llke Oi-wall's J~4 
•-•• the u!.stnco1 of a Ut..ral daao::racy, tut you e.111 
wan peopla agalllSt tbla particular d ... lopant. l ovadays 
lt -- to ae that pota.tlal M's an a dlN a dou11, tl:1117 
lw-11: la abost --, cultural dlr.::t1011, ai tM • tu- ani 

• ucll lllgbet- aow, tll.la ta a • ..:la acre ~ alt,...t1011. 

PAIJL t!ICUD 
• ou11-taha? 

BRUCI STRRLIJIG I vc,u ld say tlO , y• b, Ybe11 I tb lnt ,:if 
cyb• rpunll:, tt the.-. a.-. pc,alttv• aspect. to tha tar• ltulf 
- wh ich I didn't lnHnt •nd whic h net-i:ina lit• • It 's the 
ldN ,:if fua l i:i11, It '• the ldN of lnte5ratlon bltw-11 
t.cbnolC!f!!Y and pop11ler cultu.r•. 

P.I.IJL Xllc.t.lD If ,au don't U IF:• the ter•, wtr.at wc,uld 
yc,u pr• f• r to call It? 

BRIIC&: Sfl.RLIJ'G I would pnf• r to c:,,ll It '.ad.ant 
Kt•- flct1011•, m- fuacttor,al.17 •~1118 I -cul.cl pnr• r to 
all lt 'coaaen:111 .clallCII !letlD:11' , .& vorU bla 11:1.lld of 
.c:lanoe !lct1011 wUe.11 at• pt7 doe,; wbat ael•- flctl011 Ui 
• irppc,Md to do. I d011 ' t - It 1111 balllg I.H u.i-bttag tool 

MOUNTAIN ROAD of • a,-c:1t1C auuo, vlr,tdl u..c.y pmpl.e tlltak tt ts. vi.... • 1 
alter ago vrota tlMI Jat«"zr:m• ....U•to I .,.. at patu to 

~ - --~== = ~== ~ --------' :o~: atU:~/1;.r~l=•~~lqti;:kwey-=:"a": :::r:m ~ 
THJ' d.ce't depe11d DG ... bm,;.hlp of SFV.I. or wllere ,au 11" 
or wlu:I ,au ~ gr wt,o yo.:- publl•her 1• - ,au ca.11. wr:lte 

I.D tnt•r•t e w with Bruce St.•rltn.g I lt 1f 7011 11.11.d.-.Ulld It . J..11.d t WH attu.ptlq to belp 
by Paul U. nca t d people ullderaued it tbee . n,., cyt.rpu:U: tag caaa aa latar 

alld there .. a cert.lob COllfVlllOD c,,,w lt, -.ay paople 
!NOif Sterll1Lg I• ttie &11tllcr of tllree -la alld • tioH of ai.auka tile 111,1:rf- sic.a of It tor I.lie wlu:11• thlnfl, thay 

~A1:!°"!:id -:? .. ~: ::" ~t -~~ ~,::::;;:. =~;!.._~ ~ ~~'i':las ~~- that aat• lt r.Uy 

:~~~nt~ .r-i;.:::- h:":111~t::.i~;oo;:~1a:. ld1~1:: =~!:11!C1J.ID 
r•pect ha h.ae t-11 proeln.nt under the f1UIH of Vlneant 
0.nla Yer lt.aa 111 hla fa=lne Cb .. p Tnitb .. well aa 
arttcl• In h1tenro,,e and • l ... wb.a.-.. Ko.it r• c• ntly h• h.a• 
eov•d awa y fro• cyber punll: , though 11• hH • till found tLa• 
to •dtt Jftrrarab•d• : Tbe Cyliwrpunk Antbolqs-f, 

P.1.UL U II CUD Let's s tart vttb an ... 1 q1.18Stl011: 
Ybat IS •cleoc. flct1011? 

BllUCI STBRLIIG J•I.S, th.at._ tba Nay q11Mtt011? I 
d011't how. l a .. 11 tbera .11.re {unctlcmal end coooeptual 
deflnltlou ,:if •cl• nce flcttaa, •1111 tba functional 
=~tton can be enytlllng tMt baa • roc:bt alilp 011 tba 

P.l.trL U I CJ.lD lut ha,, do ,au - 11tlQce Uctlari, 
al- ,au 0"11¥1-17 tr.a- 1'l!'I""J da!Jalte •J- of It? 

BIUCE STULUIG Wall, I - tt u • far. of popular 
cultun tbet ls a •oc:l•tel .-..pooM to th• •u-.5 of 
l• cl:11,ologtc.al ctr.aq• . That 's wbel I c.a.JI •11:1-.ce f.lctlan. 

P.1.IIL I II CI.ID So v b.at a.bould a,clen,ce fkt1011 bl 

Rl!UCI STIRl.llG W•ll • 7 tbaory I• that In pop cultur• 
practice co• • first a nd theory aort of Uepa along In ltli 
trac t.a. And tbet'• wha t bapp• n•d In the ca .. of cybti rpunt. 
Tha f!.-.t thing wa• that tb• r• w•a • c• rta la nu•b• r of 
writ•.-. who 11:.n• v 011• another and v• n vortlns 111 • 
,i.11ar dlr• cttCIII, ,n,d It .,..,. only illft• r ... bad b•gUII to 
work ,ud we could loot •crosa th• l!lrowlqg toady of our 
wort tbt we could ld• nt1fy tb• p•rUeul&r writing strand•. 

P•UL IIIC.UD Tc,u tend to COD.• acr,:ia• u • ratll• r 
agl!lr•ulva tbaort•t. 

PltlL IUc.t.lD All ld•ologw. Do ,au ft.d tllat tn a.11.y 
••J g- in u .. way of your wrltlng? 

P&IIL IIICJ.ID .......,, TClll • utaa.atlc.allJ •rite, wttbln ttr.a 

dolll.g that It lan"t do l llJI" n~7 BltlCE STHLII O lo. G•neratly I write quite • hit 
oui.ld• tlle t.11-, at•o, he::auae I tr.an a 1-r• l d11trvst 

81!.ICJ STIILII G It sllould b• telll:lng •bout rw.l tlllllgll of tHOrl•, lll.• • ost writers . I .. not • tllaorlst, I .. 
for 11M tblq . It 1bould bl ~ID.g topic. that are of IICt • Uterary crtuc, I doe't han ac.ad•• lc tralnl.Ag 111 
blpc,rU- to tb• CDGtu:pcrary slll1111, to b• pnpulng llt• r •ry th•ory . 1 tr.an pertr.aps • s anterlng lo.rt I Me 1t 
p.,pl• fer vb.at ts to ca. •, to bl !!1•111,1!1 peopl• CODceptual allcl:I • ON U a pop cultur• tbtng ttr.an • literary tti1ng, I 
tools to d •• l v ttti the •t~ of cll.nge, to bl augg•t1ng - • yaelf • or• ln ti,. po6ltlon of aoa,•on• !Lt• • nx:t 
vb.at dlr •ct1011 cb• nge a.b011ld go In, vb.at .. vi:irtabl•, wb• t jourull• t th.an • llt• rary critic. 



PAUL UJCUD You..... al.Ila u.ld that JClU'ra IIOt 

v rit1111 c 7berpvlll aa7 a ara. 

HOC! STIIUJG ¥ell, I aa aad l "• IIOt. J'• IIO\ 

v rttlag wort of • partlcu.ur t1114 "hlch P90Pl• ha" 
tdnt1flad •• bal..ng c7berp,ll. llut aa th.e oUtar hand l 
tll.1ai I •• carry-tag tile b,iislc prl.llc lpl• out. 

PAUL U J CUD That'a "hat I "aiitlld to get at. I 
"llllt.cl to tnow 1! JOU "•re tbintlng tbera 11a& another 
!!~tlon to follow, and that's "hat you .. ere lntendin5 to 

HUC! STIRLIJ G ¥ell, it's the --• d1.-..:timi . The 
01117 thlq 11i U,.,,t 1t._ golog to - diffsr-ut becau&e • 
lot of P"Ofl• lit.a " a,ot grasped the bes1c d1rect1011 . Tbe7 
can lda11 tU7 Gi baaoi.1.11 g l,,..., but thl!J ca11~ rull7 
ldHHfy U1e vndl!rlJlag test&, and when It gma Into tha 
DHt cycle of pu.utattoa tt-. golna to ,.... nry • tra"8• · 
But tHa I've had people &aJ thle of •• before. Tb.e 
S01a1111lct artic le, for lnt.1111<:e, li&J• that as a "rlter I go 
through trans foraattona, I've alrudy had thrN car.era , 
But to H they 111 - • a liteady s tllt• of prograsslon . I 
thbi "lit.at s .. a n"1ck falls to s 1t11 • ra th• unifying threads. 

PllJL UJCl lD Tbera ts a direct l1nk, Ui,a11 , bet""II 
laraJuHt111 0crN.a atld Sdl~trbe 

are allied "IU:i tha coriceptlj&l theH of the book rather 
u,an being a a t • pla aechantcal voyage. 

PAUL IIICllD l'n .?110 got the t • pr-...1011 that you 
- eo1111darahla fault.II In &:b.lsaatr1Jt - · 

Ob ,-, a! ~ . 

P.l.11L IIIC.UD ¥ould you care t.o elaborat.? 

BROCI STHL IIG In 110a11 sea.u. ScbJJaaUU ls ver:, 
a uch a Gedaaken axparl• ent. 11ort of a q-tton at "hat one 
can do "Ith tha fora, and tba for• iii distort.,;! In the 
HnN that U.J tha RaIOIIM or the Sex Platole "ould hau 
dtatort.cl a rock 'n ' roll for• . hi other " onls :,ou turn up 
the .. pa t11 11 a11d • t.ep 11111 it as hard as :,ou can. ud 
people ban pointed out that Scbl••atrU •hauld ha•• been 
•Ill bllllll:•, end la a ...... for Scb1SAatr1Jt to ectl.lallJ be a 
IIO'l'el It •ho,lld ha" ban •Ii IIOftl•, u it t• It._ a sort 
11f sratld -I• Stapladoatan achaaatte. 

P.1.UL llfCI.ID I don't th1lll: It 011111d ha" "orud as 
aJz nllftlla , TN "hol• paint "a.II U.. •as~ wl tiil.n the 
OU \look . 

BRUC! STHLlf G I w1111ld agrea "1th that, but JOU &ee 

who you • tart to • uc:k about "Ith ta ooql for• 111 thilJ 
••• I • Nil , to - U,,. D.O"'el fgra 111 not rwo.ll7 U 

ldNl •ort a! aU'1ICtvrlo far Uie pe.rtl,;ular kh,d af pop 
,;ultural nut:, that t• actuc:a ftctl1111 . I dml't rally -
Kleao9 ttctloa as -nly • bn.:lch a! llt.erat\an, ar a 
parU.c:ul&r Ulld of literature .,t,_.,.. tha "rllenl dm't quit. 
k- "hat tti.7'n dnl..ng . I - lt ......, • IICb as u a Uu. 
k llld at upr-111n that 01117 happana t o be fra.ad h. 
pro•e, liO that 5lva11 •• a 11n1 conceptual t.--1.oa to do "hat 
I " °"Id to It, On th• other hand, if every hoall: _, .. ltlle 
SdlJ•••trhr and people "•r• used to that 11ort of thing, 
It a for11a l faulta " ould llllt 11 how as t b•y do. But 11or•a l 
book• are not "rltt1111 aboYt 1'70-JUt llf• apans and vast 
circua-aolar dl•taDOa&, and rully utra•• for-.• of •oc tal 
c.han.ge . I ••11, It 's ••ry diffteult to writ. •bovt 
-• ethln.g lllle that bee.a.- thllU •re not LAueli "Ith 
vhtch Ula 11g,.al tor• lli preparad to da.nl . 

P.1.UL IIICI.ID Ila,.. JOU 11•er CCXlllldered bend.lag thtt 
fora, IIIV<llltlD.g a II- fora? 

BRUCI STIR1.IJG Oh that._ "hat I'• tl')'IIIII to do, In a 
•11ne11, B~ t It's a dlft!eu1t7. A" l .. ,, l'a not ,-117 that 
sifted a th.cratlcla11, and "hereas I can BN that tt ougbt 
to be d11ne I'• • lap!:, too dirt 111n11rant to be ahl• to do 
It " Ith tba tll>d of fadll tJ that It needs. On tba oth•r 
b.Dd, I w1111ld hope that 1f Scbls.natrlx had a good effect, 
tl:t.at It "ould caatrlbo;t. U,. ar- that 1•• atroag l.n , 
ec• IC:aptual ar••• aACI that othff P"Ofl• v tth llClnl faraal 
ahlUty -Id bl a hla to plcl: it up &lid • ab tt aooc:..tble . 

PlUl. tlJCllD I now bow auch J'OU ad.alre Ballan!. , 
far ln• tal!Ce, ••• wrtter . 'lb.at .,.. JOUr • l-· OD the 

:f~i'on sr::~~~ • t111tl~~l!Vha~t's1 :.a:a:U.::~~ns,ofltt:C1: British ec-e11e, British wrlttn.g In 11e1ence fiction? 

appranuc:a "r1tttn ... .,.u It'• a n apprent ice wort, 1• 11 ' t IIRUCII STERLIJ G Vall. tbe:, 're 1n a state of flux at 
It, it 'a a Jca.,r11e7saa thing, It•• Uta tba7 give a tha • o•ent. l al•aya hava adatr..t Brltllib science fiction 
,)Ourna7u11 th• job to build a t.ahl•. they d11 not .. y .,rltlll! 1 gr•t deal alld JOU kn1>11 I eon•!der tba BrltUlib 
• tnnnt tlla table• . ,hd l11•0Jutlo.r., Oce.,11 Ola• var y • uch a 11Clence flctlOII trodltlllll to be tH fla•st trad.ttlaa, • 08t 
pre-built table wttll • f•" Sterltns curl!- 1.lltroduced Brtth1h .,rltera are nTJ foraall:, 5lftad am can writ.a 
ta:r fla"Cl.lr l.nd It wHn't until l "1"0t.e Scblsut.rtz that I ,._ around l.aerlcan ac!Hoa Hcum wrtt.a.-. . 1 -o, 
felt I ha4 ga1Hd •SOUSll aa&'ter'J' of Uie f.,.... tb.at I could pro• tN.nt "-rlcan eclence flcUga writers an, 11Car,:,• l7 
nrcisr•a to I •ll"!htly • era dlfUcult tUag . /11roJutl011 flt to unlatcll tbl siu.• of re• IIJ good Brtttab actoc,a, 
ct:u11 la a r..adellad a l11111 •dnnture story, It's .,.ry flctt011 writ.an THJ oart.al11ly MOCftd t.n wri ting ~ 
etn4!ht, peapl• fight • Ollst.o!n and tbare 'e a q,_t. It 's a 11rlttng, but whather tll•J are rea lly shle to get that sort 
altoa111 gni•••t factory boot, In the ... nsa: "Hera tha7'ra of pop cultvral lll!lergJ acroac ts anotller qUKUOll. 
sak!Qg tha litea11 gr11111• etc, and over here la "bare tha:, 
polis h thas, and hare in place thrN ts >1hare thay a re 
hotl.cl .. ,• It '• a tour . Ybtlreas Sc1'1s•otr1x, which al60 la 
a tour boot, tli a • uch aoni aophlatlcaU!d t01,1r boot In 
that tbe tour1 • echanl&• s are • \ICh bettar Udda11, and 

PAI.IL IJICA!D That's "hat l 1115 laadlllg up to . I 
Ju• t 11antad to tn0>< If :,ou conaldttr tbe pop c ulture 
qualttJ ot e7blr pun.t or "hatever JOU wa11t to call It ts Jn 
any " aJ approprlata to a Brltl&h f.,.... of 11eleace flct10ll1' 



~CII 

IRUCI S'TIRl.llG V•ll It co.,1d be. TM 011 ly 'l-UIJII 1s 
vbo vll.l be tlMI flnn. Brltaa to atu.• pt It, • Dd wbci wlll 
be tbe tlnt to d.D It .,,_t111l7, Oa• can fff"}' .. u, SN 
a .ort of U,1n1- Ulld Brltlllll ac:1 - fiberpuat 111 wh.lcb tllay 
un17 lUt co,,,'l'fttnt lu8" • ad play wltli U... as Uiey 
,_,rraage t.Mlr Utarary • -upbon, lt'a • &art of Bacb 
b.rpsld1Crd t.raupmltlCFD of U~J tn,pas, vbk:b saeJ111 
to • quite blood)- • lld "'l"J typlullJ Brltlsli • t t.be 
aotteU . 8ut tt --• ta - tbt dl It vauld tat• ts oce, 
parbaps twn Brttl• b eel•- ftctloa vrttars vbo5,a bra!A5 
wguld rall7 lglltt., atid tlleJ vguld tu• Ul1s alld go wtU, 
It 1Astaad of pak.111( It fr-. • dis~ vtU, • • brp stick 
ta - If tt._ r•llt all" nd 4- It .,_.,. • Ual• toa. It 
~ u .. a st• l• tG:1 , It en blt41 J'OW' 1.- otr. fba cml7 
q-uaa ta: are JOU golq to pt lAto U. • \Id pit 111d 
vratl• ue •111.a• tor, or .,.. you gotiig to at£Ad but11d u.. 
vall nd toN lt bit.a of bf'Nd? 1be d.11flC\llt7 la that t.ff 
• llipt.ar vtll .... 11twolly bit.a IICZMCU's lag oft, Hd It 
.;oulO. ...., -117 ti. Brlt.lll'a 1.g. I e&fl ...., -ll ~lM, 
tlf~ ,...,.. froa - · UCUld CClllld.itiou CODtllllle t.ba ... ,. 
tlieJ bl,.,., Uff°l.«11 aclno1 ttcttaa ,;:ao,ild be T9rJ ...cb a 
Urldag Hd 11olag proixaltlca ..... Brlt151:1 SCIU09 
rtctlmi cculd 11.11 .. 'l'Hta.i ,111,d be uc1 .. 1 .. 1:r ..,. ~= 
pnrrhu:,a . Brit.au will • till r'Nd It, but lt will b.a" 
• H ppad ntlretr frc. u • lr lwla• . 

PAl1L ICUC.UD V•ll , 91:lnce fiction LIi A• ..-lca 
sl1111pad tn, filtaa ,....,.. aao , 

BIUCI stBRLllG Oh r-, lt'a NH dTNdful for ..,_,.y 
yurs. But OD u.. otMr bud u-. ,_ny boppl.Ag riglt.t now, 
al>d lrttou dOD't - fully awar• of LIit. , U.., doo't -
to tnow wb•re ti. .etlOD Is . 

PAl1L ICUCUD 
table? 

.. ,.bl .. work 011 a dl!.f• r1111t u .. 

BIUCI STHLIIG Could be. 111 a uou I woo,.ld Uta to 
- tbJ• luippaa b• cai..a t dOD't rully fNl lluit cyberpulll: 
or Lb• • an .. 11t w01,1ld be vall~t..t u • tnle Utarary 
~• -Dt until 1t I• •-ptsd lll lrltalll . Oth• rwlN It wil l 
r•-iA a cuq,,. • ltuaUOD., wb•r ... I !Ml KlllDC• flcU011 
111 g•Hr•I r .. Uy l• 111 d•p• r•ta 11Nd of • ultlpl• 
•1...-po!Dtal , .... do 11Nd lrltalll , Th• tut u- tiler• was 
..... ,. .art ot rul sctl'llty 111 9CI•~· t1ct1011 , Brltalll was 
•u-y lt.udly ill'IOl'led , It was 1... Va•a, wlt.lch was 
-11tially a lrltlah prop011lt1011 to begin with . A11d ! 
q.-t1011 wh•tl•ar tlla i • ertca11• can go It alou. Than just 
ar.n't that • &II)' Aa• rlca11 wrltlll'S of a • b l tl011, • 11d we 11Nd 
H • ry • a11·a11d-wo• a11-Jack 111 tbla •ffort. 

PAUL U I CUD But 111 • way th• lrlt111b • o-vH•11t -
a11d law Va•• l• a prl•• ..._.pl• • was 11ot towards tlla 
0a11tr• of ..:tuc:e ftct1011 u cyblrpu111F: t s gol11g, but away 
tro• ac ta11c:e flc tlou hto lH lttaratun. 

PAUL l!ICUD OM ...-,. altclF: and aLllple war of 
loalF:Lll,g •t c,-btrpullk I•, It's trnapmlag • 50l""t of 
Cballdlaraq,,. nsrr•U" oato tndltlDMl •cta110a f1ctioul 
f,;,r• s, wlt.erull 1...- Va" was tn111p011Lll,g a Joyc:u.11 
n• rratiq 1111to tndltloul .clHce fletton for••· 

Jdm,'t- lttbatway . 

Intl STULIIG l o. Fer OH tlllllg I llaft -r 
wrtttn a Q.l.lld~ua tlllq 111 • y Ufa, bd I ,_lly 
daubt _,- • uca 1f JOU ,;ould ~ wllat cybup.u,..t 
.,.. wl- yau had .-.ad at 1...-t eoae StarU:na , -. 
Cad.I.pa , - Greg har. hopla ..--"t aw• r11 of tills . 
1-ipl• 1a 11rt\a.l• u .. r-..d ,_____., but U..,. doll.'t 
.... u,- - U.. fuU ptctur-a. 

-----~, 
~ · 

PJ.UL lllC.UD f•, CUT pa-c:epUoa of cybfft,ulll: 
tends to start wltll Git.. aDd wm-lF: ovt. Tllat IOUtds l llF:e 
It's aot tb• .1.-r1ca11 percepttoa of c 7bffpU111i: . 

BIIIJCI STIRLIIG n.• t's aot bow l - It . Obt>l-ly I'• 
pr• judlclld, bl.ot s pNIF:lllf ob,-Ctl?tlJ, 110. And Hltber did I 
- Brltl•b ,.., Vu·• .. • Joycean urratt.,. . To •J" • 1114, 
I'• a btg fH of Ballard Hd I th111IF: Ill a HIIN Ballard Is 
th• 01117 t,,,. llClH,ce flct1011 wrlt<lr tbat era ,_11,. 
producad. To • y • 1114 ba 111tagrat• acla11<:e 111to tile social 
• tnicture 111 a way tbat'a .,...., •l•ll•r to cybffpUa.11:.. aDd 
da.llbarat•ly b•ca- tba cyblrpuanl •r. copJlll8 bl• • o-v• 
-11t1all7. V• Ila•• atudllld Ballard's vorlF: quit• cl05SlJ 
•!Id • lot of aur ld110logy I• a9ptad fro• wbet Ila .. td . 

PAIIL lllCUD SO you're worli:1115 fra• a besls of 
&tllard a11d 8"1118 111 HOtbar dtn,ctton? lleyba B.tttsb 
scta11ca fiction 1bould take you •11d 110 In a11otbar 
dlraet10117 

BRUCH STIIRLllG Vall I would d•fl11l1.<IIJ ad \'IH you not 
to e:o 111 •1 dlrectloa. It would be • ftr)" rough rid• . .llld 
tb• N 1• 11othl11g to be gal11.-:I fl"'O• tbat . Tllara I• notbtng 
to be g•talld fl"'D• parocl.7t11g A• arlca , Tou h.au to t•k• tb• 
good tbtng• •!Id tbrow 111107 tb• bad thlaga •lld work fro• 
tHr•. 

!'J.U'L ICIICJ.lD Th.an"• a atnll8• 11• bh·11l.,11t attitude 
toooarda Aaarlca 111 so aucb CODtaaponiry barlcaa acl•11c:e 
ftctl011 . I'• tbllll:l11g of quit.a a IIU• bar of tblll!• !'vu rud 
by JOU aad Glti.o11 . 

BJIIJCI STl!iLIIG !- I.I• St• nlay lobl11• 011, who ts • 
cont.aspo:rary of ours but H's 11ot. H ldaologlcal ally . 
Tbare's • gr .. t du! of u11upraNd hatred of Aaerlca 
that's t•pllclt 111 TJla Vlld ~. In which A• arlca's t..11 
an.111.bll•tad by t wo or tllna bu11dred -tro11 bo• bs .. t off 
atault• -ly, a.lid tlll• I• H act of daatr-uct.!011 
_..ti.ally. 

BJOa STULIIG 

PAUL IUCUD TMNI are ela• Ht• wbw• y,:,u - • to 
1,a; bat!.. •••ryt.u.,. It aulld• foe-, and aUa- •l••cts 
wbu-a JOU ca11't • \'Old a atroag pstr totU: fla¥OUr 
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THf VlfW fROM THf MOUNTAIN ROAD 
TUt-.!alrenough. fact tb.11.t ha'a •taadla.g tb• re dra151lag sciunce flcUoa 111 

CH part1e1.1lar 4lrectt011 l0051H th• bouodarl- alld gl•n 
otbur peopla the opportu11it7 to pn;,• ulgat• otbar !du,;;, 
equ.all7oddbutlnth• otbardlr•ct1011. 

BRUCBSTEllllO I d011 ' t - how yau could ll•e 111 PJ.ULlllC.llD It ghH JOU R1aetbh1.g to f4lbt 
J.Hrlca DOV without fNllDg uru;oafortahle. •g•trist? 

P.lULUJ.C.UD 
J11Ur !tcUOD? 

.ln JOU tryl1111 tocha .. lt tl>raugh 

BlllCli STEiLIIG TM. I vould UP to tll1llk .a. I • M.11, 

l'ao11lyCJ1M1~butlllaYlltodoayblt.ToHlt 
_.. UaaoM pa:raoa tcall 111n,,,._anaothalr ~ 
Ulea r..,. aoco• pltsnd _..tht113. 

PAUL IIICUD lsthtipolltlClll ele..,..t&eHt.hiDgJOU 
co1>.s1der baste to your !kU0111' 

BRUCIISTERL!IO l"o, lcouldveryea5Uy-Hwrlt111g 
so• etblng nou.-polttlcal 111 a nathtir f • w years, with Ruaan 
out and a • on woolly Uberal !IOY•nsent ti.at I would fNl 
• OA. coafort&bl• with hi. In 110 NIIH a. t I feutlc or • 
utopiu., I'd be quite U.ppy to - ..., Uarlcu. gar•n>Mnt 
tbat Is • on gr- 1- audd.Uq alcmg with IIOH 5Cl'"t of 
ratlanal !ar-elp poltq Hd _. acdtc,,,a of deol11t f•li.l>g 
for otl:iar cultura alld other w,tl,;ms, not what - ha,,. 
ROW - I do11't up.::t alracl•, Mltilar do I ha" _. •&11t 
so::Lal,ld«>lCl(IIClllfr-asevorttbatlvQllldgntol.apas,a 
Oil • •uycm. • IN, But aa the othu- llaDd It's "UJ' dU!icult 
to abNna one's g01F• n1H11t baba•l"8 • b.u.•tully a.nd 
•orcD.1cally Offr 11. long pt,rlod wttbout bec:.,._1118 
r1dlcal168d. by thl•tght. 

PAUL UICUD Do you f111d acleD.<:<11 Uct1011 a good 
aodelowhtchto111pr1168rldtc1lopl11to11? 

UDCll STE.il.llG I tbl11t It'• tb• bKt •odl lo whlch 
toHpAIIUI radical oplaloo, Jt-. U..oD.17 way 1011 ca11 tnll1 ••pras,; truly radical op1111DII iD. I way tllat b7-passe5 
paople'a 1utlilc:t1ft object10119, 1 thlnk you'll UD.d tblc t• 
ftf")' a\llCll u-u. 1D. U.1 caM of fullalst KIHoa ftcUon, 
whlcll. I dOll't rM.111 rud that •,,.;h of, aD.d don't uJoy 
tllat •ucb wbe11 I do rud it, but I f111d It a "rJ 
ellCCII.ITTlg-1.Jlg '111D. of sclnoa flctloo'a poteD.tt.1 U&t "-re 
ta thls. group of poltt1call7 .,;th• paopl• WIima Ideas 
rMll1 u-. ftf")' radte.l - I • M11 nd.1cal perso111U1, Mlnllll 
politic,;; D.lld SO 011 - who CIII US. scll!D.Ce flctlcm 11.C II. 

HIIIIC 11! polttlce.l 1111.rrau ... , 8$Clllltlall, &Ii s.oc lal 111g1t­
prcp, aod bl publ111hed for It, 11.nd be 11.d.lrM for It, aod 
actu.ally have a rNden.hlp. iod Ill I lot ct e&HS tbesa are 
people wh~ point cf vtaw I• really pretty ... venly 
dHHted, lt would be hard t.o get aerOIIS 11.oy other "11.Y­
But 111 tlC!IDCI flcUOD. lt J ... t aort of glldn right 111. I 
.,ouldl.ik•to-•onoftbatsortofthlngdon.e,lwould 
111111 to MR paopll! "1th n,ally 1tr&1115• Yi.,.. coal"8 out of 
tbe "oodwort n4 1151.Jlg acl1110e Ucttcm as • .ode to pt 
this~. 

Pitll.lII C.UO But tllan'a also 1 "r"J' stro1115 rtgbt 
wla.g ele•Ht 111 tlMI cl11.catcal «-lellCI flct1011 . Do you !l114 
younaelf baapered by expec:tattooa of gal...-tlcuplresand 
tbeHelolata.th111g? 

BRUCE STliRLIIG 'ilull 1t dQQ11't ha• pctr H. I !hid It 
tl1>d of loatb•o••• but l'a glad tt'• there too 111a ,;ense, 
tb• •er• fact that Heillle111 Is tbun. H•l11lel11 gets• 
pretty bed pr-.•. JOU bow. bltcaime he'• ... ry right Wi"8, 
but OD. tbe otber band thare are plenty of otHr ..:lence 
!lctto:o vrttan vboie Id ... ar• Just .. D.1.1tt7 411 bl.S. I 
•M11, ecsea.tlall, be's a cra:ik He's not reau, 11. 15'-'J ill 
jactboat.8 ™"•Jsoaa l• ftvla.gca• •entatcra wauldba.,. 
you b• lteft. ll• 'a by 110 -u a statl.St, ar a St.alh•llit, ar 
11.11 avthoTlt.1.rt.11, or ll.ltlert.11, or wbatevar- . Ke'• a crank. 
Ila's a S'-'J' wttb pn;,D.ouACed op111toa.• vhkh doll't rully tit 
In vi th aa.,oae elH"'!s; u111....... . illd Ill a HIIH tne •ar• 

Bl!UCISTiiLIIG I doo't rully - ftgbtlag against 
llelolalll, that would j<St be l11t.enlec:lne.,arfare. 0a U.• 
eoatrary, ! tllillk tb.• things vort.b ft15ht1.a.g agaiut , I ,rery 
•IIC.ll -pect tllat lataleloa11d I vouldnd11poa thllS&.Ie 
•lde of tlla b• rricadea. n. first tbla.g that would bappui 
tbat ...,..ld .--Uy c•._ •e to We lip &Ta& would be U a 
ga...niae11t _,.. to cract dowt1 OD tbe p.--s aD.d f~ of 
•peacb. Tllat'• wbare I .--Uy 4rav tlla lla.•, when 
C.UOnihlp baSIH I'• out ill tb• •t.--t "ttb a rUle, ind I 
.-• ry • uch suspect tb.at Het11l1t11 would be out tber• ,aD.d 
h• 'd probably ba,,. a bigger rifle than • In., 11.0.d better 
a•unit1011. But J !Ml very ltttl• dOllbt tbat.,avould both 
be tbere, l would be perfectly happy to perleh 011 tb11 
barrlcad• l>Nld• llelll.leln . I would aucb prefer to b• lp 
H• 111l• lu draw up tlMI d1111,th lt.t. bvt cbdoualy I would 
pref•r tocunh• reth1rtba11dle. 

But t.o get bu.tout of •11,,pe o,,er Hel11lela's 
tllt11g11 •trl.ka Has tb• sort of •tor• 111 a ~p tbat's 
•• r, t:,plcal of Kl• cc• ftct.!OII. lt'a 11.D. 1gaanllCI of 
largar 1-, tllan are b18Pr ft.h 111 the - tlla.D 
1• 11111111. ar l'tlurHll• or Poul be!....,.., or a117 of that 
sortofaraadllbertarla11cro,,d , T~IU)'"ld011.'taiou11t 
totbat•uch.tbe7'r• notasoet.ltb.--tby&117-u. 

PiUL llfCUO 'illlat'a bM11 tba popular .--poue to 
your tlrul of Kl• oce fktlcn 111 i•ertca? 

BRUCESTEiLIIG That's bar4 to say. lt',;;an .. blvalent 
reepootie . lo the cas,i of people "ho elaply buy 11ele11ce 
ftctlcm J tblllt u-. bMII a f.Urt, fnourable r.lp011&1, I 
•• a11Glbeo11'cbootHlls. a 7book•ll•1btt. 

P.ltll. 1.IICJ.lD l r-•e.blr 111 tbla ccu11.tr7 a couple 
of ,-rs •.!lO vbn GU•••'• vork aD.d your work •a.d 
Shepard-. st.a.ri.1 g11tt1.Jlg d1strtbuted IMIT b• n, • rM..l 
w1.,.of •=it.eae11t,astt--. wMAJ'Lllg"lba11kGod 
so•-. .. dcla.g - • thillg abo<ri. KIIIICI flcttcm•. Dtd U,e 
.... thi11g hsppen 111. herlca? 

BRUC!STERLlfG I thl11t v• ry • ucb ao,yeb. I thlnt t.o 
• cart.a.lo 111t111t It'• 111tlll boppeniog, it'tl ot.ir.rtlng to 
hrood1a. Tb.le t. a e11511 of peopla taklllg &e:1111<:<11 ftctlon 
a1rtouelyo11 ltsDW11tar1111.Soe •on1.,bo 's n,allywllltng to 
gat d0"D and dirty Wltb It, not just prod It fro• a 
dist.ace t11 tbe hope It • lght be uved for u.• glorious 
ca.- of Ut.rature, but to rully J111ot Ju•p 111 there 
sc.--.tng and be wlllla.g to put ti•• full .-ou11t of work 
ht.a tt . ind theni are aa.11.7 wrttars to tbe Stats• "be u-. 
by 110 • aau • fflllated "ltb cyberpunk and would be 
unbappytobecalledthataD.d atght • .-e11.C011S1dartbatan 
Insult, but wbo a-tbli!l- ara Y"«J -r1- 9C1• ri.ce 
llct!OII wrttar-s aD.d .--u, bell• Y• 111 tbe Htboda, aD.d tbe 
pcaslb111UN 1ud •cl fart.II, and aA .. uua.g to put Ill. a 
full clD.y'a work and do II.II bcllNt job. they doo't J.,.t W&11t 
todabblewttb 1ta1>d tbu11bopetbat tbu7w011'tg.ttarred 
with tbe 1111111 sf wrttar. alld 11•1ther dn u..,. ng•rd It 
"Ith coa.te• pt and want to do juet a btt of 1t for the 
p1111t•rscotbeyc1011at111.011e1001y . These1npeopl1vho 
pnfar-towort hlscle11ceflction beca.iseth• y bellevethay 
ca11 do tblllgswltb It that otber!or•sofwrtt111.g can't 
de.And I b• ltevetblat.tru• ,thar• ar• thlngs1oueaado 
ID. ..:lance f1ctto11 that are laposslble l11 oU.• r fora& of 
wrtt111g . There are topics you Q11 d.1acus:c tbat ..-. 
ulldJ~bl• to nraigbt lltar• ture, aD.d U.re are 
ulact.•• you c:ao co••lt tllat an l•posstbl• 111 nralght 
ltt• rat11re. 
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uraual ll&llurks ani thara. But n111e11-
ber, tlla 011ce-prollflc Dr .lsl • ov could 
po,;t;lbl)' .-.generate lntenist In the 
s hort stor y - with ne" 11aterlol; at 
pr-nt, he ts at rlo;t or contributing 
to !ta duth throes through uncorlng 
"pret• ntloYs i; leatness• . 

THI! ROYil'G UID - !Gaac Asl• ov 
(Cldord University Pniss, llil87, 346pp. 
t5.lil51 
.f, H Y SCIDCII OF LIFII - Rup<1rt 
Slleldrate 
[Paladin, 1967, 267pp, t,,3.951 
llevlawed by o..rroll Pa rdoe 

THE FR!IG!iS OF SCIEICE, VflERE IT 
&hades lnto phll0&ophy, or reUglon, 
or the occult, or Jurat t hrows up 
curloaltla,;; &vch as spontaneous co11b­
u•t l o11 or encys ted t011ds, eHrt an 
ab5orbl"! f1a.clnat!D11 , !sa.,c Asl•DT 
ha• a ni• arbble tal•11t !or writ!Dg 
short, aaterta llllllg -r• 011 any 
• c: i• !ICe-bllsed s ubject you could think 
of, and hen, h• touch- 011 u11y &\ICh 
uttena, &IOD.,f; wttll • ore ortllodoz 
topics soch as blacli hol.,_ and gene­
tlc 1ngl11Mrlng. ID thi s hi follows 111 
th• f ootstep,5 of the lat. 'ii'l lly Ley, 
.,hlllie colu• n In Galax:, "a& co• puls l"• 
reading for • e Ill the fl!t111& . One or 
the IIGGaYS in Asl• ov"s boot, 'the R6le 
of the Heretic ' , d1111ls "Ith the way 
th• 9cl1ntlflc 'establls haent' reacts 
to het erodox opinion& a nd theories, 
and can profttahly be borne 111 • I nd 
whan reading t he Sheldrate boot. . 

Tha observations which prc• pted 
Sheldnte to erect his hypothesl.5 of 
"fcr• atlve causation• - especially in 
the fl•ld cf e11bryclogy - an sttll 
larg•ly unezplatned, •nd to his credit 
hi suggests 11Iperi:mants >1hlch • tght 
thro" lJ.sht en the 11atter and act as 
a test of his hypotheoa l s , But h• has 
been unable to res let the te• pt• tlon 
t o allo" an elaborate theoretical 
fra11e- wort of "• orphogenettc fields 
and •• orpblc re&cnance• to r •,;t on a 
vary s lendar ob&arvaticnal base. 1'11 
r111!nded of those • edteval schola rs 
who prod<>Ced lo"!, detailed , perfectly 
nasoned ancyclopedlc accounts of a ll 
hu•an knc.,ladge; or perllaps of tha 
ela borate 11atb...,.tlcal t~taent of 
p• lonlc U • l ds >1hich waa sentlon•d tn 
J s tDUDd11J8 at the hatght nf caap­
b• ll'a la..• affair with the Blarony­
aous • achlne. Evan U • zparl• ent 
• hlJ"S that the effects b11 • entlon& do 
Hist, tba eventual theory to upla!n 
the,. Is unlikely t o bear • uch rela­
tion to the Sheldrate hypothesis. lo 
e b&IH In that - surely tbe function 
of .. 1s1cnu1es such as Sha ldrate I& 
tb l stl• ula tJon o! further e ffort both 
practical and speculative. For the 
prsent the vanllct can only be the 
old Scott i s h one , "not proven• , 

i1111d and enjoy both of th11S<1 
eKcellen t boot& . 
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STHflG n TllB 6ITI - Jull.u Bora. 
!JowLM.11 ea.,., 19&6, 19'!ipp, t9.951 
k'orl...-dbylla11.-..111'0rt<ir 

ts TKIS IOVl!L SCIBICi FICTIOI? AL­
tbcugb lt starts durl.a.g u.a Second 
llorld llar, theeo!ICl._1011 Is reachad 
aoaewhen, Ill th• urly yeana of th• 
21st century, •o OIi t1• 1HCale alona, 
OU COi.iid say tluit It Is, I t alao 
aates certain pnd1ctlot111 about h t. 
beyond 196'7, 50 In th.It"..,.. ona 
cculd say It Is . 8ut J'• not convJ11-
c..i., h, th• 111&•• wa7 that I'• llllt 
c011vl11ced that tbs a&,Jarlty ot tha 
Qg,..ldt&c-U..attJtudesttuot 
aoclaty has ho4 towards WDHII OVff 

tllla oeDtlJl"J' , UI fec:t, I U11d Sur1D8 
at U. SUn a11 lrrltatta.g • isb-aash of 
ld..a Hd U.cughU, but wrltUD wU.b 
auc:balaganaia11d 11t7lathat !can't 
find It 111 • y burt to dts• 1- n 
• Dtlr91J, 

to ad:a thtag9 a•eii • ora an11.or­
l11g th• IKJ'Nll ca11 actually bl brol!UI 
IUD two dl11U11ct ~rt.a, AHtb.11111 
vll!cb ._.,_ .. to ball.v. that tt ta 
tvo ...... 1111r worts llll..litld n1thu tlDU­
au&ly by the ul11 cbract.r of tha 
!!rat part re-appurl11g H the • othar 
of tba 11aJor ehract•r in thll lillCDnd 
part. Th• flrat part. chart& Jun 
Sv-ju11t'& lif• tlirou11h the war , h•r 
<1Tl!t lllto aarru.ga •nd her au~ 
q11e11t m;c.apa, A r•thllr f•11c lful11trl, 
ooly hllll tn touch ><ltb the rul 
world, she la happy to l .. VII thll Uo 
111 har ....-Id to do tha th.lnttng for 
har. na.,... q1-Uoolng tbe d.::lstmia. 
Vha11 it aia. to Hr till- seod.lll,!I 
Hr to• c;o11t:n,c:•ptlca spact.a.ltst 
Wltlu:art vxplalllill,!I What 's bppui.llg. 
shll eco.pta """ thla w1thalrt a • ur­
•11r Tllo, 11.11rrillg• laadl.Salitar but 
lt t.alns t\/Hty years for her to 
brak f.-.., preg11.a11t with• child who 
turns Into a dl•trealngly ccmv.at­
loul PD:.qulet, w!Uidraw11a11d happy 
to be so, hi e tra11edy bat1111 tbllt he 
has an orlglnal alDd whose aJ<tsunc;a 
he alaost d• lih,irat.el)' da111u . 

The second part COIICUll!i Gre11-
ory's 11tte11pts to co•• to t11rao. with 
the nature of duth. By now we 11r• 
bayond 1967. Ev•rytbln11 5"as • uch 
the paa HCllpt that !Ue la.tll • ..ch 
longer and old agll bu flMU)' heco• a 
•~pt.ablll,a0&tly11a11...sultofold 
people rebelling -,SIJ.IIS\ thatr t,...t. 
• Ht hy &0::laty . Eutba..asla is i:arul 
but Gngory La 1-tnaly obs.--1 
wlthlAIIClda111d spends11ucilof bts 
\ISi hytna q-t!Ofls lllto the~~ 
•l Purpos,!S Collputer, vlllcb tbalnt­
lc•ll)' bolds tll• sua of busao Row· 
ledia, lll.llie:i:plar•t1C111SravMlthatlt 
d0111111't, and it lltff bac:o• es clMr 
th.at th• caaputer la•• fallible a• 
thlll pl'Ople who M:lllollly 111,;;w_,- th• 

~:;uo;.:njtt 1:u::i~~~. th~~r a ~::~ 

d!acuso.icn, and Gr•l!'cry eventually 
achiRYes 1111darat.11n1Hng through quast­
io11l11g his 111other. 

So what do w• have? Dile woun's 
11truggle I.Cl cc•• to tarss wtth lier 
111•, •11d one u11•• efforts to r11&cb 
n 1111darst.aD<lbg of bis Ufa. n. SF 

0 
tr•pp1toga er. .1.• .. t IKlda11t.1. &lid 
the repa,ated •otU ot-tng tH&UII 
rlM t wlca, fra• • plane at dUf..-...t 
Htghta - ... 11. that's tbrown •war. On 
the crlhar bnd, It's a challieglng 
boalr and beautUully wr1ttaa, but I 
tUnlr lt prova that SJ will ...,.er be 
Jul110 Bo.mas' forte. and a-. wtsar 

~:.:!!~:~~g to daUcat• dlnecttcns of 

il'TIJliCT ~Cr1tgoryBa11ton1 
tS.nt.11•, HIU, 533ppl 
Ravlaw•dbyO..,!dVlng...,..• 

ARTIFACT lS A HYBRID, BUFORD'S FIRST 
ff?ltura LIii.Ci the bestMll..-lthrlllu­
puti, but •itb • or-. tun a dash of 
specub.tlVII physics. h an;haol,:,glcal 
dit; 111 G.-...ca u-,-tu a strange 
-.rtlfact whtcb p.-- tO la.I"' artrr 
ordl11.arJ pr>"..-S , A larp cube c011.t­
•l11lng o blacll cou, It i.. 111 fact, 
tba poacbgtng: for o tiny blaclr hole -
OtMO of o twlna.cl patr wbich ha.,. 
!1lb.11 0Ut of 9qutUbrlua &lid \/hi.ell. 
Uiroughout th• DOYtl, tr•Vlll tllrou11b 
nx:lrtotryto11attcgathorag&111.Tho 
!du Is pure SI' - but tba ho11dl111g 
1'11'talwaysupt0S.11!or-d'sbe&t . 

Job11 Blshop,tha l lT111a11 whoget& 
i:a1111btuptnthl11altuat1011,l11 • 1ld­
Hnnerad, UDlld.,.ntul"'QUII, and perpatu-
1lly aurprlsod to discover hi.• ael! 
h.-cihed ID 511Cb ID advsntura , l'art-
11.rlag bi.a, 1ll a.ore than one Nnsa. 
I.a Glau-a Anderaan, U•& cap11bla wau.11 
who flrst dl.11<:0Yll.nd th.a artUact. 
Tllese an ... 11-<1rev11, Nttsfactory 
charactars. 1- Mttafytag are tlut 
•lllalu, parttcularly .laJgr Collu. 
vho, while bis UIWf° MStl- IS U 
•ff.::tl•• :relodraaauc ploy, prgv­
too M&J. target . Ho's. blac.lr hat 
tra110...,.ten1,11ot•.-..lhllng,and 
unda..-.1-our .. 11 .. 0! thepotantlal 
rultty of the &ltuath;n. 

lt'athaald-1990.&ndtb• world 
1'av111 aorahost!lo tciAaerlca tha a 
11ow,Tbls allow&for •oa1polit1cklng, 
and f11111lly 111 overt confrontot l oa 
b• t w .. 11thBGniekar111y111dtheCI.1.aa 
the two black bo lft caae toget her, 
but the bast parts or the book ar• 
tbCIH IA which Benford d01111 what ha"S 
1-t at, tllu• .lnatlng • • )'Stet"J by 
alow degnw. Jltdw•y throu:gb, th• 
vr lti.llg has II r.l cbuga .s thll 
KIHUSt.s fLDd this Helot artifact 
•dlltlagfra11ahoutUOOy.ra be.fora 
Cbrlat- tsapleceofst.te-of-U.­
•rt physlcs,aslngularlty. 

T ... book ends Is llOCertallltias -
1S than I INq,,,.l llers? lt .. •lM>, 1ll 

-r•l slapl• Wl)'S, UDSlltlsfylng . 
lcmtos. Hire all d-rYlng vllla1-, 
11ata hts, but Btabgp-. ba.11<1<; ara 
Cl•"• Tboglagularlty did It. r ipping 
)(onto• apart ID II sc•n• grapb1c• lly 
and borrlflcall:, d-.crn1ed. Tbls 1,. a 
cop-out, 8',nford build• th• need for 
vongencewithoutaat1• fy111g lt, Vhl ch 
15 not to :aentlon tll• deg r ee n! 
Col11cld•11cm lnYO)Yed - 111 trua 
thrlllargtyle-l11thlsbllpp1111ng. 

For a fir• t Ya11tur• l.Atci this 
are, tbt• wart.& far b• tur thn •ogt. 

K s 
but It's tu froa Buford H hie h•at 
1Ddoaly ta d>au-oa11tnlcbptars 
dldl,...llyflnd •yselt~. 
0... flul th1llg - tN Gn• k Httitoga 
aDd U,_ an;UO.l.o!!tc•l blta ..-. .,.u 
d..crlbad - Uh di ,!load ti.taallar 
wrttars, S.11forddld bl.a ba11-ork. 

fl .lLIBI PLl!s:EI -Gr agoryBanford 
ttor,19&0,280pp, 114 .1>51 
Rovlowedby!lovid Vlllgrov• 

COUICTIOI S All ll'TEUSTlIG TlllIGS. 
~c:,-cl•ntherthaDay•phonle&, 
U.y llluatr•te alther th.a OW-IVII 
sl11gle-•I~ er tu eclectic 
d!,,....lt:, of U..tr cr•tor. If upr_. 
sioo,s of tl,a d1ffar• 11-t facet& ctf a11 
IUthar, U..y'Nloftenr~bbl/t flawed . 
lid- 1 wrlurca11 prvd110• 1dm:eA 
perfectly cnftm place• ac.-- tll• 
a,-:tru•, he's bouDd to upoM WNlr­
D- H wHl os atrs1111tba . thl..ll ls 

;~t 0:111;:C~~:'. Fle&.IJ, Gres S.llford'a 

Spa1111l11g the ,-...rs 197!5-&,. th• 
llatori•• 111dnn•poa•pr-11t11any 
aspects of e. wr i ter ><hCIH work fus •• 
the bat 111 hard, trad l t1011al SF with 
a 11a11ulna sanaltlvlty u, th.a full 
r•ng• nd pctentlll of Uteruy erp­
.-..toa. Seaf ord b1• I flnt-rata 
lDtellect Hd ht• speculottona ben 
sn ab.rp 1-11d cutting. but 1111.llu past 
ganm-at101111 of scla_..or-lentm vrtt­
ars, bla pro&e -ti.- alnga too . 
StorlN Uh 'Of SpK111TIM eDd thll 
Rlvar' ..-a .......ta1-Dt of JI Job11 llar­
rlaicn's • .., Vcrld• storl• of alle11 
la\nal011, and U.. r•ng• of bl& i!ityl­
lstlc upari• nl41tl011 - perbps beGt 
Qo..-11 1D U.. DOftlla "To tu Starai.Gg 
Gulf' - ha.s n.rol_y hen .. tcurt out­
aide tba peg- of that •afi&ZlAa, 
VhtcblSIIOtUINJthatO.-ara 
blulr. nlbtll&tlc visions of si:x:laty',;­
duth: there's on und•nlsble hulllln 
w1rsthn111nl11gthroughtbacollactlon . 
But &0111wbere along tll• li ne h• II.as 
hlrlllllised 11tyla, a11bJ9<;:t 11.11tter 1111d 
r .. itag tO prodl!Ctl a now wave bybr ld 
lb.at'• surprising, ••ll11ht.enlng and 
sa• attaesJv,;;tpla1n1ve-1iisplr111g. 

'hllth-1stlc Bffect•• ts. good 
exaapla, ao ldM a tralght out of Poul 
hdersaa's Tell Zero, but 1l fuses 
h11u11 llltcn&t. spec,ilat1H pbp.-le• 
lad poatlc descrlpttc.a 111 • IU..IIDV 

the --• ,al llsn1 Sf schaol Ma• s 
loe&pabla of. 'Doi.Ilg 1.ellllOII' I• 1111-
17\bar, where tbebsslc idMci!wak:1111'1 
11p lll tlle lutvnl aDd 1-• persoutlng 
Lennon, 11UCces&f11lly, Is 111"•11 mi. 

furtbar tvl..llt to llft tho • tory rro• 
tho c.tagory of lntarMtlng ldaa 11.Dd 
11h·a the whole thing rMl ,....,,,._ace, 

tr there's• real wMlrn-• It 1• 
111 th• wrlt lll11c!th•ope11lngstory, 
' In Ulao l'l•sh ' . Only here doas 
Benford'astyle !ail toa .. t bls hlgh 
dulgn. Butlt't;;•su ll !oiling Ina 
collection which - culltd fr<ia a 11ood 
f.,. dona uocoll.::tt,d storlM - is 
perllap11 tlla 11tro11g•t l 'n r•ad 111 .... ,,.,,..,.. 
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.l CLOCIVORI OUIOI: .l 
IIUSIC-A11lha111Bur11-
flutt;.hi1111g11.l!l87,48pp,~ .~l 
bYt..,ed by l .V.hll•y 

Vin U••J are all 'cla=ic' 1n dlffar•11t PICTJOI S OIi I UCUUll DIS.lSfH - David 
HIISa. 0..., defl11ltla11 af a c la5clc la Da-,,ltag 

BO'iGESS IS BT IJCLll.lTIOI LlBUtllST 
ud (triadequauly ACOg111Ndl eoap­
- •s • 1,11;b Q IIO'Nli1'"t . YlU1 t.hls 
a- • dll;iia-tt10>1 to a.!sc:ag•uu 
aoad uu1 • edt•. •111811113 Ntlni •114 
-lblUtJ, ea• edJ nd tragedy. Thu• , 
Ulari..,.lJ •lld burt· breatl .. ly, 'TM 
vrw:11 of tMI Deut• clloland' 1a 110ur­
w<:IOd1sed 111 TH CJOUWCW'~ T•t.a.nat: 
• :ausleal of Trotffy'a Ufa ls .,....,. 
l:>~ n. bd of tli• VgrJd ,-. 8Nt­
bcm111 ta atamt • eoapulat011, ud bl.S 
-t ub1t1 .... 17 'apartantal' .,grt, 
l•pol- Sysplioa:,, I• fn..Hd bJ U.. 
'Ero.tu.' .la.otMlr pniooevpa,ttm la 
wtt.llU..subU• t11Al.--.-of 
Iac.gua.g• - oal7 ooe • o or1Ht.d. t;,auld 
hi.,. acbt...-.d lo,• prt4 •114 n • 
Slicrta..- p1,.,...,.. v.i-.. 

Sucbpr.a,;,;11patt .... •adw,ct;-
11tq,- ., .. t lato -' CJoc:-bart (>a-,.. 
U. 11162 dJ• topta . Tll•7 Htar aon 
QCl:llpro.nt:lftl)' la~ tU• "au• tcal' 
'fV'llloa. •• 111 tlleor4ltul,H~ 
lotuittoa of tb9 phc.• ttcaU1 .-1-
•U-'dl-•oe!lltlft pot1111U..t Df cert­
al11 tu• .11111 >IOrds. • tnlcwnid ta.~ 
ga.ag-• ac:Ju:, ldlOII, r....,lt• Ill 1111 
IIWOCllt!H • la11g of • lauy aUautLo:a . 
n,. dru.atlc poulblllllM of 111'" 
tHH of fr• wlll aad th.I ut11ra of 
... 11 .... a,:plorwl Ill• •-!OIi of 
dtsjot11t.d. -11• vblcb c:noatll, for 
the rudu, • 'bltt111-•11baa11t froa 
tlw. orl!!l1141; but • \1$le, 4ravu ebl• fly 
fra• ti•• IMtbDV• II •r•pbc11IN, la • II 
1...-11111t111a dyu• lc , au• tal11l11g alld 
... 1 ..... h11 t•11•IC11 •lld troalcall7 
c:ou11urpol11tl11g th• ti.. ... 

Tba pl.1.71nl!! cf 1.ppr11pr1.1.t• tapa 
puaag• vlll • upport • • tn1111•r 
Hparllll!C41 than tba lHt 111011• 11.Uo,,•, 
tbough Burg-. ill 1111 t11ta...-t1113 
l11trod.uc;tton,4111• 1• - II IIJ'O~atlc' 
prata1111ions • all b• d!M• l11brick•s 
clov11bu.t l11t.rpratatla11 Df t.ba ortg-­
hr.al. HI fa..cur• l!!rOllp parfor.1.ncaa 
of bl1 "har• l•• llttla h r i<:41° to tha 
iiettlll!! af INtbCVIIII •frwoly benglld 
ara.uul.011.1. piano". l'llrh11pstoodl•-
• ts• J1111l y, haappeaNI toreganl. tb.t& 
"'Or'k •or• a• ezorci.• than re&11rract­
tcm . .lctually, thougb ba hu cfta11 
U"Nted hi• 11ur-obll•111va Augu• t -
1111.an/ hlaglaa tb• H Wltb gTMt• r 
• cpblatleat1011, th• vary • tspltctt7 cf 
t.bla 'aoralltJ'lliv• 1t11adurlll,l!!blt.a. 

.l Pill. OP ICDD08T - ktbur C. Clarh 
IGollancz, 1907, 224pp, t.3 .501 
TD lil rt T1lB IIGI C.lSfU - PllWp 
l . Dtct 
U'uguill. 19'11, 249pp. t.3 .~l 
.l YD.lff OP ST.l.llS - Bob Sir.av 
tGoltancz:. 19'17, ll!illpp. t.2:.951 
UST .lD PIIST m - Olaf Stapl..tm 
lh113"ID, 19'17, 327pp, t.3951 
r..-t-.db:,Jt• Eegl.aad 

II' TOSI .lH CUSSIC 

a vork of •autstalldlng l• poruaC41' . Clac• lllH, 1!187, 239pp. t27 .50l 
Tbla d0115 act • BIIII lt ts -11t1al bvieve4b7ltkeCbrllltla 
r .. ding utter. 1111 enJayabl• rw,d. or 
• .,.,, r-udable. Vbu. I flnrt rMd Last 
•ad F!r-¥t Jfn In 117 11111rly tMllS it 

:::c. uat "'";ta:;~. •~:~b171:d-::;,. 

nan! tba tara •• tnd-blov1-.• uNd . 
TN u~IUC41 Ir.as pro'Nd uaforgat· 
table. It hardly llt• d • u7tag ~ the 
c:GIIDOM)eDtl th.It aotUng u • b• IIJI 

"rlltanmr.ugn.Dda 11<;11l• •UC<I It.a 
publlcattmi lD 1930, tllat it ., .. 1111 
i• poru11t lAfluenc:. upm,. later Sf aad, 
aa Brlaa .lldl&S saJS lI his far• vard, 
t.hatltla "a.• cmgtba-tl.• .118"1•-
attva "orb ..-er wrttur.• . EYV"J Sf 
r-..d.., UQUld at lwu;t b.av _.udng 
about It bu-t, as .lid.ts• says. part.a 
IIOV hi._.. 011ly a "period cur•• . 

J. Fall of ~ .... t 1S a ctes.Le 
ta qulta a dlf[eraat ..,,.., to, , it Ill 
•11 oarl7 1WV'Dl b7 • clag;:tc SJ' writer 
Hd &Isa • classic: --• pl• of • book 
b-• ed. OD I. btpct.llNI• Ctllat lM • ooe 
11n- afchokl113 du• tl .,11,1c11 has 
p=-i • lst11ke11. D•• pitatbequot.ab7 
Jclui VJlldha.• Clltllafraat~ (-n.• 
baet boak .lrtbur C. Clarb baa dmr.e" l 
ltl• b711o • eanslll11bNtbock. 

TN aboH "a& first publ.lahe4 ID 
196l;J.VrMtllofSurstal!l71!i. It 
eiauld be argued Ur.at tbla 1• too 
rac•atfarlttalr.av• 'classtc•atatu• . 
It Ill dscrtbed by I.an Vataall U 
baing "IIDputtable dov11 . ug,:,.lfl0111tl7 
iaplauslble" and botb ccm.e11ta seem 
btr. l'arhaps ltahauld baregarded as 
a classic ezaapte ct 01111 of Sluiv'• 
"u11p,.,ttabte dovn• boJU, of wblcb 
tbu• ara • 1111:,. Desplt• balDg sllgbtl7 
• Dl'"a laplau• lbla tlur.n Clarh'a book, 
tlr.a evanga SF rudar "Ill probably 
flndlt11araent.t.rta1111113 . 

Tlla Jfaa !11 tba High C...tla, flnit 
publleblld In 1902. UI tbeoddonaaut. 
A cl.auk eu.• pl• of ea 'altar1111ta 
vorld'1101111l byPbll1pll:.Olck, It t• 
ace911t r ic, &unealh;tlc and not at all 
unputtabla dovn. In fact. rud• rw who 
do not can to l• 1111t11a 111 great 
d1taU vhat 11l11bt bava bappe11ed tf 
O.r1111.ny 11.nd Japan ba4 ,ron tba Var 
1111d Hite 11tralglr.tfon,,1rd Uaur D.aT­

rattv111a:, filld th.11 t11• ptat1011 to put 
ttdcv11very • trong,11tfir• t .Oatba 
back covu i;.a• aa11a ha. dacrtbad it 
H"p,,tutaktnglyco11atru:;i.ct••lld tba 
author ea, •th• ac• t brllll.ant .ct-fl 
• ind on 11117 planet• . Do eot 1111 p,.,t 
off . It balf19 tn r.,_4h1g 1t to baa tlS 
ctttnn, prllfuablJ C.Ufcni.taa, to 
11.avs so•• tnovledg• of Ger• e11 alld 
Jep,,ane cultuni, and 11ot ta ba a 
• tickler for lucid EngUsb. bu-t aan7 
pac,pl• "It.bout tlle&a quaill1c:at1a11• 
will ftad it vell varUI. rud.111 . 

Till! POST-IIOLOC.&11ST STOIIT IS Olli Of 
tllll • ora paralatallt • ubgallf"ff of Sf, 
11114 tu dacad• 111..ca tu ..... ff• 
at r ... 11 wltb flu iauaplM. too IIUHr­

.... ta HlltlCD 01111 • igllt tbtn}; . Dov~ 
11113 would 11otagr•. ta t.hiaboot II• 
aaug• ta clta. veil a-r tvc llundrad 
W<rkll, t.l>d vbll• u.117 of th-• ara 
uDdaubt.117 "'Or't.hJ. attar flftJ or • o 
tb l1111lata11t r.!• rwooN start ~ blur 
aadblaDdtoe;atbar. 

Tbla 111 .t. pity, b• c:ause wbra 
Dovllng d- gift Masell raa• be has 
a • ubllta11tt11l a.rau-nt ta • au, and a 
pan:• ptl" vi.., of aHJ clas• t i;:s, Hl:S 
bllnt 1S ldNltat , 1119 bllllftti. t.b.t.t W 
"rlt.t. abou-t 11,11;1• -r dtaastv lavolvw;; 
tllawrltarl11a • or11lcllot01a,,ertlle 
~tattca. U Ila ~ts 111,11;:laar 
"•r • - • tht113 ........,1,...bl•, accept­
able .... 11. tbaD Dovl.J.llg ari-• that Ir.a 
la il'"rN:JIOQibla, far ba • hauld 
IDlltN4 ba lllldN\'CUZ'lng to avl!Un 
paopla ta Ula appall1ng ..-..llty. 

How th is cal! bl ach.1""'4 ta 
anatNr • ubj• c:t OG vlr.tell Dowling ls 
lntanistl118 • Ha CO'O'IU""• J..,11111 flcttans 
of tbll Hclacau• t tn • oaa d11ta1l, 
duon• tratlag tbe lnabtUt:, cf acoap­
ted 11t7la 11.Dd lar,,guaga ta aYOll:e tba 
rNlltJ of tba CCD0111tratl1J11 ca.aps, 
.1.ndco11n11tst.b.t.t: 

T111 trap ol nll·tnt111uon..:I lnOl\g.nu 
11 lo ~• ,nldtd only ~Y cru U!!i 
1peC1d f!cltGt!il p1\ltrl!'I or O<lt11H nt-

l\'MJ111\""!!:.!:~ ~; 11/,;\,~M~~ !: 
1!11nt1, 

511.,.ral po11t-• Qd.• r11t• t work• ara 4ts­
eu• aad and quotlld, aad tba tacbntqun 
exaalned . It"•• pltJ tllatsonaftbll 
11oraa11c7clopedlc llattngs ofnlavant 
"orlt• 1t11ra not jett1•a11ed ID favour 
c!•cr• nftbi• d•bata . 

Tba book"• l11111t clr.aptar 1• by tar 
tba bnt, !11 It, Da-,,llag plcks RJddley 
Vdtu by Rll• Hll Hoban and A 
C.ntlcl• for t.JllovJtz b7 V,1lter It . 
II. Iller u two •ne• pl11ry flctto, s' !er 
• aon ntan411d a11.• ly1ot• . Hera tbere 
I• sen 4apth 11114 consaquently 111ore 
fer• ruder toch...-011. -pgtally 111 
tba d1•cuulon cf CalltJcJa, vbtch 
Dovllag 1111111,-. parlr.ap• • touc:h 
• or1.ll11t1c.1.l17, ID tar•• af • 
dlebctoa7b1tVN11 .. 1ad-a11dpowar. 

Tblrty peg• anr. net 1111ou15h. If 
7ou'ra curt0\111, bf"- tha last 
cllapt• r aad tbll CODClu• ICll 111 4 
library ao• a.,bar•. far tN rNt, 7au 
slgbt ju• tuvellr'Mdtha llcbolla 
arttcl11011 'Tb11Kalacaustudl!t.t.r• 

TD a:ot1) COAT DO'Q TtILOGT 
Frankffvbllrt 
IGollancz,19'17,tlllpp,l.10.951 
a...1 ... IICI bJ Cir.rt• S.rter 

nm IS u OJflllOS EDlTWI Of THE 
God b~ at Duu. T.l• Hu-ecJc:s at 
lltlu, 11.M Cu ,_.. Jlow. llt/H, • ad 
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sio.co they have boon revle"ad alrMdy 
in Vectllr and P,,perback In:fen:,o, this 
wtll be a personal overview of the 
Dune &11ga. It ts a saga, and tl••refore 
the title Is something of • • tsnomer, 
perttcularly as it""" clear that 
Herbert lnt.,nded to write et leastoi:ie 
11ore Dun.,ncvel (s ome11ayalso find 
'Great' a little presu11pt1'te!I . This 
saga highlights thl probless .,,IHI 
good Sf wrttere ne11 to he.VII : brlni­
lag the ir eplc:9 to a sattafoctory 
conelue lon. Let's not b41ev,,.t.,.about 
this, with •ny H rln of noHls no 
utterbowgoodtheyare lnd1'tldually . 
considerable still ls requlrad to 
fln1sb tbe11. Sadly, we will never tno" 
bow well Ar Kerbert 111.gbt have 
achieved this goal. 

Dune ts one of 11y favourite Sf 
n=els; the co11b!ned ele11<1ntlii of eco­
lcgy, power polltlcs, genatic aantp<.>­
latlon, rellglon, and the Jl..,.Lab 
flgun! Paul ll118.d'dlb wen, waventog­
etber tntoanexc1tlng.co• plexplat . 
Hm,f!ver, by tbe U • e I got ta Clll!d­
rea af llune J had le&t the l• i-tU& to 
rud any further when the noorel• 
appeared 111 regular •uec-1011. I 
• tarted dr.,.h with Gad S• perar for 
this review but aoon nn lnto • l • ll111r 
difflcultlea. Tbeprlnclpal ru-anl& 
that esHerberthHextended outrro• 
hhi original novel, the roader 15 
exposed toreoccurring e le• en t.swhlch 
originally were lntere&tlngendn0'>el 
but have 1>eco.11e jaded and boring. 
Th•U"e are nu• erous eu.• ples : the 
obllgatory pe4rla of wls do• before 
e11chchapter,the11.tte11ptsofincreas---­
tngly God-like .l.treldes to • 1111lpul11.te 
(beaevolently)thehu1111.nrace,andth11 
•tyle or writing wh11reby ch11.ractan11 
are cons tantly rdl1Cttn15 bact In 
• uch a way as to produce a static 
ettact <th i s aleo l nvo lv• consider­
able phlle&Ophlcd e peculatlon which 
at tl• H, eg. !n God E• peror. over­
balances to crute 11. turgid debate), 
e ncl finally the increasingly tedious 
reappearance&; of Duncan Idaho gholas 
frD1' 11.Iolotl tanta. Ione ar th....., 
hoot,;; era really bed, l don"t regret 
havlngreadthe.11,butfor • etheyedd 
nothlngtotheorlginD.ltrtlogy. Yhlch 
brlngsaebactto thethequei.tton, 
.. benshauldyouendyours.aga? 

TBI IH lDBRS PL.I.I - L. Ron Hubbard 
('5'56 pp) 
BU.Cl GBIBSlS - L. Ron Hubbard 
t421!ppl 
1 ... wEra, 1985 & 19M,L10.95eachl 
Reviewed by Ken Late 

rou .I.LL UO'i YHO ELROI IS: lIYUTOR 
ofOle Doclletbus ele.h,oneof • yfev­
ourlteoldti• eSFcharnctera:1nventor 
of D1anatic!l andfoundero!ScJentol­
ogy: In more recent times author of 
that 11onu111entel 1111.ss or rubbish, 
B.tttlaf1Bld Eartb . 

ThtOld llasterhasexctllldhl•­
self In thne two volu• H Ito be fol­
lo,old , wt an • s•ured . by e lght • ore); 

0 
!)515 pages in Volu• e One lollm,ed by • 
chw.pst.ate426 lnYolu•eTwo t.tthe 
sama prlcel. end tbantfully the text 
lsblgandwell-&paced s othebultl& 
d1C1!pt1v• - 11.s indeal. •re tbe clal• s 
ofOrsonScottC&rd,Oona.ldltlngs bury, 
Anne llcCe..Urey • .I. .E.Yan Vogt, Tlle 
TJ11es and the lott!Dgb/111 /i.veatng 
Pc&t,11llofwho11 • - 11tobalteYe 
theni"• literature between the COV1!1111, 

So wll.at do we have? Thar• '• a 
poapous lntroduetlo11 le which th• 
author llt.11• bl• • s lf to llart Twain, 
Kt pler, V.rne. Korace, Juftna.l end a 
f• w otl:1111111, .,hen ha pot• SF history 
for Uli end when, u11d&r th• complate 
alsapprehen&lon thllt tno,otng what• 
word 11eo11s Indicates; that one can 
practice the art satisfactorily, 
e:iplalns &!ltfre to us fros tour 
dlfterentangles. 

Thera'sa!ew • oretwlddlyhlts, 
and then we"ni off into a tu rgid, 
heavy-banded, plodding, repetlUve 
pastiche of e~ery bit of bed 
l11ltet1011SFyou'v11 evercrlngedfro1t 

Let 11• Introduce: t he cb .. rful 
robot brain - "HI there! I a• '5 4 
CharlH lhl ... •: the untlll•bll, 
upright, handsome, boring htro; th1 
• 11 111rl11g, e tultlog, thr..,taning vll­
llln; tht connlv1ng Lon11; the wooden­
headed aold lery: the funny na.• H (the 
Countess Krat, tba Vida,, Tayl, our 
hero Jettero Keller, tnovn • s Jet 
occn&lonally, but not arten as that 
.,ould cut down the .,orda.ge ... ) ; the 
Incredibly Ingenious placell.•llle& <Slum 
City, Port City , Joy City and ate., 
11on11l; tbll long, pointless: dla log OJllla 
wtth a lltaral-11lnded computer; tha 
manufactured folt history, legends, 
rhy• H and s ongsthatn,blntbeco­
lnc ldenc• that ann•t, only 1urr 
on••• too di• to nialtN this; and 
finally. th, 1111.TTator. Officer Gris , 
who i s so asulngly thlct h• '• 11 
cardbG!ird cut-out oface.rleeture of 
a badly- drawn cartoon. 

'o'orst of dl, thoug.11. . l s thl rep­
etition. A& an Hcerclae Ln • !UiochlslD, 
I re.,rote one cbapter J11& t tautly 
enoughtoteepachtld'&attentlon;lt 
c11• 1out11.tone-tenthtbele11gthend 
would have gained a lot fro• the 
judicious ><l11ldlng of a blue pencil 
evenatthnt!itege 

The s tory? Don't a.st. If It 
renlly worries, pop 1110 a bookshop, 
read the blur t,,. In tvo • lnutn flat 
and HVI youn111l f t 21.90 at a s t rote. 
Use the • oney tobuy.a• 1SF! 

TIIB VIJI DH.lTSlllTIIUtR.lll - lerlKul• 1 

~~~~;~ & Stoughton. 1087. 240pp. 

Revle.,edby)[.Y.Balle y 

TKE.I.UTHORYOITHE108'511CXJl:ERYITH 
The Bona l'eopJe. In this present coll­
ection ll11.orl lora, cultur1 s hoctand 
conflic t, few Zealand landscapes and 
rural and urban aquators are parseat~ 
11111 sottt• , Presentattond • od• an 
varlouslyexperl11111t.al • fll • ICrlpt, 

K s 
s troa• of consciousness. fable/fant­
asy, poetry. episodic narration. con­
fesslonal • anuscrlpt. Hu• ans , insects, 
blrd&,flsb • ndcru&t.aceans. llve,ar,.d 
die often hoTTlbly, each lndtffarent 
to while feeding on tbe eds tenca of 
others. Hu• ens see11 to feed e• ot1on­
a lly on each otber; J'9t lt ls through 
the personae of sou of her humans 
that lilrl Hul• e nvaals the Ht1nt of 
her eapathy for the nature of what 11 
d-• troyed and .,hat d•tray•• what Is 
con• u11ed and wha t COlllUIIH, In tbe 
tltle s torythe narrator"e fatharl• a 
horn butcher, gentle and dispass ion­
ate In bis tllllf111 ot thl bll!lsts, 
whose rooss arecav11red wi th photo­
graphs of the• before dsatb "ears 
pdcted forward, eyes liquidly eshlne 
11.11delert ."She11.dd&: "llyfath11rlove&: 
hor&eS 11ore than he doa& bu• ans but I 
ratbar hope be "111 put my photo ln 
s o11e ssallsparaspacesoon ." Tow• rds 
the end of her narrative o;he says· 
"\/hat !see• toh.avecr&11.tedforyou 
Is an old s piderweb. the tlnd that Is 
a gallery of pas t fu.11t11.• Then are 
t111n when • 1tpathy gats alxed with 
thevtolencaotcrueltyor bllnd cata­
e tropbll, but e ven there. H In 'Ona 
Yhal1 Singlng',e• pathydo.11lne.tH, 

.l.lthooghallofth-•tor1esare 
relevanttothehu1t11.nplanet.ery cond­
ltlon, their re leva11ee thro.,n Into 
rellefbythelrenact• 111tw lthlnwhot 
seems 11.t this r e • ove a s trangely 
beautiful but alien envlro11J1e11t (and 
when you go theni, thllt"s .,hllt It 
ts!), so• e 11.r• nearer to l'actor's 
focusofconcarothanathers. Therels 
the startling Gotterd11.11.• erung-flev­
oun!d.denooe• e11to[aV11ltyrl1 11an1-
f n tatlon In the • id&t of 11. da• o-rlot 
In 'Swan• ong'; tha c hllllng Fau&tlen­
&tyle horror of "lalbut&u-Sen•,play9d 
out in 11 &trNt4 wor ld of • uggen11 and 
s harpare: the 11.• blguoutl • tar•eidle 
ending of 'PlaHti• aal', which hlls 
s o.11 athing In ca• • crn with Bradbury'• 
Tb• J1l11$tr.ttad ll.ta; and tha arche­
typal overtones of 'Unp; Balt' . An 
ele1tent af extreter.--trlal r enUU.y 
ts.bo.,evar,stro11p;wstlnthescbl:mld 
hallucinations of alien, antl-11111tter 
and apocalyp&e .,hlch conclude •The 
\/Indenter' . One feels after reading 
that there has bae11 throup;hout a 
s earch for 'one s paresaall space' for 
the one who writes: but for the 
vls 1ons and1ns lgbt• ofthequest&he 
l11bothlen• a11dairTor , 

A VW IIGTOTDCVIIIOUS:THHGIIOST 
STOIURS QII • .JJUJIS - 11,R.Ja•es 

~==~~i~ & Introduced by Ruth 

CKutchtnson, 1987, 257pp, £~.951 
ReviewedbyJonYallace 

!T"S DIFFICULT TO il!.I.D UD Rl:YIEY .1. 
boot by 11.11.Ja.• es tlits tar away fro• 
the arlginal publ1cat1on. Eighty yur& 
Is 11. long tt• e, and things that were 
fr95h1111d ne .. to tlie reading public 
then have hlld plenty of t1111 to be 
l• itated, copied and parodied un til 
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t.Mf becuae, at bat old b.at, at ~t 

dow"arlgbtfllllll.J , Ybeaitlrstr-..d 

0.- storl• <a f- yurs-aoaod 111 
• dlffennt colltetto.> •J r.c:tioml 

warea10118tll0Nlt-.To--.. 
la11radtoau,;ba1JDatarautiw..111 

JOAQ Carptui..r-. !Ila Tff Tblll6, 

J•-• cr-tJoAS Clill -• t&aa. 

fi ll i~r~11in•~~lou~1~1141"i'l ~': ,1!1:11lf 
I bllld tlt4 rwnd ll'ldafllHlh , ~rd UMI 

::•t, i~:. ~r:l, t:! :rr.W:.,.~"to:Y~~ 
In tM holu, lllle Ullt-n ,,aytr 8,ol»;l 

B11t a e&nf11l t'Udl11g of t~ 

• torl•.0011rnulat!:LatJ•-•tdu 

l.& 110t to C:rMta aaa.11tara but sur.p­
HM alld to jostla tlle NHlbllJUN 

of tlle r-..te:r a trlfla, 111 tier l11tro­

ducUm tuu hlldall uy.: 

1i.o.."°:'•ld 111'!''\..~ll~ali ~•t I •=: 
!rr::~~~t'~Et:ia~rw: ,:.i~ .;: 
ou,hi• rWDCI U1tNCk , 

hd tlrla -tlJ poillt::s up t.be 

atrngtb o! l .lJ.-• work, 110t tlle 

.,;tv,,l U9CUUOII Of tlle pl-, tbe 

Utalllq of t.lla •El•U- tTl•UI inul~ 

99d 111 so .. 117 of bta cb.an,ctara' 

H.-., not tba -pnH en,gaad• rlld bJ 

tba c:011tnst of o.- trl'll.& to U.. 

IYtllta that-• tba readara, a" nu 
wtll c:oaa, not tU er.etur• tUt do 

eciaa In the end, but tH 11• ,1 that 

~ c:r•t11r• co• e, tbe el• Dat 

dtffldHt w,7 111 which we diSCO\'• r 

that •11 I• not .. ,.. would Ute tt. 

Hi• cau• III 111 'fuabtr 13' OlllJ r• lll-

1- tbanl is _,..t.llhg • tr• np wbu 

bt• auttcue 1a 11(11: wllenl be left tt, 

•lld U diseottr• tllat bl• nio• baa • 

wtlldaw I- et 111,ght than clitrlllg tbe 

d.a7 Tbe g• n.tl ... • WIie) p~ ft&'"" 

raYtq• torbl• UDIYV"• lt7art • --.m 
Nlt ltat• ns to • trt• lld upl.etDI.Jl,g 

bl• .,I_. 011 tbe fongrDlllld f'8VA l11 

'Tbe lfuwttnt', a ft,gvre that be 

bt.Hlf had -11 no tr·ae. at aarllu. 

ti.- 1uta11ca r-• 'l'aal • subtlety 

111 Ja• n' wart tbat aa117 of his 

t• lt&tora fell to c.ptun, ud thl• 

subtlety 1• what • .et• th- starl• 

still wortb r~~~ 

SIICI Hts VOH C&II OUT OP COPTIIGHT 

at th• btglnn.Jq of th• 7aar, th• r• 
.... b•• D • 'l'• r -ltabl• boilanu of If .I , 

J.- gbo• t • tory coll.:tloa9. J.llotller 

r-K911t He! HC• ll• Dt boat la Caatug 

tll• a- • M 0tMr C"-1. Stori-, 
[Odore! , 19111, 35.?pp, 0.951. icl!Ulll 

•Id tatrocluoecl bJ IIOUlll J• -laa 

• c:bol.er l lcha• l COIi, it e011t&lu 21 

• tort•, thr•ofwh.tc:b, 'Tbe hparl­

• -nt', 'Tb• X.110• of 111.1111.Mt• 
Obj•ct•' Hd 'J. Tl311• tte', - • DOt 

lnc:ludecl 111 th• COll•etacl !dltJoa of 

hi• wort. Tb• tu:iu.1 c:orn,;Uou: tluit 

Un been lncarpc,ret• cl 111 ti,• • tort•, 

ud th• lspU.utory lot. 011 .-ch 

• tory, ••IF:• thle H lll'l'dut,bl• eclttlo11 

for ..,..-701111 who •11Joy• th• cia..tc: 

!qll• b 11bo• t • tor7. lPU 

1/iCTI 

0 
SClUCI PICTJOI' US'rll IJllb CW 

HU:S - l • lt.11 L.J .. uo• ¢oap.1 

tJ.cFarl.el>cl, l!Hl6, 394pp, l.29 .95) 

1..,1 ... .i b7 Paul ll•e"1cl 

TIits ts TU SOJT OF l!fERIICI BOOl 

tb.lt ertllc• •11d student.• cry out tor 
•lid .a rar• l7 find . A• tb• till• sa:,•, 
!t I• a aa• t • r lllclH of SF, •o, wttbln 

it.• peg•. :,ou will clt•c:cmir tbat 

H• or:, Kuttner I• rafurecl to 011 pp 

115 end 124 of Bri IJsb •.ad ,t:,.,,rJc:u 

Utopiu Lituaturw i~JO-l91'?S b7 &u-

11.nt or that ther• ls• r•f.,.•IIC• to 

Jolin Boorae11> 011 p 81 of n • lleboll• 

bc::,cloped.ta. l11 otbtr wc:iru , it tan. 
JOU euctl7 whara to l~ wbtD JOU 
ara rNcliq up mi HJ SP •rti.r. bid 

the U• t la rn&rbbl:, c:oaprffn• l'I'•, 
In:. Al<~. ot C«Jrs• Villa• 

a-111 to U.1• 11> z,..11 <pa,u:t. of 

1t'• liULIF: l'ohll tb• A ar• bMc'l'fll ttaow• 

'- ..,11,:, tb-l>cl• of -• -•• 
ltte INK Aat• o,,, ft•tllq a f11ll peg9 

of nf..-..ca, otbar'•, 1111• Curl• 

PartJqtaa, julllt OH .. ll>llOII . Than 

an, 111• wtubl7, oalMlons, ao• tl7 of 

11• ,,.r wrti.r• - Gw:,nat.11 J-, COHn 

0"911>1• 11cl, • •rJ C•otl•, Ivel:, Rueter 

and C.Off R7• -n ani ell 11>otlcubl• b7 

tb•lrat.enc:.-b\ltJu.tebootevar:, 

wrlUlr of SF actha b• fora about 1964 

ta h1cluded, along wltb nUNl"Ol.9 •ar-

11111.11 flgur-N lih 1tar11ent Drebbl•, 
bothDurnilhl,a.Dc!Agrlcol.e 

h tothe •cc11rac7of tbe 1Dc!H, 

t.llat._ uolffr aati.. It worts oa.17 

for the ~c.D adltlOIII• qwtad, • a 

t.llatlfcuDclttta~tbt.toebMe 

up nfer• Dc• & fro• Uta wort 1D •:, 
Carat edllloa of BilliOlt r.,- SprM. 
or • 7 Goll.ucz • cl.lUOII of fba V•T UI• 
hturw v .. (puttc:ularl:, 11atUag stn,,:,., 

t.11111 ldltlon cloM11't Un •11> 1Ddu of 

It.• oo,11>J . On the ou.• r band, I foulld 

r.f•r••~ 1D BntDOr'• TH Craft of 

ScJ.- FJc:tJoo wblcb wan oot H • Ulll 

UI tbat boot'• OWi> 1ndH, And • toce 

tll• YHt • -.,orlt:, of SF c:rlUclsa and 

r • t•rence uteri.al 1•, alu, 0111:, 

• .,.u.bte in Aaerlc• II> eclltlDH, thl• 

wolu• e rtt• elu L••• IIHIJ u• ef11l. 

!ta aajor • bortc:Dlllal! Ill the 11•-
IUd Ust of tJtlN qwtad. 0111:, 132 

ret• .-.nce end 11011>-flctlan boots ar• 

U• t• cl 111 tH lAcln, and de• plta the 

p,auctt7 of !!ODd SP crltlet•• tb.lt t• 
• t111 but a clrap ID the CION,JI, TIius 

HfOD'I .. lq thta bed to r.-n::b, 

• a:,, •oan:oct. would • l.9s sue.II Lspor­
taot • olff'c•• a• G"9.11tu,d._ Tba E.at­

fflPT hblblUon. i .. um ha• produc• d 

• 'l'Ut and •Ital wort, t.lt N ha• DO 

aor. th&.11. ec:ratcbecl the surtac• of 

tlMt • OIIU• -Dtal test •ttll to be don• . 

TU JOIJUI.L OF I ICIIOLlB TBI ilBIICU 

-L• lghh11.11ad.y 
rc.pe,1066,206pp, .tll.9!11 

IHI....,_ b7 • tt• l olr 

TIU IOUUAL OP •ICMJUS TU ,11urca 

., .. publl• ll• d 111 S•pt•• bv !Me and, 

u often happau to ututnaa 'flrst' 

OO'l'• la cl1cl DOt ea- a ucb of• ,ur. 

K s 
I C9DOD17-•11a• lt wa• edellb•rata 

plo:, an the pan of Joa.at.11• .11 Cape to 

pec:U.S• It u •• ordlll•TJ ... 1utnaa 

-1. Tll1a t'OUl• could UY• c:,gu13Md 

tb• boot to oblJYlan Lucttl:, L• tgb 

K•-e.llad7 wa, hoo,11 to _. SF tau •• 

H ezc:•llHt ,i;bort • tor7 writer Hd 

C.p• badalreacl7publl• had.bar..,r­

Y• llo..- coll11etJ011 F•ON. llo.-. fort­

unate • till, t.11• p• n• l ror thl• :,•ar'• 
IIINla rw:oe:nts• d lt• worth end acldacl 

It to tba noal11.1t1011 U1t. Siz ao11th11 

late, It ha• • OYed fro• oblh•lOD to 

d-..r'l'• clac:c:let•. 
Thla u,117 QIWlllfl• .. •11 SF 

OO'l'• l : HJ IIOYal tn111t111g e • p,ath7 

s• rlo..-17 he• to be cl.eultl-1 a• EF. 

OIi the otHr haJlcl I ea11 u.114er• tancl 

Cap•' • r.lUCtallOI! to eta.try it t.11.ac, 

.. tH boot reahl an • • alutnie.a 

aanl . P•rbap• at.a tbanl Is a pub-­

U•blllg .. 11taltt7 t.h• t would t.lllU It 

aatia.etocln,gdOVIIS<lellHu:i;al­

lHl MW YolHt with a g• Dr• Lebel. 

ltciK>lu ta, a• H ci.1••, H 

"-'leaa;a5•COlldgaoeratlanh• rt­

cu of i-tu. ortg111>. Rat• • 11 alco­

hollc . Na clrlllts to cl11ll hta •-• 

wblcb ar• parttcul.erl:, NUltl'f'•. Kt, 

1• •a • lrrur wltb • so.,!•, a true 

l • p• th , Tha cl ... tc dtchotoa7 ; a11 

objecttonebl• drunt wbo la alao th• 
world'• beet lt• tenar. 

II• I• wortlr,,g h1• wa7 , Hr:, 

• lowly, througb coll .. , hoplJII 0111 

da:, to b• co•• • UbrarLH ----. 
1111lltapaopla,booaclo11.'tsc.r ... out 

e• ottou: to bla . By ~it:, be 1a • 

lcm• r;on:11.a.erypeople....:tbladr:,, 

w•U• bl• fa.• .11:,, wit.II tt• aal• U11e 

aU .. patba:, 111""'11bia • Ind. 

VN11llc:llo1a• -aglrlc:allecl 

Jack: II,• ha• • cl- Alatlllill5htp 

out.aide bta r .. 11, for the flrst u ... 

,at1.1rau:, Jact au blg probl•-• tbe:, 

bentobetou.t.b•rv• nttola-• 
duet • iuA;te11 clruot . lier • otb• r, 

Sv:81111•, ts cl7lq of ear,oer •114 tbat 

1, aatlq h•r f .. n, fall apan . 
Lite• •oth to a fl.e-•, ltebola1-

1• drawn to tba •oth•r. Her c1711111 It. 

like a dru11 to Illa,• drug thateould 

till bl• , His probl ••• 11• v•r - • to 
co• -,1113!7.Lttatbl~rof 

HJ 1111 .. ual UIHt be I• tarrtll-1 of 

cllaico'l'•r7ancl..,_e011•'• 11•ttJ11gc:lo,i;e . 

lle-•-iato • U:,ou • UpebNclof 

bl• pursuer, but 1• still dra .... 

r• laatl-l7totbecl71agSuseu•. 
Th• ec,,,el ts D01. wlt.llout feults . 

TN c:Uractar of ltc:bala• swltcllea a 

llttlatooc:oo"fllaatl7bei-c1awt1-

trodcl• .11 b• ro • Jlcl objw;Uimabla dnm.t, 

He! tN lll• 'l'IYohla Hcltr,,g of tbt c• D­

tr•l ral.eUOIL• blp t• eofteMcl p• rb.lp,5 

too _u, . But the fHlt• an • ta.o:r 
co:• p• Ad to tll• ec:bl..,..Ht. Tbeboot 

I• f111• lJ wrtttan ar,ci ••Hrl• tq. 

Xao1141d:, • ucc.•d • 111 the al• o• t l • po,i;-

• lbl• taat or g,tttq tba ruder 111-

• tde tbe • tnd of• b• ltr,uhlae• path, 

Yttb a coup!• • or, novel• u11d1r bar 

belt sh• will be• • a.Jar fore• 111 •.11:, 

fiction fla l cl • Ila eh-. Kopaful17 

tt will C011>tl11u. to be 61, 
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M pertoa fro• A• ertca'& so-called 

SUPl!iHTO"li.L Tl.LBS - Vtrnan LN G1lded '8• to th• p,._nt. It ha• all 
!Peter Owen, 11187, 222pp, i.1 0 .9'51 the u11 wol in!l~len u:: love, vlol• nc•, 

-'•-••-••-"_b_.c_J_,_"_t -''-''-"-"-' --- I ~~!t~•11fe:1• c:a..:~· w~~~~• ::i .. ;::; 
VEIUIOI L£t " l!OTli l.UT VOLUll!S OF 
.....,tllaUeal ea&aya ... tung cut la 
rafi.oad p~ her ..-1..,. oa tho, arts, 
pi.ce,., au,tca ud atyla. they are 
.. trtually UIINll!ld tad.tr, axcept ••011.15 
eoll«tors of !JD da al.:Je ltteratllNI , 
Her fantaetlc stories, a h: of wbtch 
are gathered her., ha•• sur,, lved 
rather bettar, but 11va11 tbay an not 
u widely known aa t hey deserv1.Thty 
are often located In lt4ly, which aba 
kDew lntlaataly, a nd draw 011 actual 
or lnHnt.1 l11genda troa lledl.-..al aud 
Renal,....IICe tt• l!lli, o;r at.bar h1iltorleal 
perl.ods. llost coabtH a Gothtc grnd­
eur oI -neand grot.a,q,.,.11e&S11t Ir 
etdeDt v lt.11 • aon • odarn dalleac7 of 
i,.arn.Uan a11d pi;ycbologtcal tutght. 
Five of th_. ta.I• aay ha nigard4'd 
as r a..olv1n11 around the dual, a11d 
aabiguOU11ly atngled, tbellH ofob&ea­
•l0Da11d possnalon. In 'Prlnc,Ubar­
lc and the Snake Lady ', the 7outhtul 
prlnce'achlldbocdfaaclaatlonwlthaa 
ancient , i.lltrlcate u. ,...tr7 laad• bi• 
to-k out the trvtll behtlld Ule leg­
endary -zooaorpblc • al.den It daplcta. 
wltht.Tll8ICr11&Ulta.l11'Tu V1rglnof 
t.1111 Slfln Dagg,rs•, a powerful al>d 
rapacious noblaaan rl•U pardlt1011 
for the A.te 11f a 11acroaa11tlc 1111co1,111-
ter with a •oorlsh prl-• e11 to•bed 
In a fabulous uusolaua beneath tbe 
Alh.11.J1hrapalac11 . 'J.aourDur11'co11s111t• 
ofpassag• fro• tha dlarr of ayoung 
acholarfor vhoaal&th canturyduch­
- of ••II r.pvte bacoaea a , .... 
reuie,haru1H1&rthlypr-11CRdrl•t.ng 
h la to enniaes ta def....,., o t her 
11&1111. J. d!Mabodled, beautttul l"OIC• 
haU11tsacoapo&erln'J. VlcudTotca'. 
end lb• plctUNI of an old. oddl7-
C06twlad vq:raD t v ouD dl&turba tlle 
catasoulofa11 .l11erlcanc:ou11,._, tn 
'Th• Legend ot Jlad.aa ltras ln•ka" , In 
uch story we a ni • hovn an irrational 
111thralla11ntoftbe11l11da11ddrawnto 
wonder where deranguent ends and 
li'Uparn.atural lnflue11ee tates avar. 
tlhll sh:tll ta.la, 'A " addl11.15 Chaat'. I• 
are Ill tile aat....-a of a cgate cn»J, 
t II tt to0 du!- froa a.am-oua 
fl:uUoii .l 1118' collactloii IS one to b8 
savoured by all l0'rara of fanu• tlc 
lltaratun. It ha& the classic vir t­
co11v1nc111g , carafull7 su•tai.llad at•os­
phere; graceful and lyrical writing: 
and subtlety In the depiction o! 
,;upernatural incidents. It ,;hould help 
hrl11.15Vernonleflenewraadershtp. 

TIU OUT 0, uro - JolLn i . ltaI.1• 
!Ce..ntllfJ, 19&6, ~02pp, U 0.9'51 
Reviewed bJ John ,_.lager 

THIS IS IOT 9: IEICE FICTIOI , FAJTAST 
or, as the blvrb proclat11s. a rlvnl t,:, 
Straub 's Gbost St,:,ry. It 111' in s. teed a 
11or• traditional tale of the e ffort• 
ot a deb American, Tlldtn Beckwith, 
to preg,1v1 bis dyn.a,uc fortunn Oftr 

a1,11;b t11a aat<llrlal of A1nrlca11 liOllp 
11pera. but llsxla glVM lt a povOJrful 
t wist by tallt1111 the 1otm-y lllrciugh 
tile • l-lJ unn"'lllq baunu.:I lug---
1.nlnp of JOMtball Corbtio., tlle aod• rll 
daJ dNcendant of Tllde11 8-::kvlth and 
tbetnstru• entofhl• nvl!na--

Tba haunting of Corbia fU'IICtlons 
1111 a claver narratt•a devte,i that 
bolds together the two &eparata but 
tntarnlat..i storlN of Beckwith and 
hl& gru.t grandGon. It certainly 111vus 
the boot a degree of suspense and 
bpt tb.1.- ruder turning the pag951 In 
nQ vay, how.ver, de.& it r•llY 
upl.gni u.a nottoa of th• superutunl 
llAd to d..:rlbe It H a gho5t story 
ls qutta al.ele.adtq , 

TbeCorbl11 • toryhashi• trylng 
to undsrstand t1H, r-eeurrlq H • orles 
of hi• grut grandfUhllT'S llfa that 
are • ore and aONI tatlng pc,&&e5sion 
of hia . The urg1111cy of this ta..sk 
lnvolvH not Just preserving bis 
w.nlty but also ldantlfylng P90pl• 
who an Intent o:a • urd11rlng bla and 
tin.ally • ad.Ing tli• &ackwttb UM. 

THco:ateaponryd• tacUH&tory 
Is paralleled by 11-11 Perdse Ill blcat­
orlcal !lcUo:a: S.Ckwltb'ca N • orl• 
anieoalabnt1011of tt,• era of Teddy 
i006&Hlt, Jay Gould, J.P.Iorgn and 
JobnL.SUllt .. a11,11ll ofwboaappu,rtn 
tba tut. It pr-nta a roaantlclaed 
o-lew of thls period of unrestrained 
uplol tatlon, portraying It u a tlae 
wbao aen wer11 • 81h t wo- flstad. proud 
and bound togatbar bJ unbruU.bl• 
DOnda or llllSCULI..ile fdl"""lp. ll• a n­
wb1le woman, It - • a, w,u,a oft.ell ax­
pro&Utvtn. llu:1- llppa&l'& to ~•n1 
tlla tuni of u,. e• DtllfJ brotbal as a 
sort of prt .. ata qlfare 1ut1tullan 
whaniby young wo• flll by dillgHce and 
bard work could accuaula.t11 caplt4l 
for 4 new aoonyaoua • ta.rt ln li f e. 
{Lord Joung algbtca.n to lnvatlgata 
t hevla.bllltyofaucb11Eeheae!l 

Ul !nall a eoapatantlr written, 
wall-coutnacted uo..l . Good of u., 
kllld . l otbl11.15 to d.o Wilt SF bOllfl'l'ff. 

IIiGllJ.JT UID5 - illbln lldlnley 
<Ed.l 
!Julia llacfl:ae, 1987, 248pp, U .9'51 
RevJ11vlldbyH1len ltac: lahb 

THts IS AIAJTHOLOGYOFJIIE FUTASY 
11tor lts With a "pa.rttcul4rly strong 
sen&e or locatton ,:if the iaag111ary 
land • acb vas laid 111" which, tha 
..titer.,.,._ 111 ~ l11troduct1011, iii 
t.1111 thau, ,:if the collec:t1an. ID that 
ttSIICC:INds , Italao~tn 
crut111.15 a ..-artety afcoapletel7d1!­
fera11t worlds, 60 a uch so that then 
ts a sen&e of dlaloca tlon between 
aachstory. ltwouldbebettertoread 
tt 111 inshllments , to npanta tac:b 
s tory so as to savour I t , uth11r th.an 
cons.cuuv,ly when the d1Htnncea 
tendtobe dl&tractlng 

K s 
'l'llpar Dragan•' by Jaa • P.Bla y­

lock - the fl,..t, and a y lust fn­
ourtta, • tory - l a set In a we ird, 
al,ty C&l lforntan coastacapa with 
•trange creatur n and odd peopl• 111 
an alluahe, lneonclU$l,,. t.111•. 'The 
Old VCDl.lln and the Stora' by Patricia 
JlclUllp ts a folk Ula v tth s hades 
of other vrt tar-a 6H l11g1ads In a 
ga.ntle, nucallH and lO'NllJ story 
wttll • par!•ict canc:luston. Robert 
V•Ull'a 'Th• Big ltact Ca11d7 lount­
ah' ts locatad ID lorthwtch and bas 
rilled•• with a bu rt1lng dnlra to 
vl, tttt; nowhere ,dasplte tbe author'ca 
clat11s, can b8 so otherworldly and 
re• aln I• this world , " hllther It l s 
f1111u• 7 or gbos t story, hDv auch l s 
tnie or falsa . I a uat lo•• to you to 
dacld1. 'Flight ' by Pater D1ck.1.11son l• 
cl•arl7 part of a larger history of 
Obaa.ab , fro• th& .,:apa alld d•t.a1l 
l11elud"'1, but JS caaplate Ill ltMU, 
vlth • cl"""r twist a t the end . 'Evlafl 
Staal' bJ Jane Tolan ls a new aagle 
on the Cuo11lot s tory, a sldeltght of 
SIIHthlng which 11tgbt have happened 
when I certain 11 word was forg-1 and 
a train or event.a wu set 111 aot1011, 
grace!ull7 told with lapllca.l1011.& 
&\lbtle enough to rah•• 11ooaebvaps. 
'Strang• r 81.aod' bJ P.CJ!odg;ell also 
-••tobeparto!alargfl"C&D.vas, 
foc:ualng CID a u,adovy. ubattlad cor­
Der of a larg11r kl11.15doa, vltll help 
froa 1mltllel7 sourc:•111 ledl11.15 to a 
concluslon of hops •Dli brlght11•11111. 

'The Curae of lgaaor' by ll1cb.a1l d• 
Larrablltt11a11folktaleof1111011ster 
borH and the r,trlhut1011 ht , xact,;. 
'Tas Lin' by Joan D.Ving• t,a fairy 
tale where the glaaow-- oI faery la 
e1tantuall7 rajec:tad ID favcur of 
a orullty and huaanlty. 'lbe Stone 
f1y' by Robin ltc:1111!.ay herHlf has a 
11lallar t.tie.11 but •II.aped b7 different 
hand•t11adlffer-a11tvorldtaacoap­
l•tal7 dUf.n11t at.cry, wltb a 
dallgbtfultoucbofaddedbua our , 

ID all tht •tort-. , the writing 
and charact...rlsattan ara ••cellant , 
the pactag, tone 111d colour c reate 
!Ddlvlduallty and ortglnallt7 without 
-• l11.15 effort. lt l• a verygocda11d 
utl•t7tng antbolog7 wblcb fantasy 
faa,hcaildenjoy . 

TIIIS IS THB VAT TllB VORlJ) HOO -
]a11•llorrow 
1Gollancz:,1987,31ipp, tl 0.9'5l 

::;:.:;~ by Jon "allaca i l:e•ld Y. 

lE" IS C&HDU, 106Tmllill1S .I.ID THB 
Hod of thll vorld In a nucl•r 11.olo­
ca,.t: Jaaes Jtorrov's new 110¥SI fol­
low• th• successful style of Tbe 
CoatlDIIDt of LI•, In tr• at11111 a 
dreadfully serious li'U bjac:t with humour 
andadeftuseof language. 

The title 1a not, a.s 01111 alght 
tlllnll, ta.Un troa T.S.llltot, bllt fro. 
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~ ii~tr-;~;::1:1:,•:,:;,llr1, 
lhold. t \\lllMH.nafuovrllrt . 
~\ II Lll'lld lcptriVlhlU , 

fa 1:!~ 1M'i:r ':fru~l1:~u 

J~'!:1ir:~:litt, 
Th story of th• arid of thll world 

lllcludl11g a chaptsr "l11 wh lch the 
Ll• ttat1011• of Civil 0.f•l!Ce era 
Iapllcat-1 111 a lf111111er So•• luders 
-7 tl11d l>tstr••hlg", 81'1d !did - t• 
told toe 14 :, .. rold boy b7J0&tro-
4u,,_ 111 I~- Var la 111 tbe atr . 
ICBXs, first strO-• •l•tl•, offer 
sb• and defenslft 11UCIMr WMpcn,.s of 
•11 dac:rlptlOll.8 prolllerata. Sccpas 
CS.lf Ccmtatlled Post Attack SUn>t-1) 
sutta an supp069d to otfar tlldl•ldual 
pn:rt..,;tloa LIi tbe..,.11tot•11ucl.M.r 
war . C,a,cqis Partcm, a cm toted to.Ir 
Stolle ei,,gre ... r, can't affard .- far 
u. e yw,r old d.allflh\ar, hut ls 
otfsnd 01111 frN, 111 ~ for a 
oaupl•o1'•pttaphsaadh!SC'8Ut\lnl, 

1'ba •pttsph• A&d: "SlMI wu bet­
tu- tb.a.11 sh• taw• •nd "!Is IM'\'ff 

fCIV!ld out what a,. .. dol113 Ura• , 
end tffJ' r .. ppear later . Tba atgutura 
•fflnt• George'• co• pllctt:, 111 th• 
11uc1 .. rar• •racao11thagroulld•that 
"thepra.,.l•uceoft~edtsesbold­
enaouraocl•t:, 'slaacler9topursuea 
pol.k::,ofuuclearhr!D.tuuhlp.• 

TM war happen. lautfad , ucept 
for George end u ... others, t• wtplld 
out . ,bd I.II 011,9 of tbe •treuglll>t 
trial• •IDc<I ~Uc. I.II VODduJud, tbe 
1111bon.lla"er-to-be-barll,futurelllha-­
blt.Jits of U.. £,,.rU;-=- U.. • ia 
of cri- agat1111t peaoa, war crlaes, 
crt.. agatut h~tt:,, and cr-1-
apt .. t the tutu.-. , "llaNIJ, pluJ:r.1.11,g 
Hd pr-.perl113 for • ••r of ntlaicttou 
agal .. t tbe IIU-11 •pact•,• 

Jlarrow'• characters p..-t tbe 
arg\l• Gts for d•ta.ra- 111d dtaarea•-
ant •Ith equal 'llgou.r - rera I.II a 
llOqJ wh1ch Is uudoubtadl7 wrttta11as 
a .. •ag• ludlcllleut of hu• allil.lld'• 
• OIIUHutal folly 111 puraulllfi ~ce 
through l'o.,araud110brl11glug,_ev11r 
,;l-r to the d•tructloo of planet 

Vl(III 

0 
lD tH ffSat of 11..::lur att.acll: . George 
VHU. u • daughlilr to u ... ....-y 
clla11a1, but hi.& wtf• 1- bu job.a 
tba pro.pact of avulag a cult 
••at.sh• until Gears• ts oftarsd a 
frN •ult oa the colldttloa that H 
slg11adocUIHllt: 

SM.ESCO!ITAACT 
IY N'flllN6 "y N~"E lO t~n •;r-nt , 
llhic~ 1nt1\l11 •• to Plttht CIII ltOPII 

!~1:o!m,fir'WP~ ~:T:~1.f::1~::.~0 

Georg• Is driving hoee, ..CIINI In tha 
tnowle48• that ha hu dOH tbs right 
thlq, •beu the uuth.lutabl• happens, 
tlle holoca,_t occ11rs . Hal• CM of • 
ha11dlul of surTl..ars rao;\led ud 
tak•11 abmrd a 11..::lear sub&lr ta to 
.l.uta.rc:ttca where tll-,. an put cm 
trial for genocide. 

Th• boot spltts l11to WM e•c:t­
lOU, the ftrst •her• Gmrge .. LUa Is 
daacrU•:1 . Clllalllattag ID. • liarr-1:fy-
111317 ru.l dea:rtptt011 of pe&t-strth 
c:oJldltlau ID hill 11oH tova; tbe 
.ac;ond tu •hlch bl• fall- ....... 1 .. crs 
!till of w11oa ~ ea.gag-,. ta DIM cap­
aclt7 ara11C1th4tr 111 prvaat.1113 euclNr 
•er) atta• pt tou:plat11 tha ratloul• 
blhlud their support for 11uclur 
a.-.. na le: and th• third 111 Alltsrctlca 
•bar•Gtorgea11d the others era put 
outrlal. 

Thie 1• 11 co11plu 11C1"9l •rttteu 
In e Ught •t7le which bill• its 
.. otlH con.tau t. Worrow - Georga 
Pastou ta stand far U.. aa11 111 the 
strNt, tlle • all with all U.. auddl-1 
8114 halt-thougllt ld-.s ahlart •hat 
11ucl•rwar l•reall71bClut, !beKO"" 
pu •ult la the techll(llogieal equ1 .... 1-
•Dt of tlloH idiotic 'PT'0lilCt • Dd Sur­
•1"' l•flats ia7aaed. BTtgga showed 
Lrp ao ... 11 1n ~ .... tu Vtlld •Jaws. 

TH "°"1 ta-.:, ta r.ed. but 
utrtul7 llard to dig.st, • Dd I ea• e 
away fro• lt • are ><arrlad about the 
halldaoa the 11uclu.r trtggar tb.a.111 
ha"' eHr bN11 , 

"Vlleo I • a ttrst strtte uot 11 
!lrst•trlka?" 
"Vha11?"a&kedR1111d• lilhla. 
"Vti,111 1t ts au a11Udpatory 
r•tallatlou,•,;atdSverra, 

and f90ple. Don't u:pact a stratght­
forvard •ntl-111.lk• D.O'l'•l. l0rTO><'s 
o;h&ra,;un, 11.11d stt11atlou u. sun--1, I 
fna UNI unban> Uud.alttef to an 
oba:ft•l7 a-uy JllD Clutu.117 &a&urm 
1-tnlctlOII) !Litt.ff and e l,\ICI CJ:od­
ulatef .Utac:ts le a.~ to Couut­
.n:orw lostilltl•I ll&l,, to • ttug­
•1-:1 ..,,It,,...., And le pMSlq Levis 
Carroll._ riddle "Vll7 Is a n ... e lite 

• 
a wrltlag d.•t?" I• ftuU7 . and 
lagl(;ally.ans•ered . 

Vlthou t the hu• our, tli.ougb , tt 
would bl too cart alld painful to read 
ii boot •hlcb o;011ta1u: the llH: wily" 
q,_Uou Is, why th• fuct did you end 
the world?" Vb7 Ind.Nd? {1>'81 

GBORG! PAITOI IS,\ l>BVOTIII> FATIIER a · 
• ull town A•.erlca . He ls c:ot1.t1111t 
az,;ept that he would lite a acopa,• 
S1Jltforht• 70U11gd.a113htotr ... 

lh.11'• s-c-o-,-•-s . HI" Slll·(eMliM~ 
,ott·AttutSuninl , 

.I. ~ .... u .. 111 protect Ula ---

I( 
TlllI>i.l.OOI' u:ml- Peter lorwCICld 
IC..11t11r7, 1951, llOpp, LIG.9'5l 
11.,..1..,adb71'aul l c.lula7 

s 
LIIE lfUU (TIIE PCJVH TO IIUI IUGIC 
• ort h ltveu's VarJock atarl• ) the 
• tutf0ffa11t•s7-• -towu.rtblu11er 
with •very trilOBJ' prlnt-1. Tb• Dn-
8011 Lord, nquel to Tba Haraa U,rd 
lllld tbe Du,oo Lord, ha• ta 1)1 ii 11 . .. 

aadir . .l.a lhavu'trandth•oth•rtwo 
orolu•• I expected to find so•• pun­
Un,g nfarauc.s to pq;t •••11t• and 
plac.. ID. Tlle ~ Lord: •hat I 
dld11't expect was to be qutlil UD.llble 
to ulldersts11d •hat lfr lorWl)Od .,.,. 
tryln,g ta tall•• te tllla •ah, ... Tha 
taztappeerstabee11Ullaltaradftrst 
clf'aft,f.lld.C011\.ili.es,..ti1hlarti1Y....., 
fa.ultaeuudtaclpllMdappreettc.vrl­
tar can be c:apahle of . XtlrWl)Od de&C'­
rihN I.Ila ottae 1_.tata11t • ou..­
attou of hie d1aracten, by puttl.llg 
dOWD tbe flr•t tbtq that eoa• Into 
hie hu.d, alld usually the ..:cod, 
third alld f ourth too. l>lalC1911i1 Is l• p­
C1Hlbl7 •ttllild. Sceaa an latrocluced 
"hlcb appear ta have 110thl11g 10 do 
wl tll •bat precead• or follc• • tba• 
(tha prolog:11•, for lutanc•, cir tb• 
daecrlpt1011 of 11..11 t•la11d blawtug up 
as -D. fro• a pirate •hip, or 11 
llld.,,..,.l7 co7guastappearuoa by llr 
lforvCICld'• .... tor loll1111 lfoCaffn17l . .l.11d 
the wr iting ts tllrgld. bloated and (a 

cardlllill •111 tu fkUOII of tlll• t-lD.d ) 
elow • 0'6lq . PwhaJI"' U.. oblique ud 
• 11441-1 at7le ts ....._t to rafl-=t u.. 
UIICU"till11U• a.ad a• bJ,IUtU• of •p­
l~• and • t.at.::raft ; U so, lforwood 
hasn't tlle 11111;-.ry akUl to brtug 
cff nch • CODCatt. alld tM ......ittaa 
-1• .. 0JMMlllila&tllefagwblo;h 
for .. a aotlf of U.. tu-t 

•• far u I ,;add ullde.-.tand tt, 
tha plot concerns tH bltn7al b7 11 
thg of bis aga11t •!Illa th• latter t& 
011 • alsslo11 111 ena• 7 tarrlt0r7. As 
the e111• 7 cl01i"6 111 011 hi.•, t.b.11 
11ssa•el11'e wlza.~d fOlitar-fatbar a11d 
th• kln,g'• bod7g,mrd rld• offto hl& 
rlltiC:U8, and a dragon, ha•lug freed 
It.Ml! fro• th• wlz4rd'• power. al.so 
Jotneth•surc:J1.Ca.nt.b.1agautreso;ua 
th• prtn- 111 u .. tover and AVil 

hla honovr? C.11 t.11,e •1%.a.rd ratrlRve 
hie •~btp? <T•. •pa-=-btp.) ¥ho 
ca,._1' Gone) fan • tgllt get off oc, 

the gloat!agl7 4-c:rtbad • utllatl0119 
alld dNtlla lalld a partlC11larl7 nasty 
alld gratuitous rape) but'"" they 
>IOll't v•at to wadi! throug.b Ur,a 
11tutt11ous pn.e . .l.orold. 

Tlll! CX. ll'G OP THll QO.l.l'TO'a CATS -
PraderlkPohl 
lGolla=i:, 19&7, 2•3pp, L9.Q5l 
~=~awad by Devld V.llarr•tt & Ken 

SIIOV I! Al 'ALTEiHTE Btsrotr• I OVliL 
tbat I 11a ... a•t read - alld you 've •old 
n a hook . Tbt• fora of SF appeal• to 
.. • ore th.la HJ oUer. for lt gl,,.. 



8 0 
U.. autbor U.. clla=e to plAJ t.hAt 
111'NlJ old g--• cd holdLDg 11p • 
dtstortlag a1rnJr to our vorld. 

thlfortwlltel7, lt lll.si:I offen tu 
... u.or U. chai>ca to p.,11 all kbd• of 
U-lct•)' 111aalcb 110 ha•lag b:ic7 
~H • a Pnsldaa.t, a,; .,.u as w..t­
lag pai• Hd pag116 upl&aiq lM 
llltrlc:acl• of blury arltbNtlC wit.II 
t.abl• alt.owlllg llow yau proaau1101 50 
11 10-010 l a Mid "d,....pahtll" but wko 
car.. HJV4J'?l , hd tnie to fara Paar.I 
pull:a ... ry 011• of ti.- little JQkaa 
Hd, regntt.ably, apo1l.a th• •tor"J aad 
~ tba pant.. oft tb• •••re.ga 
dllJCrl• lii.iltlllg rud11r l11 so dgl"!. 

Th• q111111.t11• cats an of caurse 
tlltto11nthatdo11 'teI11>tbaca,_the7 
..,...blactcat• 111 tbedart;theplot 
re•ol<>N round the breetdow11 o! tba.e 
twirrlua that kHp each proti.blltty 
11nl11•ru Mparate, and th• fllD ca•• 
fro• tbe trick of withholding IDfano· 
•tiCIEI .o that you don't rult&e that 
"golag toplN8" refers to • ea 111 :tip­
pad-up • IIHloplng awlaaulta; ._,.__ 
•rd-• wort cm l11tan:lt7 tralna, 
aot aircraft: • -117 crl•• an pu11IU· 
able bJ tH a• putat1011 of llni• ba . 
all tba ltttte 11111\8 that d•li-te H 
•lta"ute Ulll.,.rN fa:r 1111. 

!lldofewrMvlthtbb.-.kdow11 
of tN bluTlera co.es tN culture 
-.bock toaur cll&ractff"& vNa U.., 
d19cicr,fl" otller Ulll~r&O!S vltll U.lr 
_. l11butlt pnJudlca& and pn,ctt~ -
It._ u old 111a• 1clF: but• panmnlally 
fuclut1a.g0111111Dlonguthl.rad..­
cH .. 111u111 sa• 9' belld Ill tN 
~lbUlty of the .utbor's 111.,.nted 
•lt.er,1n1 ..... By e:id Lari!• Pobt 11::-,. 
up Ute .,.rl• i..allttud• of bti; ~ttcia• 
lle:re.butth-.joki_,.ulld•r• l-t•. 
ell fa:r It ,-..,..1• bl• ova puwonel 
political h•n11upe, •:id IIMYH DOWS, 
the b•ngvpa of ea A• ertcH writer of 
Pobl._ btic1F:11raund end uper-1•- en 
pretty for•i!ln to •van the • act 
A• erlcenophtle Brltleh r .. der. 

Parhape the worst thing •bout 
tU• angaglng spoof Is tbat tlle !lnal 
unlvtinie wbue all th11 • ultlple per­
eoulltlff settle and tloorlab, ao• t 
of 11• v011ld find dull a11d uninaplrlag 
- a 110rt ot hippy heaven when the 
Ubbutz le gn111t11r tba.11 tl1a sword and 
the 11reeta• t ot US cttter; 1• 1111 • on, 

Ulla Hlcll:• •111• 011 11 vat Vad-1.ay. 
But dDn't l•t H dlssuada J'DU - 1t's 
a • ea.gagta.g read 90 101111 as J'OIU doll'! 
uh 1t NrlDIMlJ'. Jt•s Just that I 
reed Ute • Ill • onthll ago IA the OS 
adltloa - and found I'd urully 
forgottec the plot vht11 I 1'901l'Nd 
tNVlhardcOYerfa:r,...I_,,. tlil 

PCJU., IIJLIIE ASIXOV ilD HEllUII, ts 
still bal11g c.-..tl.,., &till prod,x:lng 
-11-vrtttn and eDJoya.bl• bocl<a. TH 
C"aslllg Df Ill• Quantu• C.C. la llO 
11reot vorlF: of lltaratun; tt VOll't ba 
gr~ wttb; a Hugeacd febullJIM. lllt 
It._ fun . I !lope neltbu writer wUl 
N dt&• -yad If I caepan It wit.II Bob 
Sllav-.vcrt 

TbeQuantu11Catlli (nlcha• addter 
Sbro.du1ger"• Cat)aretra•ell.rabet­
••n panllel tl•e• - illQ•• •0luntar7, 
ctheni net . The ,torr Is tDld • nUnly 

ilCII 

0 
111 the flnit penMJ11- or ntller par­
_, l lctry n..sat.a, •~• brob.r. 
S.U..tDTDc•in.J.cDaScrt.a .... Dl&:lw, 
Dc• lll!C P., Dr Da•1a1C DlrSot.a-A:rbau:; 
alld H'lfflll vbo ar• otber pa,pte. 

TN vc.-145 tlMIJ cos. tro:. ere 
•t• o dtlfanmt. LIi OM u.r.-. • 
ptn.ko-llbenl for.er flt• ,wr- cetlad 
Joa INg• n tt.hls ••t be SP!l; le u­
otber, Pnaldent l•JIC1 IN.gu , 111 aae 
JeclF: X.11udy i.s •llll ,u.,., tbau151l 
botll brotber• dlad 111 car crNH• • 

O..ot the USA• IIIYad-OMof 
tlle,otlle,r•, Vitia tll• ld .. ot .. 11111 It 
&Seba•-to15etltaba• i.r.and 
• IMIIM to lhlo;sla, tha11 up th•• 
back Into lta own world for • cur­
prtse attact, The l11•aded llSAd0111i111't 
nappen to nava any &rg,.i•••t with 
Ru&11ta, and doesn't fNI 11~• blll11g 
invadad , Andc11.ugbt1.tpJ11 the • lddle 
of It all, as always, ara l11nooe11t 
b7• lil11dars 1111:e liclF:7 DaSota. {J:aJor 
O.SOtil bud,; the IIIVUIDD fol'C<I Into 
tlleUSA ofwh lchDa• i11.tctlaSotil ta• 
Nllator. v lllleDrDaalnlc I• ... ) 

Th• illternatlcnel and national 
poltttcsendtbelreffecta011ff..-7CU7 
life illld • ora an well _.tad 111,1t In 
..ch world. The nlllCtlDM of tlle •art­
OU9 Do• .l11tcs - a.ndotllffdupllcetad 
cllarectara - to -tlng tJluiset.,.. 
an 1.lltrigublg, u an thatr dtfftr­
eDCM, and &1.• l.larttl•, 1:11 ch.l.rac:t.er . 

TIie little detall.s which ofti111 
rat• tha loudest clluclF:l•: "lber,-. 
HHt.oYcalled 7Jl•/aC.JJJsnth.a's 
G,dd• to Qua.atllll •acbaJc:5"" - • 
UHf\11 new collect!" 11.01111 fer -1-• 
pop.,lar • ctncall• c:~IF:a.•t..o1DCJ1F: 
out far .-..1 peapl• pW.ylng bit perta: 
I •pottad Srltlsll Klnti.sta Jo!,11 
Grlbbl11andStepba11HavlF:t11g . 

Tlla tblll.8 I dJde't 1th., .. Po.bl 
ctt1aglll.a-• artlel•'Oall11eryDlr 
!ta a11d HuaH Babtt•• U9e21, reprln­
tad In DS6Jt• and Dlt•t.nl• (1971). If 
be tlltnlF:c I'• go111g to start eallUg 
11184 •oot7-tH, too-pohl" te;lcl, h•'• 
got 1111atber tbtnlF: co,111g. To ,newer 
Pclll'• ques tlonl11btsl11troduct10nta 
DJJJJt• a.nd Da.st.ord5' "Voo., ldn 't you 
like ti;, be tha flrst 0119 011 your 
block ti;, coo.,nt the way a C:C• fllltlr 
dONr - lo, tbanlF: yau, Frad. Suet to 
flct1011, It'& •on fu11. IDYBl 

TD l'OIIGI lJ" TD POIBSt - Xlcbul 
Scottloh&D 
lhed011ald,1G87,40llpp, t l0.G!II 
Rffl-.dby'-lerlellouldn 

SU IIOfTIS H.Ul! P&SSlll SIICl TU 
• 1"1!!• gf hrbrybal-, wll,n. U.. EIF:wa• II 
,,_ defNud and U. luter• altll 
un.i. £lot the .. ,1th. ha•l113 raccr,­
ered fnm his wound . I• ltc.hlllg to 
t ra.,.l ... t to ftlld 111• belDY-ad Iara, 
11.s t.ha duergar prtnc95a I• tind of 
ti.tag tlle butt of rac:at l.11.51.tlt•. 
ler• nrval! 1& fl.Ddlllg 111-Hlf fr-uat­
ratad et 1tYltrJ tun:i by tN r-..ct.1011-
ary dlebards in the Syndic, and Roe 
la borad. Tilus tlle •cene t.• Nt fora 
~t.ndoo.,rfrle11d• d1tp,,rtwltbtba 
cosaijJSQr oart of trafflllna c:c,p-

K s 
an.tam;. !11 n:iute, cm,e a:r two ot tii­
an k1ltad off et ragular 1ate"el& by 
£11:waa.b , rher - • ter•, the Hunt 11tc .• 
till at last U.., arrhe at tu refugt1 
of Lr• UY'alu Ill the fc:rat of 

~?=: =·.:t1;.!• a:! :':: 
thing of• h .. d, H Elof ata up the 
forgeo!thetltle,eadualngblsarts 
e11ebl• U. pel• to --.pe U.. • uppcr­
• adly be111!111 elut.e.,_. ot hpl.au, • 111u• 
of courM u,,. ,...t ot tha co• puiy, 
1111d plij"'3N the• latotu:rtberlldvect­
urN for t.heNICClld Nit of tlla na....l. 

011 no! I tb.ougbt vlla11 the b0olF: 
arrlvad, volu•• two l11another • wcrd 
and ..arcer7 trnoe71 Tll<t nDVfll begins 
unpro• IGlllglJ Vltll a VtlrJ atilt.ad 
canveraatloa Nttlq the scene. and 
fora while oaa pradtctilbleNtplace 
follows anotllar . Dialogue, which ill 
the earlier volu• lt, T.lle .tavll i;,£ !C'1, 
w11.a archaic and ldlmyncraUc, here 
beco1us stiff sad 1111a.atursl. Tile at­
t.e• pt tD write tbe 11.11rrattve In lofty 
prc81 oft1111 lapaa lnto 1111nnarad 
artl!lclallty. tllJ• fHOW-lte •dJ-Ctlve 
le 'fell'). hd U• appaadlCN, though 
.,.u vrltt.911 ltlld aa•tng, an cot 
rMIIJ'D-rJ• 

Yet tblt bcmt us• lot gol11g for 
tt . n.. plot baa • au,bar cf 1111W1.111l 
tvlst11,1tlthcuglltbecli.•ul• t~ 
abt.. Th• char-act.en an •U--1 to 
d ... lapastbey~.n..-nac-
1ng p,.__ of t.lle 1c. u Ula .-..1 
foa i.. .. 111ta1Md. n. bnlDdlng at•o-
11phltn of tha gnat far.t I• n!• lu-­
lsc:e!lt of Fangun, but U. IID'l't!l u a 
wbole ls ._bar• -,- •• dar!Htlft 
of urd or tba lll1f69 u the au-lier 
boolF: &aHed to N e:u~brtuN. 

Till• • -cond YO!- i.D. Tba ¥lat.Ir 
or t.lle Vorld • -rtN. whlcll 111111• 1111117 
~ • ta11d al011,11, -tl7 ti• up 90 
unyof the 1-•ad•l•ft In th• 
11Uller work tbat tH .-..der I• l•ft 
wondc:rhg what th• Uul book c1111ld 
posdblybasbout.uceptforl!lof'l. 
prOY11unce. Thar• lil also a blnt tllat 
Kan1<1TVllD aay beco• e a tyn.11t. You 
could do far warn tllan cboo• e thl& 
for i;,ne i;,f tbDljll •ve11tnp when there 
I• nothing on telly and you fancy a 
good.read. 

TD BUCI SIIP - CMl.• tDpbltr Rovl•y 
[CHtury, 1~7, 310pp, 1.10.951 
lffl•lf9db7llar-han.O.¥JN 

I IBCE!YID Tlll /IUCl SBlP VITI SOltl 
tnpld.atJDII beica- It 1S t.lle • Jddle 
bo<>,li i;,f a trilogy bagu• wltb TIie Var 
Fa:r Hten,1'7. Jot baYIDg r• sd tba 
pr-.vloua book It wu dtlHcult ta 
c.tcb up ... the plD\ a:id cllarac:tsrs . 
There an 1111• ...-ous • tr-=g• vard• and 
outlatadlsb 11.11•• - bow do J'OIU pro-

::::~ :tr?1c:1:.bkb .. u tN task 

Tb.rN plot strands uh up thl.• 
bard-SP 11cmtl, all CCIIIMCud vltb tJ,a 
Fund.an c:laa of the plaaet FeorUle. 
Tlla 111-JKr-Old baro, Cho• H Fulld.1111. 
bu • pant his ,..,.,tll • tudytp,g tll• 
ecology of Purlll• wban 111• •Othllr 



B • 
fgrc• ht. to Hllet as a spa,;:ecadet. 
Clrc:uas taDCM lud to hls belgg aar­
oonecl. lu • hostile raglgn of his ho11e 
planet with• group of Chtnese- the 
Hlg• atlc Chi Lin Ye! and her six 
done attemla11t11. They 11ust battle 
.. 1thllaturefor e11rvlval 

!11 the seo:011d str&!ld CbDGeD.'s 
pareote ,FleuraodLav!D.,arelovolved 
wlth battl• of a different kind . The 
renegade Young Proud Fundan has Nt­

turned with veugence 111 11lud. Ylth 
the aid of l eptuulau fugitives fro11 
tha e po11y11oue Black Ship, Young Proud 
attack• the c ities of Fenrille, loot­
lD.g their e toru of Phara11ol - a won­
der drug with cell-rege11erat1ou and 
llfe-exteu• IDII propartles . Fleur l s 
taken prl lfCner while Lavin tries 
d"peratelyto defendtha planet. 

The Uul plot strand lnvolves e 
l>alngcalledthaDlvlder.Trappedlne 
flask ID.• gl&11t alien's laboratory 
the Dhldu• • \19t be rHcued before It 
canact a• d--.,.--• achlnaandtlaup 
thel(X)•SHde. 

I t ried bard tg Uta this book. 
Thar• e n part.a that 11re lntrlgula.g . 
The flora alUl fauna nf Fanrllle are 
deUtled aD.d cc,11vlnclng and the Pb.ar-­
a• ol- produc tng 1n$«:ts, Chltt.n., with 
their htv• and strange hierarchy ue 
fescluatlnl'j, lloweHr,& 11.aJor part of 
Tbe Blaci Sbip Involves battl.,_ and 
Uctles - a euhJeo:t I find cg• pletely 
unlnter nttD.g . .Uso, t he treat• ent of 
the captured Fleur by Young Proud i s 
udtstic and dis tasteful- and surely 
uD.n•c:n• artly deUUed. The author 
&NII• to have a dublous view of wo11e11 
- theyallco11eto &11u11pleasantend 
,.. hard-SFgOHthl• book&Hll.6 par 
for t he cour.e, with all the attendant 
11achovalue•. 

Ven11ct: run cf the 11111 bard-SF 1 

butwltb lnurntlngov9rto11es. 

ISLl.lDS 00T OP TIIB - Vlllla• lr.,lu 
Tho11paon 
(Grafton, l!l67,27Opp,L2,95J 
R1vlewed hy 11:aurean l'orter 

IT'S RARB THlT I STRUGGLE VITH A 
bock, I've never falledto fiD16hOD.e 
I'• nviewtn11. This, how11......-, has pro­
v9d tbeexceptlan. ltdmJCrlbmoltself 
a• 11etaUe t1O11, but whilst the author 
• how• t11 the foreword110• egraspaf 
the word"s seaolng, the oovel Itself 
• hows 11o•w1n11n • of biting a flctlgn 
of flc:tlon . Or •re w• ere to a s,;;u1111 
that hi WillhN us to understand that 
Atlantia ltulf la a fict1co, In which 
case why didn't he Ju6t say so -
efttr all. It l s gan11relly accepted 
t ha t Atlantis lea • yth,oratleast, 
1111lnflatedreee11e11oryof11sophlst­
!catedllediterrene11ncl¥llls11tlon? 

The forewo rd, in between claim­
Ing that I novel with e haract'lr6 and 
a rull• tte novel aren't the same 
thing (whlch could put novel writing 
baekyear• ),talk• about thlsbelnga 
pa,rody cf autobiography, written u: it 
Is about a past !He on a lost cont­
inent lo a • ythlcal prehistory. Oon•t 

~\[1111 

• 
s wallowth!s ngn5e11...,, If IaJ111da011 t 
of TJae parodies anything, lt'a the 
s tandard Atlantis D.OVel, about a 
dis integrating hl-tech society, a11d 
0111 man 's fight to lead the pecpll to 
alew Age. end lt evan 11a11ag" that 
badly. The c b11racter•a11ddlalcgueare 
60 painfully wooden It'& eabarrH&lng 
tor1111dthepros11: theph1loscphta111g 
and6pecul11tlonon thl natureo!Xan 
and Vo111111 ue so la~gbabl• It'll a 
shock to realise Thompson expect• 
the.• to be taken 6erlou• ly. And the 
sex , there's lots of11ex, de• c rlbed In 
beautifully detached and lgvlngly 
ehastedetall. It reade lite a sexual 
11e11olr, and he doesn't IIHII to know 
11.uchaboutthatelther . 

If you like pseudo-lnt11lectua l 
phllo,aophlcal pornography, I recc•-
11end this highly, otherwlHaave your 
aouey. Tho11pscnshould 11aybec:onflne 
hl• s11U to being 1111 'acclalaed cult­
ural hlstorlan',a• theeoverd-•e­
rtbllshi• ,ano ll!IIVltictlootcithDSe 
who uudersUnd it. 

;~ ·~>--·" 

Jffll. YHBJl - IauVat11cn 
(Gollancz ,1967,2OOpp,tlO.!l!5l 
RevlewedbyL.J,Hur • t 

!AI VUSOl'S VOICB IS EI GLISH, BUT 
the voices he uses 111 Evil Vat•r are 
• any. SL• llar ly, hie tbHKare beth 
trad.itton.alandcantaaporary . Atblrd 
strand to his work Is bla Intellectual 
activity. And II fourth Is the r&le 
played by the Irrational or11upernat­
ural ln •uchof hisworlr.. 

A c:oupleof s torlesnreborror ­
'Cold Light' lsaboutarel1gloua 111n 
driven to blind bl11self by th• balo 
be develop", "Evil Water ' I• about a 
11andrlvento11urdarhl11you11g mtst­
ress and the reveng-11 her witch aplrit 
talr.a,; on bl11. Four or five •tcrln 
dMl with attempt• by paychcttc• to 
escape fro• or lapse Into thelr pay­
c:h015is (such as 'Yh• n the tl11egete 
Failed' and 'The Yt r • Around the 
Var' ), whlle'ThePeopleontbePreci­
plce ' ls thecppoolteofa conceptu• l 

I{ s 
breall:througb, it,,. about constrict­
ion. But no stgry ts solely 11D eu111-
ple of one strand of Vatson 's "0rk -
'The Virn Around the Var ' 16 11160 
about the world of Greonbam Co11111on. 
theGulllgandthe 'lblte Traln . 

Hut in _ tht. rHl_ world oYtiidt th• 
w!r t 111)1 ll I uh l nil dl , dlilin• 
:~:H,Ob_tY•hl: h . 
Ind b1\t!1lil l d 

:!~!~ o~11y 'f:~: 
.. , A,;•• hod 
lhl AHfllln 
Sovi1t bn1 ,,, •aybt \ht flld ban ii 
lOCllld In Ent 6u11ny. 

But thestarye11d6 ID.a s uparnatural 
al6h11ashofasplratlcnand loSilsits 
• H ect by ceasing to be SI'. 

'SIF:t11Day,11ndAfter'ls asatlr­
lcel extension of single Interes t 
pr11s&ur11 group& a nd the effect they 
hav11 (s110Ung d11.y11 , no-s aoklng days, 
anti- fascist days, fascist deysl but 
lsrathertooob¥!ouslyuagg11rat8d. 

'Vb<!n Idaho Dived' !G a post­
nuclearbolocauststoryaboutsavages 
und11rstandillg or !lot understand.lug 
the technology of the pa.st. 'On the 
!)TUii Channel Panel' and 'Windows' 
f1eal with peopleechlevlngaccoos to 
otherworlds.Tb.eftrstlseo• .lcand 
u.y s laplybethedeluslgnofalu11a­
tlc,thesecg11dlsnct, 

The greatest story l!I th i s coll­
ectton, though. Is &11tlni and little 
e lse - one of th<! aost powerful 
Swl ft!anv lslonl'v" read - 'The Great 
Atlantic Swl1111!ng Race". Swift 's '"od­
est Prcpos.al' was abcut thestarvation 
ID. Ireland, theR!lce !"about Africa. 
Vatson, again, adopts a persooa to 
narrate th16 acccunt of 1990 . That 
pt1rsgn.a ls notawareofbcwcras" and 
l• properaretheactlcns!td9'lerlbes, 
b\atbecausetheyare60probable (the 
pt1rson11 !& part of 11ost of us) one 
reacts with anger to wha t is really 
anaccountoftoday.Theworldwhlch 
can tolerate the neR<I for Band Aid Is 
11 tcll: indeed, and 'The Great Atlantic 
Swt11slngRac11'drlvesho11ehcw slc ll:. 

Cnnsider, though, some other 
!eaturl!& at this collection, !gr 
Instance, how several of the storlllli 
relate to other worlr.s - 'Cold Light' 
has 111• 1W1t1es to Peall:e"s /Jr f'ye, 
'When ldah0Dlved'h11sedlstantrel­
etlc116hlp to Stewart's Hart.II Abides, 
while th11 title of "The Vire Around 
tbe Var' ec:h<>es Cogswe ll'& 'the Val l 
.lr1JUnd the Yorld'. Yet wllat lb""" 
achols are Intended to 11.un ls uncl­
ur. ! .,e,1111 - 'Vall Ar1JUnd the Yorld' 
111 tb1> &tory of a boy growing up, 
uklng thl! conceptual breakthrough/ 
rlteofpassagetb.at he11111warloc:k 
wboca11flyoverthe wa llonabroo•-
Gtlclr.anddcilug so. l fth11themethat 
thetltle referencelsmeantto carry 
tsthat we canescapt1fro11aworldln 
which theca11psexlst when we begin 
to conceive of the lack of need for 
th111, It 1,;; reasonable, b~t tt seems a 
11ostlndlr11ct way0fdolnglt . 

But I recc1111e11d Evil Irater, 'The 
Great Atlautle Swl• ming Race' Is a 
1111s"Wrplece. 
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